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ABYSSINIA:

THE POWDER
BARREL

|

By:

BARON ROMAN PROCHAZKA

THE ABYSSINIAN LEADERS’
OPINION OF THEIR PEOPLE

In his work “Abyssinia, the Alpine
Country of the Tropics” (pub. Spa-
mer, Leipzig, 1869, page 94), Dr. R.
Andree wrote as follows: —

“Turning to the character of the
Abyssinians we meet with very con-
flicting opinions, but speaking gener-
ally it can be said that their charac-
ter is by no means commendable ac-
cording to European conceptions.
Thus for instance while Munzinger
and Heuglin are more lenient in their
judgment, the opinions expressed by
Bruce, Ruppel, Krapf, and Isenberg
are couched in much stronger terms,
‘and in the country itself there are
enough people who join in the chorus
of condemnation. |

“Chief among these latter are King
‘Theodoros II' himself and the ‘Abu-
na’ (Archbishop) who died in 1867...
(This) highest dignitary of the
Church in the country..... wrote in
1843 to Isenberg:

“The Abyssinians are a people with-
out desire for knowledge or love of
learning, and incapable of compre—
hending that what you are trying to
do is for their good. What they want
is & share of your possessions, and

nothing else!”

Ruppel writes: “The chief traits of
the moral character of the Abyssi. |
nians are indolence, drunkenness, ir-
responsibility, a high degree of dis-
soluteness, perfidy, a thieving ten-
dency, superstition,

Ithreat of the

stupidly-proud |

the thesis entitled “Ytiopia” present-
ed by an Egyptian Doctor of Philoso-
phy shows that the complaints as to
the intrigues, hatred of foreigners,
mendacity, and perfidy of the Abys-
sinians are recurring.

The rulers of Ethiopia, descendants
of the so-called Dynasty of Solomon,
knew only too well the faults of
character peculiar to their people.
King ‘Sachlé-Selassie’ of Schoa, the
grandfather of Menelik II summariz-
ed his opinion in the words “Mine is
a bad people!” spoken to the diplo-
matist Harris (“Ambassadorial Jour-
ney to Schoa and Sojourn in South-
ern Abyssinia 1841—43”, Cotta,
Stuttgart and Tubingen 1845, Vol. 1I,
page 342).

The great
realizing the
methods of punishment,
posed the intervention of foreign
powers which led, among other
things, to the abolition of the cutting
off of hands as a punishment for
thieves, and gave as the reason for
his opposition “I know my people and
I know what my people needs!” He
was aware that ‘the Abyssinians are
not fit for freedom and self-govern-
ment' and can only be induced to
respect the rights of others by the
strictest measures of
enforcement and punishment.

And if a writer ever tears the veil
from the secrets and ill-doings of the
Abyssinian magnates and unfolds a
clear picture of the mentally and ab-
solutely anti-European attitude of

Emperor ‘Menelik II,
necessity for drastic
often op-

selfishness, great skill in deception,|the Abyssinians (as is done for ex-

ingratitude, impudence in demanding

gratuities, and a degree of mendacity
worthy of becoming proverbial.”
‘James Bruce’, one of the earliest
scientific explorers of Africa, also
notes that the
the most part great liars”. A perusal
of the voluminous and varied litera-
ture on Abyssinia cited in the very
up-to-date bibliography published in

Abyssinians are “for |
by an Abyssinian made a

1928 in F'rance as an

ample by the Frenchman ‘Armandy’
in his brochure entitled “Une désa-
oréable partie de campagne”, Paris
1931) then a ban is immediately put
on the importation of his book into
Ethiopia and the possession of a copy
severely
punishable offence.

Favourable opinions are to be
found in the books and other publica-
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ri. — Daleiumi e rinfreschi che

Feste,

La pin’ squisita cucina italiana, inglese e francese, preparata

da cuochi di fama mondiale ¢ servita da espertissimi camerie-
ma non superati per il profumo, il gusto, la preparazione. —

Un locale costruilo e arredato allultimo buongusto e con i piu’
moderni mezzi di pulizia e attrezzatura.
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Onorateci I Una Visita
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accounts either out of mere business
interest or for the sake of cheap
sensation, and in publications inspi-
red, unofficially at least, from the
Abyssinian side.

Thus the book “Land without Hun-
ger, Land without Time” by E. H.
Schrenzel conjures up a picture of
Ethiopia as a paradise for white pe-
ople, as if it were a country in which
nothing but milk and honey, and ne-
ver the blood of white men, flows.
Similarly entertaining reading is fur.
nished by the French book “L'empire
des négres blanes” which is packed
full of mere products of imagination
and untruths. The hopelessly inade-
quate knowledge of the actual condi-
tions in Abyssinia betrayed in these
works is only outdone by that of the
writers of the many articles appear-
ing in the European daily papers on
the occasion of the recent events in
Ethiopla, in which (for instance in
the leading articles of the “Journal
de Généve”, 1934-35) among other
things the long since deceased Em-
peror Menelik II is spoken of as being
the present ruler of Abyssinia.

