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“Traditionally,” says
Kate Johnston, “someone
needing a m € runs
around to a lot of differ-
ent financial institutions,

Kiley bound for Alberta Katimavik Program

By Nancy Hopkins
Stouftville This Month

Like many teenagers, |8-year
old Stouffville resident Kiley
Mitchell has given a lot of thought
to post-secondary education and
her future career plans.

Ms. Mitchell is definite that she
will aim for a college or university
education, most likely in the arts,
but has been struggling with the
decision as to which specific pro-
gram or degree to pursue. In an
effort to assist with her decision
she left her hometown Sept. 24 for
Black Diamond, Alta. as a partici-
pant in Katimavik, an alternative
educational program.

Founded in 1977 by former
Senator Jacques Hebert,
the Katimavik
Program -- katimavik |
means meeting |
place in the Inuktitut
language -- offers
Canadians aged 17 to
2| the opportunity to |
gain valuable skills

through volunteer
work on community
projects. Ms. Mitchell

believes that explor-
ing a variety of differ-
ent fields with this
hands-on work pro-
gram will be an invalu-
able experience.

She will live with a
group of 10 other
young Canadian men
and women from across

country in a home rented by
Katimavik. Together this group will
work 35 hours a week on projects
that may include outdoor activities
such as building hiking trails, work-
ing on landscaping projects and
restoring historic landmarks. Past
projects have included teaching
children to read, assisting seniors,
and a variety of tech-

nical undertakings
such as devel-

oping web-
sites, and
working
with com-

munity
radio and
television
stations

Katimavik
Leadership 2000 2094

Farucipal 1S GUILE

Ms, Mitchell is excited about
‘the opportunity to travel and see
Canada, volunteer and give back
to the community, and have a taste
of what it's like to live away from
home and budget money for the
nine month period. | am really
involved in arts but | am not sure
where | will head in that field and

one of the reasons | decided to
do this (Katimavik) right now
is because post secondary
education is so expen-
sive."

According to a
recent Toronlo Star arti-
cle, a university
degree now costs in
the vicinity of $90,000

There is also strong
competition for spaces
because of the double
cohort. It is understandable
that today’s teenagers
and their parents are
feeling a great deal
of pressure to
make the right
decision, and can
ill afford to leamn,
part of the way
through a pro-
gram, that it is not
the right choice
for them
After her
initial three-
month stay in
Alberta, Ms
Mitchell will

spend three
months each in
St. Adele,

NEew

Quebec and Shediac
Brunswick, before returning home
in june 2004. Her participation Ir
Katimavik has made some ol hel

friends aware of this alternative
education opportunity and has
resulted in their apptying for the
next rotation

Justin Trudeau, ‘€ldest son of

the late Pierre Elliot Trudeau, the
former Prime Minister of Canada
serves as chair of the Board «
Directors of Katimavik. A former
high school teacher, Mr. Trudeau is
keen on youth issues and acts as 2
spokesman in promoting the pro-
gram.

Katimavik receives financial
assistance from the government of
Canada through Exchanges
Canada, part of the Department of
Canadian Heritage. Transportation
fooq, lodging and program-related
activities are all funded by the pro-
gram and each participant receives
a daily allowance of three dollars
and a $1,000 bursary upon comple-
tion of the nine-month term.

The organization comprises five
regional offices across Canada and
employs over 120 individuals
They can be reached at 1-888-525-
1503 or through their website at
www.katimavik.org.

Stouffville resident Kiley
Mitchell is participating in
Katimavik, an alternative educa-
tional program which offers
young Canadians the opportunity
to gain skills through volunteer
work on community projects.

ALL DAY BREAKFAST SPECIAL

Retirement Planning

Money Management/
Debt Restructuring

Personal Tax Planning

SOLUTIONS BUILT AROUND YOU.™

| do house calls for:

Estate Planning

Frank May
C.C.C.E

Risk Management

Tax EHective Investment/
Education P|c|nning

Group Benehit and Pension Plans

For your conhidential, no cost consultation.
call 905-640-1110 or email me af
Frank May@investorsgroup.com
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