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returned leaking, and disappeared on the third attempt.50 To what extent Wyatt 
profited on this exchange is unclear.

Meanwhile, there was the new steamboat under construction on Georgian 
Bay.  Georgian was launched at the Severn River in December 1863 with 
the engines of  Nicolet already on board. The vessel was somewhat larger 
than Nicolet, having been, like most of the Wyatt and Smith projects, built 
to the dimensions of the Welland Canal.51 Georgian seems to have been 
deployed in the summer of 1864 around Georgian Bay, towing and hauling 
local cargoes but had been expected to run during the season between the 
rail head at Collingwood and Chicago.52 Controversy flared in November 
when news got out that Wyatt and his partners had sold the propeller to a “Mr. 
Bates of Detroit.” On 17 January 1865, the title was transferred to a Canadian, 
George T. Denison. The following April the Canadian government, through 
the collector of Customs at Collingwood, seized Georgian on the grounds 
of suspicion that it would be used in violation of the province’s neutrality.53 
Whether or not Wyatt was paid in gold by the Confederates as some alleged, 
he and the Smiths appear to have collected their money, handed over the boat, 
and carefully washed their hands of the affair.

Wyatt and the Smiths were not interested in developing a fleet. Apart from 
the Queen of the North, by the spring of 1865 all of their acquisitions had been 
sold. In April, they picked up the Mary Roe, a Port Burwell barque, a vessel 
that had gone ashore at the entrance to Toronto harbour the previous fall.54 
Like many of their previous sailing vessels, it was despatched to Halifax in the 
summer of 1865. Less lucky than the others, Mary Roe was wrecked on the 
return voyage.55 

One final sailing vessel was built for Wyatt and A.M. Smith, this time 
in conjunction with their investment in lumber operations on Georgian Bay. 
Where Silver Cloud and Georgian had been built on the Severn River at the 
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