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Stouffville's Smartest Person’

By Kate Gilderdale
Stouffville Free Press

Stouffville's Alisia BonniCk nas achieved
more in her 21 years than mosi peOpie
manage in a lifetime

She started writing her first published
novel A Perfect Crime, while she was a
student at Etienne-Brulé, -a French high

school in Torontg. The DOOK has since been -

used as part of a grade B English curriculum
and is available from the wWhitchurch-
Stouffville Library

.«it was actually the fourth book | d
written. and it took me about 10 months
to finish.,” said Alisia, who wriles under
the pseudonym A.A. Smith Her second
novel. Diaspora, is now going through the
editing process and will come out next year.
Meanwhile, she is taking her Bachelor of
gcience degree in psychology, with a minor
in English, at the University of Toronto,
where she is also a teaching assistant.

Around the middle of May this year, she
was offered the opportunity to audition for
CBC TV's new interactive television series,
Canada’s Smartest Person. "A casting
agent sent me an email with details of the

show.” said Alisia, who still doesn't know

how the agent found her

“"When | asked her, she saxd I'm wst that
good’ and told me she thought | would De
a good "t

The show focuses on not one, DUt Six
categornes of nteligence musical, phys:cal
social, logical, visual and Rnguistic and
challenges participants 10 demonsitrate
thelr prowess in each category, live On
television. Alisia was among 32 peopie
selected from 4 000 apphcants 10 {ake pant

She had to fil out a form and creaie
a YouTube video explaining why she fell
qualified for the role “Then there was a
Skype inlerview with one of the producers
and an interview with the casting director
asking why | wanted to be on Canada’s

martest Person.”

Alisia Wwas pitted agaivst a firefighter,
a stay-at-home mother and a cheese
salesman. She almost made Hi through
to the final, but was defeated In a last-
minute cliffhanger between herself and the
firefighter.

Her ability to accomplish many different
tasks so effectively is mind-boggling. |
have very good time management skills,
and | make time for whats important 1o
me.” . she explained. “Everything | do is
what | love to do. | love psychology and
English, and those are the courses I'm
taking, so it doesn't feel like work.”

What eame across during the show and
on her YouTube video were her coolness
under pressure, her delightful sense of
humour and her ability not to take herself
‘ too seriously. "When | was younger I
«,was really shy, but | have to do a lot of
presenting as 4 teaching assistant a U of
T | am used to Speaking in front of people
and at job interviews.” :

While being in front of a studio audience
would be extremely daunting for anyone,
Alisia clearly relishes the opportunity to
stretch herself. and views every experience
g8 a chance to learn and grow. She is an
exceptional young woman with a bright
future. both i her chosen field of clinical
psychology and as ap accomplished author
and publisher.
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» On Line Booking is
Avoilable

138 Sanditord Dr.,
Unit 5. Srouttville

905.642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)

www.410avuto.co

Medi+ Plus”

VITAMIN C & L-LYSINE FORMULA

ON THE PURCHASE OF ANY
MEDIC PLUS PRODUCT WITH
THE MENTION OF THIS AD

Some conditions apply, cannot be
combined with other offers or promotionS.  *«
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Vitamins « Ssupplements « CONSUIK
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