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By Ruth LeBlan

My mind s a scramble. My
thoughts are running amok. Joy 1s
threatening to make me jump from
my chair and run up and down the
street like a crazed ool

Is it the thought of Christmas
Have | won a lottery Yes | have, or
should | say my husband Rick has

Was it a large amount of money
or did he and | receive the best
news in the entire world ¢

Indeed we did, and |
spread the news that hope does
spring eternal. 1 hose of you wh
have followed the worst time ol
my life and the gravity of my hus
band's bout with stomach cancer
know the
taken over our lives

[he diagnosis in April indicated
the cancer was contained
in May showed it had spread. In
June he returned to hospital strug
gling to survive. Continuous
chemotherapy since July has taken
its toll both physically and mental
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The situation worsened
Rick became a shadow of his for-
mer self. Now his 6 ft. 3 in. frame
is scarcely 120 pounds and as he
says, the mirror reflects someone
from a faded photo from a Nazi
war camp. Underweight, weary,
with the burden of the world on
his shoulders showing in his dead
eyes and fearful looks

Last week was the CI scan to
see if the cancer had spread. | have
discovered that certain “bad” can-
cers like Rick's can survive
chemotherapy. The hospital social
worker took me aside and told me
to prepare myself for the worst.
Family comforted me but also told
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Readers Write
Candidate Thanks Community

lo the Editor
| would like to thank the community of Ward two for your support in the 2006
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| he expernence remains 1o me an auulllpllbhllifhl worth bc'll'lg pruud of and an
accomplishment which has opened many new doors and created an amazing oppor-
runity in meeting many new acquaintances and friends

[he opportunity was so positive that it was overwhelming to me and to the
Campalgn team We found that so many Pt‘upil:" WEIE cage! and ener-

' . DO Members of my
getic in sharing their enthusiasm, knowledge and the desire to make a ditference in
me Lo prepare mysell | clung t Lhe mmunity | hank you or your inspiration, advice and continued encourage-
nope an | refused | believe he ment You truly have made me feel welcome and wanted
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~vould die | had made a promise to both you the constituents and to mybt’” that | would

As we sal HAagnNOsStic IMARINR ntinue to be an active and interested leader who is reliable and committed to the
vaising r the CI s _'”' .I o mmunity [hough | am not your official councillor | will continue to ktt’p 1
Whalen 6 Suigeun W 0o Dad | b and invite vou to contact me with regards to your concerns, issues, interest

erated on Kich W iNd CAME ' e 2 :

er !t ' hello Concern was v : ' | ”l. :1 N, P
jent as he looked at Rick and | s ,‘
pulled him aside and asked I he "‘,T MOALS VVald 4 |
telt the C 1 scan sh id be clear Me VRIICHUICH-O! VIVl
answered “With Cod wulling : = = ¥ . - RS .

Alter the Lest we wel 1O the El - R ﬂ o 2006
hem  asked Nurse Shelle ection Kerlections
{ she thought Rick w i be 2 s Bdive
f:"*h' v | she tried to reassure me At the sensors home | met a woman who'd wiped my behind and the next woman
- wag b ois gl s. b d watched my father die Life and death in a heartbeat. Well worth the price of
sadblasp .- o . : dmyssior me time during this campaign, | had a revelation. | realized the people
_ - rr” : - ' ..-r : ."t R '8 . - e for the status quo once again, because they needed someone to blame,
r__l | sl ‘_r ‘ - : : elieve themselves of any guilt for not taking responsible action
EL,. h | ‘" : | - C A re have councillors declare a conflict of interest when vot-

g 2 Ny 1t oertaining to corporations they have had any business or fiscal

'he next dav the ohone rans calings v m iy campaign contributions from. It wall pass.
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Hospital with the C1 scan resuit tville

Ihe chemo staff understood t PS. 1 never got a debate worthy of a democracy
vorry and knew we W | ha — —

sonle ights waiting |
result ney » y Ca
us out of Our miscry

My heart started poundir e
held my breath as the person at the , ACCE
hospital began to read the result AR AND “ R'I
Jf..ﬂf"?mplftﬂl*,' NORMAL, no sign r WOMEN’S FAsmONS*! FOONE so s
disease.” These few words changed
our life. Rick, still on chemo, 1s

struggling to absorb this wonder-
ful, amazing and miraculous news

To all of you I offer hope that
even in the worst situations, where
no hope is given, you can still expe-
rience a miracle. Rick said if he had
the energy he would do a chemo
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