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Just Ask Jane Philpo byt e R o e

By Bruce Stapley

| caught up with Stoufivilies
brightest shining star Jane Philpott
just days after she was appointed
Health Minister in the new Liberal
government in November

An ‘interview' had Dbeen
arranged at the Red Bulb
Espresso Bar on Main Street. It
became immediately obvious that
the days of standing on the sireel
chit chatting about what our kids
were up to had come and gone
Jane's Constituency Manager
Julie Weiss made it clear we had
to stick to a time Iimit as there
were so many items that had 1o
be checked off the newly minted
Cabinet Minister's ‘To Do’ list for
that gay.

| started by handing Jane a

copy of the inaugural issue oOf
the Free Press from December
2005. in which she had written
our first ever feature story. It was
a graphic account of an eight
week medical mission she had
completed that fall with Medecins
Sans Frontiéres (MSF) in Niger,
West Africa, caring for severely

undernourished children In the
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| also gave her a bag of cookies
made an earher Dy LiSa
Darchiwville, residént bDaker al
Velvet Sunnse Coffee Hoasters on
Ringwood Dnve. This was just in
case Jane remembered how | had
nadvertently implhed she was a
stay at home mom with nothing
better to do than Dake cookies
all day upon first meeting her in
the school vard at Summitview
Public School when our sons were
beginning grade one back in the
late 1990's. | wouldnt want to
find the Free Press on the ouls
as happened to many tHom the
Fourth” Estate with the previous
federal government! Fortunately
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for me the incident had never
crossed her mind
Qur discussion covered

everything from what past life
experiences she felt had prepared
her for her new posting right
through how she planned to juggle
new responsibilities including
riding duties, ministry workload
and her contributions to the three
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Cabinet commifiees to which she
has also been appointed. She sawd
she knew from the moment she
was sworn in as Health Mimsters
that she would face an miense
schedule “I| will be busier than |
have ever been in my life " she
saics it's a massive challenge
unique 1o the other thatlengeé. l
have taken on. And | have laken
on some daunting tasks in the
past

Can she do 11?7 According to
Dr. Brian Cornelson, a former
colleague who worked with
Jane on a University of Toronto
project to provide medical training

in Fthiopia, the .answer us' a & ok
resounding 'Yes. ‘
“She 18 very warm, gracious

and optimistic,” Dr. Cornelson said
in a November 4 story in the
National Post. “But don't mess
with her. She is all that, but firm." |
asked her what her colleague was
getting at with his warning nok 1o
take her lightly. “| would hope he
meant that wiien given a task to
do that | am blessed with a lot

o get

care.

of determination.” She said she- __
plans.fo use that same drive to et the people down.
ensdge that all the big health care
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promises the Liberals committed
implemented,
including increased availability of
home care compensation, lower
prescription drug costs, and the
:mpruvemenf of mental health
“The Prime Minister has
asked me to make sure that they
all happen. | am determined not to

When | asked if she had any

non-profit gro
of upcoming events by email to stouffvillefreepress@rogers.com ",
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idea she would be considered for
the job as Heghh Minister, she
insisted it came as a complete
surpnse. “| always had a dream
that some day | would be given a
resgonsibility such as this.”

The Right Honougble Jane
Philpott, Canada's Minister of
Health, 1s living proof that if you
dream big enough those dreams
just might come to pass.
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