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The late Tommy Douglas nevel
promises when running for omce
the long time premiar of
who n 2004
'l::df‘l-.ltli;ili overf moie In {nru::].rm
universal health care to this country
pledged that it elected he would deal with
every 1Ssue 10 the best of s ability basedd
Upon the circumstances of the day
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Making poltical promises 1S a mugs
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Impossibie to follow through on campaign

piedges made in the heal A the Dhatlla
N an attempt to attract a broad range of
voters. The current feQeral @leclion has
Seen a nost ! OIMISes madie as the three
fromt running leaders try 1o differentiate
themsealves from one another Each leader
has tned to set the narralive as 1o what
Canadians want. and then offered o give
it 10 them in spacdes

f'.r"frj,']ln!,-?lr-r* the volers !F', 10 Mani i 4
of the key econon s around whc!
the leaders are trying 1o fabncate thew
platforms. Is Canada in a rece: g
SO whnal goes that actually mea ' 1
Canada run a dehcit and there actually
De a small surpius trhis year s Canada
= ONOImMn [_H_”"'L'__:FfT'.._]1":""a' QvVer the pas AT
/ears exemplary., or sadly lacking/ Are
new jobs beng created by the Thousandas

or irretnavably lost/

The truth of the
i comes 10 the
would like to
intiuence the decthion i1 will Qo
HBut they are kidding themselves, and
thir uh,*mu“,- What 11:--.-'*n1nwhf*. o have
s the shape of ouwr democracy
art how it 15 10 be instituted ON a gay 10
day Dasis Many would Say s election 18
orimarily about the kand of country Canada

15 1hat when
governmaenits
nave a major

matiers
eCconomy.,
think they
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should be and that the volars should
assess the leaders with that in mung
It all starts with the character and the
personal Iracw r aris o the canchaates
N your nding Nho can hrrqy-'l the
embarrassment we all il when the
LMY YOO 130 [i"-.;lhj."l;i e 10 vyu T{II‘”‘,'
ners 1993 only 10 have his Oobvious
personal shoncomings surtacs nory
afer the alaction
It s up 10 the volers 10 Cchack Outl the
resuymes of 1he candhidate 1nay woula mare
in X for With ail Tour leacding canciaatles in
the Markham-Stouffville calhng Stouftvilie
1 T int be hard 10 g the i
' !
wiesiep the » gl alalY: Dommuses
r iagh the red hermngs, and vole
hasad | DOt st | 1ol truly has the st
terest i th 1. and this wondertuy!
iry. at heart

Blue Jay a Sign of Joy for
Bereaved Family

A Guest Submission
by Diane Ward

Last year as | was judging fromt yards
for Stouffville Garden Club's Happy Flace
Competition, something made me turn
off Main St. and go along Commercial
St. where | spotted an extraoraginary
front garden. | returned to place a sign
acknowledging this lovely creation. At this
year's garden tour | ended up hosting at
that same property. Tracy Vernon, who
created the garden, told me that she and
her family had been mourning the loss of
her daughter and had decided to move 10
Stouffville a couple of years ago and star
gardening. When she arrived nome 10 see
the sign | had placed on her property the
year before, it was during a particularly
difficult time for her. She called her Mom 1o
tell her about the nice thing that happened
that day.

She told me how she and her husband
had adopted a dog who was trained 1o
fight and kill. Last year the dog had found
a baby blue jay on the back patio. This
‘killer' dog was very gentle with the baby
bird. Tracy took the bird into the house
and her son researched how to feed il
As it grew, she took it outside where it
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hopped around the Dack yard One. day
she noticed it hopped onto the dog s back
and when the dog got up, it fiuttered to
the {]rf:ruruj This ‘fighting !_'TFHJ returned
to allow ‘Blue Bell’ 1o chmb on his back
continued until the httle bird learmed
to fly. They kept the back door open all
day 1o allow Bilue Bell to fly out and spend
the day He usually returned at night, bul
not always. Then one day he came Dack
with a mate

| told Tracy | thought this was a sign
from her daughter, telling her that although
Tracy couldn’t change the outcome of her
daughter’'s ife, she had cared for her with
love. Tracy did the same for the blue jay
and now 1t was time for the bird to leave

_This year, Biue Bell has been around and

even visited a neighbour, whose fnends
couldn’t belileve a blue jay would come
and land on his shoulder, | felt something
had made me dnve along-her street rather
than Main St. that day a year earlier

Has anyone else in town had an unusual
visit from a Blue Jay?

Diane Ward is a Whitchurch-Stouftville

resident. She was the Town's Citizen

of the Year in 2009 and continues 1o

be involved in numerous volunteer
organizations including the Markham Farr.
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By Bruce Stapley
Stouffville Free Press

With over two weeks still left to endure of a
federal election campaign that has become a
classic exercise in obfuscation’, it's time 1o
give our addled brains a much needed break

So even if just for a few hours each
day., unplug from the campaign chatter and
enjoy the simple pleasures of lite. Like the
Blue Jays and their glonous emergence nlo
senous playoff contention this summer. Sure,
baseball 1s designed to break your heanl. It
begins each year with the eternal hope that
comes with springtime, only to leave fans in
29 of the 30 major league cities feeling like
jilted lovers left out in the cold as the autumn
chill sets in late in October and there 1S only
one team left standing on the diamond.

But oh that the Jays could be that team
this year, everi though they gg in tough given

" the number of high octane outfits they are

up against. Look how it took 10 seasons of
near and nearer misses before the blue birds
finally won their ﬂrst World SEHES back In
1992

But win or lose, they have enabled us to
rediscover the magic of a leisurely game that
s played under sunny summer sk#&s with no
time imits, but which at any given.time cap
suddenly explode with the excitement thal
comes with a home run blast or a ballet-style
leap by a shortstop.

Once the Jays have finally Rung them up
for the season we'll have* the reincarnated
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Out In Write Field

Election-Overload?
Just Park It for a Spell

UP AND COMING
The Stuuffwlle Free Press welcomes community event listings from
non- pruf"t‘ghqps and organizations. Please send a brief synopsis
of upcoming events by email to stouffvillefreepress@rogers.com

Maple Leafs to immerse ourseives in as all
eyes look for that ray of hope that came with
the air lift of game changer administrators the
past year or so. Although after last season's
unprecedented plummet, many citizens of
Leafs Nation will-need morethan a hint of a
reversal of the trend of recent years in order
totome out of hiding. ~

Of course forthose who don't need to have
their sports fix provided by'mega milhonaires
from around the planet, the Stouffville Spint
are already entertaining the town faithful with
a group of high energy kids skating their
hearts outl. And the team is as close asyour
radio for home and road games.ﬂhanks to
the colourful WhiStle Radio broadtast team
headed up by the one and only Rick ‘'The
Stash’ Callaghan :

Aside from things sporting, this town has a
never ending list of other attractions to serve
as a disfraction from all that election noise.
Just check out our Up and Coming spot in
this edition of the Free Press for a samphng
of options for October h

Remember, however, that after you
have succeeded in cleanng your election
campaign-scrambled senses for a spell, it 1s
essential that when October 19 finally armves
you get out and vote. Oh and if by some
chance the Jays are playing that night, make
sure to vote early so you don't Miss a pitch!

*““To be evasive, unclear or
confusing, ™ as defined by
Merriam-Webster. It fits doesn't it?
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