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on the Nottawasaga River, near Georgian Bay.32 Later, with A.M. Smith, he 
purchased the incomplete hull and in the spring of 1861 arranged to have John 
Potter of Oakville complete Queen of the North as a brigantine.33 This was 
one of the largest sailing vessels owned and sailing out of the port of Toronto, 
the size being constrained by the dimensions of the second Welland Canal.34 
After spending two seasons in the Chicago grain trade, in 1863 the vessel was 
dispatched to the Atlantic with a cargo for Halifax,35 and in 1864 and 1865 
ventured as far south as Havana, Cuba.36 After the Civil War the vessel seems 
to have again operated on the Lakes, carrying coal, among other cargoes, to 
Toronto, before Smith and Wyatt sold it around 1869.37 

In going to sea, the Queen of the North followed in the wake of the Snow 
Bird, a small American brigantine built in Baltimore, MD as Baltimore. Wyatt 
purchased the vessel in November 1861 for $6,000, although the paperwork 
was not filed in Quebec until 14 June 1862. Six weeks later he sold 42 of the 64 
shares in Snow Bird, to A. M. and John Smith.38 Earlier, in April, the vessel was 
reported arriving in New York from Sicily with a cargo of oranges and lemons, 
and was going to take another cargo of coal oil from there to Liverpool.39 Snow 
Bird took another cargo of petroleum products to London that summer, before 
coming to Toronto with “Wallsend” coal for Wyatt’s coal dock.40 Wyatt and 
the Smiths passed the vessel on to Abraham Farewell of Oshawa and W. D. 
Matthews of Toronto that October for $7000.41

With Queen of the North at sea and Snow Bird sold, Wyatt and the Smiths 
took delivery of another John Potter hull, the barque Silver Cloud, built on the 
banks of the Severn River, also on Georgian Bay, in May 1863.42 After a trip 
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