In spite of the proved aggressive
attitude of the Abyssinians, amiable
traveller-authors, like Alfred von
‘Hot-Llosthof’ in his work “Ba Mene-
lik! Personal Experiences with Abys-
sinian Planters, Negroes, Princes,
and Gold-diggers”, write of the “pro-
German Ethiopian Empire”, and
‘Paul Broszio’, in an article erammed
full of misrepresentations that ap-
peared in a widely read Central Euro-
pean paper in April 1934, put forward
the theory (misleading for all Euro-
peans likely to be interested in Abys-
sinia) that “the government and pe-
ople of Ethiopia are by no means
hostile towards Europeans”. A film
produced with the aid of the Swiss
aviator ‘Walter Mittelholzer’, and
containing for the most part specially
set pictures, is being shown by cap-
able business people in FEuropean
capitals and big towns. This film is
made up solely with a view to serv-
ing as propaganda for Abyssinia, and
s supposed to show the foreigner the
high level of culture attained by the
Abyssinians. ‘In very truth, faked
displays of this nature are not cal-
culated to ease the lot of the white
people living in Abyssinia or to aid
them in their struggle for existence.

A sigh of relief went through the
whole European colony in Addis-Aba-
ba when a long article entitled “L’I-
talie at 1I’Abyssinie”, and signed “P.
(z.”, appeared in the “Temps”, the
semi-official organ of the French
Foreign Ministry at Paris, following
the famous speech by General ‘De
Bono’, at that time Italian colonial
minister, and now High-Commissi-
oner for Eritrea and Italian Somali-
land, on Italy’s colonial aims and his
article in the review “Rassegna Ita-
liana'. This article in the “Temps”
at last called things by their right
names, and made the following pre-
cise and clear statements:

Subsequent to Ethiopia’s pact with
Japan, the tendency of the Imperial
Ethiopian government to oppose the
economic penetration of Abyssinia by
the European powers is becoming
constantly more hostile in character,
and there is therefore mo time to be
lost in taking the necessary steps to
bring Abyssinia to reason again. If
necessary, Italy would have to adopt
energetic measures, in which case it
would act on its own responsibility,
but only after consultation with the
other two signataries of the Lon-
don Convention of 1906.

‘The political situation’, the article
continues, ‘has undergone a funda-
mental change’, since Ethiopia is now
opposing the very States that voted
for its election to membership of the
League of Nations. In spite of the
inner political disturbances attendant
on the flight of the ex-Emperor Lij
Yassu in 1932 and in spite of the con-
tinuance of slavery, these States had
not vet intervened, but in view of the
grave danger to their interests they
would now have to decide on a final
settlement of this question, and if
necessary put Abyssinia under the
protection of Italy.

In a leading article entitled “Abys-
sinia and the European powers"” in
the “Berliner Lokalanzeiger” for 11th
December 1934, I pointed out that
the Ethiopian Empire had become
changed in recent years from the or-
dered, unified, and firmly ruled State
accessible to European penetration
that it had been under the Emperor
Menelik 1I, to an inwardly disrupted
and in every respect unsafe country
which 1s definitely hostile to Europe.
I went on to show that the govern-
ment of this country is systematical-
ly thwarting the fulfillment of
the obligations entered into under
internationa 1 contracts and
agreements, and that its population,
inspired by their officially approved

hatred of foreigners and by excessive

national consciousness,
themselves into the core of a new
Ethiopian movement for the orga-
nisation of a battle front of all colo-
ured peoples under Abyssinian leader-
ship for a general attack against the
white race.

——w

VILISSIMA TRUI'FA A DANNO
DALL'OLIO D'OLIVA

Da parecchio tempo i funzionari del
Dipartimento dell’Agricoltura anda-
vano sospettando che forti quantita’
di olio d'oliva erano state adulterate
con olio di semi di te’, vendendosi ta-
le miscela poi per puro olio d'oliva.
Non era peré loro possibile provare
tale adulterazione davanti alle auto-
rita’ giudiziarie per ottenere un ordi-
ne di confisca, poiché oltre alla pro-
cedura complicata che la legge esige
ed al cavilli tecnici e giuridici che la
legge offre e di cui i colpevoli sanno
cosi’ bene avvalersi, riesciva assai dif-
ficile la dimostrazione merceologica
della frodolenta miscela.

