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Neighbours help new
Canadian celebrate his
big day in style -

o~

By Kate Gilderdale
Stouffville This Month

Eastern Gate resident
Norm Sumner wasn't the
only person to celebrate
the unforgettable day he
became a Canadian
citizen.

The Sydney, Australia
native came home from
the citizenship ceremony

774 / | u 1 "% in early June to find that
| his neighbours had

\:' ‘f'm ' decorated the outside of

; - ‘ B s his home with Canadian
flags, accompanied by a
sign over the front door which

B o read, 'Canadian, Eh!". It was a
ﬁNK KI-EES » proud and emotional moment
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P'CTURE FRAMING \ / MPP "\ for him and his wife, Jean, who
. \ ,. have lived at Eastern Gate for
.-' 6'86 Mﬂln St. | ( 650 Hwy. 7 East Sulte 210 ) Seven years.
| m , : nmond Hill Mr. Sumner, who will be 80 in
\ | : _,—f October, came to Canada 36

”5‘“2-5352 L x“\_ 905-642-5500 £ years ago on a two year working

e holiday. "Iwas a builder, and |
came to leam how to build high
rises," he explained. "I did very

well here; 1 had good jobs and
- the pay was quite good."

/fmlr % When he went back to visit a

< Ry friend's buildin ‘ '

I g project in

/ m“# m Australia, however, he found the

Canadian experience had

affected him more than he

realized. "The Australian attitude

was if we don't do it today, we do

it tomorrow.” He quickly realized

that the Canadian penchant for

getting on with the job was much

more his style, and decided to
make his move to Canada

' - permanent.
m% BR‘IDON The reason he waited so long
m | MOTORS to become a Canadian citizen

was that the Australian

458 m M Unit3 | 5531 Main St. | government did not recognize
Stouffville " Stouffville / dual citizenship until recently,

and he didn't want to give up his
Australian citizenship. "There are
two places in the world | would
live and those are Australia and
Canada,” said Mr. Sumner, who
takes a trip back to his native

ey X land every four years. "As soon
BU"TON as | found out that | could have
AMTRONG & NESS | dual citizenship 1 applied.”

His application took a year
6361 MI‘I St. and he is delighted to be a fully-

fledged Canadian. "When | came

35 home and saw what the people
g's; 30 | here had done, | was véry proud

of Eastern Gate. They are great
people.”
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