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As we remember the 100th anniversary of the beginning
of WW1 in 1914, a new children’s picture book recently
crossed my desk at the library: SHooting "at the Stars: The
Christmas Truce of 1914 by John Hendrix, published Dy
Abrams Books.

it is the true story of a British soldier who, in a letter to his
mother, describes a very special Christmas Eve on the front
lines during WW1 along the border between Belgium and
France. The two sides fighting that evening ceased firing
and crossed the battlefield to celebrate Christmas together.
But as the holiday came to an end, they were ordered back
to their respective trenches for fighting to resume.

it was that brief interlude where the Allies and Germans
were no longer soldiers but Christians celebrating the birth
of Christ. They were asmed only with carols and Christmas
trees and were desperately In gearch of peace as they
crossed the bloodied battlefield to meet the énemy. .

As we know, the war continued for four more years but
there was never again another Christmas truce. The brief
show of humanity reminds us that al soldiers are human.
They may follow orders in war, but long for peace.

S0, marking 100 years of WW1. and the Christmas Truce,

let's keep the solgdiers who are still fightifhig, in all parts of
the world, in.our hearts this Christmas. Remembrance Day.
may be over, but wars still rage on.
* |f you would like to adopt a soldier, you cdn do so through
a charity called the Chosen Soldier Project. Through
Chosen Soldier you can sponsor troops serving in Iragq and
veterans at home suffering from wounds or PTSD. |

For more information ‘call Joan McMurray at 416-283-
1925 or email her at joan_memurray@sympatico.ca. You
can also contact Louise Jarvis at 1-519-736-5551 or send
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If you'd like to read Shooting at the Stars: The Christmas |00 L)1 4:()() DN il d

Truce of 1914 by John Hendrix, or any other!book; please Q05040 1714

come in to the Whitchurch-Stouffville Public Library or
¥

reserve it online at www.wsplibrary.ofi.ca. |
Anne sdoule I8 co-ordinator of Children's Services at \We would ke to thank ALEC CLOKE for making this space Un“mil\!v
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