L’olio di semi di te’,
ha colore, odore e sapore caratteri-
stici come hanno altri olii di semi,
mentre nelle proprieta’ chimiche esso
ha molta somiglianza con quello di o-
liva. Differisce peré assai ed é stra-
ordinariamente inferiore all’olio di o-
liva nelle proprieta’ organolettiche e
dietetiche, mentre non ne ha alcuna
di quelle terapeutiche. Ed essendo
'olio di semi di té di un colore giallo
chiaro, si fonde facilmente col colore
dell’olio d'oliva, particolarmente se
vi s1 aggiunge una lieve quantita’ di
color verde artificiale; é inodoro e
quasi insipido; non € seccativo e, se
di buona qualita’ non solo difficilmen-
te irrancidisce, ma si sottrae agevol-
mente alla constatazione mediante a-
nalisi chimica poiché — sempre se di
buona qualita’ — non da’ reazioni
cromatiche apprezzabili coi reattivi
generali e speciali degli olii di semi.
Soltanto col reattivo di Bieber da’, a
freddo, una colorazione verde che pas-
sa all’azzurrastro e al giallo verdo-
gnolo; scaldato per 20 minuti a bagno
-maria bollente, da’ colorazione ros-
so-ciliegia; ma se l'olio é molto raffi-
nato, anche queste reazioni sono poco
evidenti. Cio, s’intende, sino a tempi
assal recenti.

Basandosi su questa mancanza di
caratteristiche particolari e di reazio-
ni, gli adulteratori da lungo tempo
hanno procedute nelle loro cattive
arti di mescolare I'olio di semi di té
con quello di oliva. Negli ultimi an-
ni pero—seguendo le audaci e fraudo-
lenti manovre dei manipolatori di o-
lii d’altri semi — il sstema si allargod
tanto che non potette piu’ oltre conti-
nuare quasi inosservato come in pas-
sato. Quando si calcola che T'olio di
semi di te costa solo intorno ad un
terzo del valore dell’olio di oliva, 1'at-
trazione risalta irresistibile per la ca-
naglia alimentare. Che poi — come
rileviamo da un rapporto della “In-
dian Tea Association” — l'olio di se-
mi di té non possa usarsi con sicurez.-
za della salute come olio commesti-
bile, data la presenza di saponina,
tanto che si esita ad usarlo anche co-
me mangime per il bestiame, cié non
fa né caldo né freddo ai manipolato-
ri; si cominei, essi dicono, col guada-
gnare a qualsiasi modo; al resto ci
pensera’ il diavolo. -

Ma il diavole insegna appena a fa-
re la pentola; non il coperchio. Ed il
coperchio, invece, lo ha trovato un
chimico addetto al Dipartimento del-
I’Agricoltura degli Stati Uniti, il qua-
le, a forza di studii e di ricerche, ha
finito con la scoperta del reattivo che
isola e distingue infallibilmente, de-
cisamente, 'olio di semi di té dentro
I’olio d’oliva, come un esperto cassie-
re di banca sa distinguere a prima
vista ed al primo senso del tatto la
moneta falsa di piombo tra quelle
genuine d’argento, il biglietto di ban-
ca falso tra quelli veri.

Ed ora, sul terreno solido della
scienza, il Dipartimento dell’Agricol-
tura ha promossa azione legale per
avere l'autorita’ di confiscare miglia-
ia e migliaia di galloni di cosidetto
“plio d’oliva” adulterato con olio di
semi di té. In altre parole, ¢ venuta
I’ora di porre fine ad un altro ‘racket’.

infatti, non

— ('é stato un consulte di quattro
medici per sapere che cosa avevo....
Sono stati tutti d’accordo?

— Si'. Ciascuno mi ha chiesto 300

lire.
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CASABELLA per i disegni di una
nuova serie di mobili-radio. Informia.
mo ora L concorrenti che ai detti pre-
ml se ne € aggiunto uno nuovo di
L. 2.000 per i disegni che offriranno
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suscitato presso gli artisti e presso il
pubblico, della mnotizia di wun nuove
concorso d’arte, con 10.000 lire di pre.
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Con i pit grandi vapori del monde

FORTE RIDUZIONE

Ul BIGLIETTI DI ANDATA E RITORNO
Tutte le pratiche necessarie per fare un buon viaggio in
Italia ed un facilitato ritorno in Canada
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RIMESSE DI DENARO IN ITALIA

Pagamenti effettuati per
Posta e Telegramma nel
minore tempo possibile.

M. MISSORI & COMPANY

287 CLAREMONT ST. Ter @l e
TORONTO, ONTARIO '
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Belvedere Restaurant

FRATELLI FAZZARI Proprietari

Dove Potete Gustare Con Poca Spesa I Veri

PIATII ITALIANI

Specialita’ ) Ogni Genere

576 BAY ST. Aperto
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