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ou gomng. Young Fellow My Lad
jhttering morn of May?
In the Colours. Dad

“Why don'l you write, Young Fellow My Lad?
| walch for the post each day;
And | miss you so, and I'm awfully sad.
And il's months since you went away.
And I've had the fire in the parlour I,
And I'm keeping it burning bright
Till my boy comes home; and here | sit
into the quiet night.

“What is the matter. Young Fellow My Lad?
NO leiil: again 10 -day.

Why did the postman look so sad.
And sigh as he lurned away?

| hear them tell that we've gained new ground,
But a terrible price we've paid:

God grant, my boy, that you're safe and sound.
But ob I'm afraid, afraid.”

“They've told me the trulh, Young Fellow My Lad:
You'll never come back again:

(Oh God! the dreams and the dreams | 've had
and the hopes | ve nursed in vain!)

For you passed in the night, Young Fellow My Lad.
And you proved in the cruel fesl

Of the screaming shell and the battle hell
That my boy was one of the best

“S0 you'll live, you'll hive, Young Fellow My Lad,
In the gleam of the evening star.

In the wood-note wild and the laugh of the child,
In all sweet things that are.

And you |l never die, my wonderful boy.
While life is noble and lrue.

For all our heauty and hope and joy
We will owe 10 our lads like you.

This poem is from Rhymes of 2 Red Cross Man,
published during the First World War by Robert
Service. the author of “Sam McGee™ and “Dan
McGrew”. Service was an ambulance driver at the
front. His poems capture the atmosphere of war
exceptionally well, and Red Cross Man is one of
the best-selling books of poetry in literary hislory.
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