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By Hob Hed

Novemnber I8 typscaky he month  that
resad Canadians COMMEaMOrate Our msiLary
men and women, both past and prese
This vaar Of 2014 18 380 100 years afler the
start of World War One

e First World War of 1914 1918 was the
worst confict Canada has ever iaken pan
oy With Britan gecianng wa on Germany
on Aug 4, 1914 Canada was automatically
at way 28 2 Brish OO However
Canada had sOMe SLRONOITTy 10 delarrmine
he lovel of the country’s involvernent. After
e Governor General declared war on
Aug. 5 1914 an ndependent Canadan
sxpeditionary force was rused

By the end of the war n 1918. over
&£20.000 Canathans were mobilized and
Canada's total casualties sto0d a1 OVl
60 000 killed and 250,000 wounded
The total number of civilian and miary
casualties for the entire confiict worlidwide
was over 37 mihon

Here are the three medals typically 1ssued
1o soldiers of the Canadian Expeditionary
Force. They are (nght to lefl) the Victory
Medal the British War Medal and the
1914-15 Star. The first two are much more
sommon than the 1914-15 Staras a soldier
had to have reached the front lines by
Dec. 31 1915 to be eligible for the Star.
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Thus soidiers who enlisted later in the wal
recoived only the Victory and British War
PAew

Thesse three medals are somelimes
rolerred 1o as “Pip, Squeak and Wilfred"”
which was a soldier's nickname for them
and comes from the characiers in a British
newsDaper cartoon stnp published in 1919
the same year medals were issued 10
velerans

Typically the soldier's name, rank and
sortal number can be found engraved On
the edge, or back, of the medal and with this
information one can begin 1o discover what -
happenad to him. Medals are treasured Dy
tamilies but there s a strong collectors
market as well. The hagher the rank and
experience of the individual the greater the
desirability

On Nov. 11 please take a few moments
to remember, respect ang give thanks
for the sacrifices of our military men and
women in the past, present and future

| welcome inquiries about any objects
and look forward to seeing and pernaps
writing about them. Please forward a photo
and a description to me through Stouftville
Free Press or drop them off al Reid'’s
Antiques, 6397 Man St. Stouffville durng
regular business hours Of via Robert@
reidsantiques.com

5688 Main Street
Stouftville, Onturin
L4A 7Z9

905-640-1424
store@betzpools.com
www.betzpools.com




