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row triat there's no NHLY Cultural centre just one step closer
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The people of Whitchurch-Stouffville.could get a spectacular collective
Christmas present this year. At the last Town Council meeting of the year, or
maybe the first one in 2005, the Ventin consulting group is due to deliver its
report on the feasibility of turning the old town hall at 19 Civic Avenue Into
a cultural centre. |

As the hard-working citizens who've been behind this project fer years wil ‘
attest, even getting Council to agree to seriously study the idea has been a . 1
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long and tough slog. They weren't confident, going into the Sept. 7 counci
meeting, that they even had enough votes to get Council to spend the
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$30,000 on the study
So when the item came up on the agenda, citizen after citizen 1
| determinedly strode to the podium to passionately urge Council to take the R |
| next step. Some of them were professional artists, like the founders of the 1
Motus O dance company. Some were dedicated amateurs from 3
organizations like Music Mania, which has striven so long to entertain its
audiences in, as their rep put it, “a hall built for basketball”. A teacher read A

a touching letter from her Grade Fives. A resident who works in Toronto’s
Hummingbird Centre pointed out that a small investment could turn out to
be a major catalyst in not only preserving the character of our community,
but improving it immeasurably by returning to the original intention of the
town hall — a gathering place for the people. Rarely, we suspect, has the 3
council chamber on Sandiford rung to such non-stop eloquence as it did
the night of Sept. 7. And the eloquence came from both sides of the table.

Until that night, only a very few councillors had been vocal in‘their support
of the cultural centre proposal, chief among them being the mayor herself,
who made a convincing argument for the project in the pages of this
newspaper many long months ago. One councillor had been fairly adamant
in opposition. The majority of Council, however, had played their cards
pretty close to the chest, fretting chiefly about the cost.

Imagine the shock in the room, therefore, when the vote on funding the
study was unanimous. Councillor after councillor said the move was long
overdue (perhaps a small slap in the face to previous councils), and praised
the dedication of those who had urged the case for so long.

Perhaps we shouldn't have been surprised at the vote. Even though a
couple of councillors had to be dragged along kicking and screaming, they
obviously saw the writing on the wall, or, as Councillor Rob Hargrave put it,
heard “the drums in the jungle”. Mayor Sherban said the vote would mark
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Depot needs volunteers
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Ant vho keeo the Dep Vhitchurct Ffville this group as a “forward-moving council”, and the five rookies at the table
sen and running But they residents take note if you would dearly love to acquire that reputation. + '
e i e s o . ey IV doing 1t wani ; - oS One of them, Ken Ferdlnands, called the project “unstoppable” — if the -y
g - . et (e sl G gt GRS At -ty Wpist> commitment he saw in the room Sept. 7 carries on. He's dead right. The &
e NERE S ER s IICHRS. ST LR SRR e FE i decision made by council that night is only one small step, and if the project
proolem | FfECTuiting peopie  EveEry aturday iaen| e g€l is to go the rest of the way, its proponents can't let up now.
volunteer in  lact ne  Morming ne<h MABIVE TNy SO , Coundillor Clyde Smith said the main reason he supported the study was
problem is getting SO serous running Please call Y5-640-6294 o1 because he was convinced the Ventin group would do the “right kind of
that we may be forced to Usage of the Deg ma -mall re @enoreo.on.ca research”, and be honest with Council as to whether the project was even
reduce the Depot's operating strong It clearly erving a Thank feasible So that has to happen first; Ventin must be convinced the town hall
' Lours or even worse. to close need Jeople o will work. It will then give Council a bottom line, and a very penny-conscious |
| + down from time to time olunteering at the Depot m Priebe President Council will need rnnvincingh all over a_gain to spend the money. What 4
| on Saturdavs we have only  is a great way to meet people Whitchurch-Stouffville happened Sept ?muld_begn important first step in the revitalization of our {
wo oeople — Dorothy and “and to help a good cause Recucling Group downtown — but there’s still a long row to hoe | '
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Our question this
month, asked at the Earl
of Whitchurch pub:
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Allen Marlow: John Oliveira Jason Burns: Kevin MacKenzle: Gordon Campbell: -
"Witfwut Hoc*ey Drown iy SOTIOwS 'm not really a fan of I'll have to pick a new I'll probably spend It really makes no
here, | suppose. Or the Leals anyway sport to watch, maybe more time with the difference to me, |

Nigﬁt "l Cdlladd. spend more time Boston s my team, SO I golf. | could take up ladies, and end up don't watch  hockey |
having conversations | won't be too much ofa | poker Or maybe Tl regretting it on Sunday anyway. My three-year-

what will you do
with your Saturday
nights?”

with my wife.”

lass I'll be able to drive | come here to the ['mh
my kids to vf | fOur bands on
their hockey games | Saturday night

maore their

mormings

old keeps me plenty
busy whenever I'm
hl\ﬂlt“




