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to Chicago to load cargo, this one quickly followed Queen of the North to sea,
being registered in Quebec on 13 November 1863. Unlike Queen, however,
the Smiths and Wyatt sold the vessel the following June, and it remained at
sea.®

Among the other marine investments of Wyatt and the Smiths was the
propeller Nicolet, a 100-foot steamer originally operated on the St. Lawrence,
before being sold to Collingwood owners in the summer of 1861. On 26
February 1862, Wyatt and the Smiths bought the steamer for a reported £1,000
($4,000).* They used it, in part, to tow sailing vessels out of the awkward
harbours of south-eastern Georgian Bay. In August 1863 Nicolet was laid up,
and Wyatt reported that the machinery would be removed for a new hull then
under construction.®

Meanwhile, Wyatt became involved with a distinctly more controversial
purchase and sale. Since 1855, he had been the agent for the independent
freight steamboat Bowmanville. In early 1863, the vessel had been put up for
sale by the owners and bought by its captain, Charles Perry, for $15,000.%
Failing to make much profit that spring, in early July, Perry offered the steamer
to the Quartermaster General of the Union army as a transport, for “$25,000
in Canada money.”¥ With no positive response from Washington, Perry sold
Bowmanville to Wyatt, who sent the steamer down to Montreal to be registered
and fitted up to go to sea.” Reports that Wyatt had acquired the vessel “for
a New York gentleman” failed to suppress the rumours it had been sold to
parties who wanted it to run the Union blockade of Confederate ports.* On
7 August 1863, the registered title was transferred to Bonifacio Jimenez, a
Cuban merchant for $30,000. Attached to the registry was a note that Jimenez
had been empowered to sell the ship “for a sum not less than Thirty Thousand
dollars ($30,0000.00) at any place out of the Province of Canada, within Three
Months.” As a blockade runner, Bowmanville proved particularly inept. The
steamer put into New York in mid-October leaking, set out a second time and
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