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Darren Barthau (leftl with parents Jane! and David [and
Isabella). Three generations of the Barthau family have
been selling, repainng and making jewellery since 1568
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My father opened the
first jewellery and walch
repar shop in 1968 on the
ANNIVersary cComng
out of the hospial,” sad

o has

" CERTIFIED MASTECTOMY FITTINGS

Mastf'fmmy Bras - Mastectomy Bathing Suits
Partial Mastectomy Prosthesis

David. "l openad mine ten
years later in 1978 My son
Darren is now involved in the
business and handles the
purchasing and bDusiness
side of things.”

Lioyd Barthau, who died
a lew years ago, was a man
of courage and conwviction
"My dad had tuberculosis
as a chigd and was in the
SiCk Kids Hospital for close
10 nine years. He came out
of the hospilal when he
was 1/ years old and the
doctors had told him he
wouldn't bé able 10 walk
without! crutches or live
pas! 45 years,” sad David

Lioyd proved them wrong
on both counts. Armed
with some knowledge
of watch making, he
found employment at a
ewellery shop and went
o work on the fhrst day
without crulches "He
was very knowledgeable
and a people person. His
employer encouraged
my father to think about
opening s own slore one
day.” recalled David

While involved in repair
work, Lloyd learn! jewellery
making and dxd trade work
All the while David was
acqQuinng a natural affinty
towards the business. He
made sure | Aid a uttie o
of work here and there. |
was about 16or 17, and i |
wanted (o use the car, | had
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to pick up deliveries from
suppliers.” said David, who
made his first silver ring in
Grade 8.

David proved he was his
father's son when he won
a contest in school where
the kids were given a clock
motor and asked to design
a clock. "They chose the
three best designs, and
mune happened (o be one
of them " said Davd. “I
later went 10 George Brown
College for two years of
watch making and qualified
for a year-long scholarship
program in Switzerland. It
was an intense program
visiting walch factones and
learrning repair work.”

By then, it was an
expected transition for
David 10 join his father in the
business and open his own
store in Stouffville. His wife
Janet helped him along the
way by taking care ol the
bookwork. Darren showed
an early interest in the trade
when he dressed up as a
jeweller for Career Day in
Grade 1. “It's something
| always wanted to do. |
had seen my grandfather
and my father working,
But | wanted 1o lake the
business in a slightly
different direction and my
dad lets me do . I'm not
a bench person who can

interested in the purchasing
and business side,” said
Darren, who also atténded
George Brown College and
later went to California to
study gemology.

“I love diamonds and the
business,” said Darren. "l
am very proud to be pan
of a family legacy where
my grandfather and then
my parents were involved.”
Most people are surprised
at how well we get along
but we make the perfect
combination. Dad gives me
suggestions in my area and
| give him suggestions in
his. We all do our bit,” sad
Darren.

The Barthau family
hopes their Main St. West
business will continue
{0 be a household name
as it has been for three
generations. As David
points out, “We always put
our customers first. We're
there to help them mark a
happy occasion and honour
a special event. It's our job
o point them in the nght
direction and help them
make the right choice. After
all, jewellery, especially
pieces that become family
heirlooms or a wedding
ring, are also generational,
just like our business.”

Write to Kinjal at kinjal.

sit at the jewellery bench dagli@gmail.com
doing repairs. | am more
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