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God and Culture:

Searching for ways to make God relevant

A few thoughts from Heise Hill Church's
Senor Pastor, Steve Auther

Peace ~ let it start with me

he heartbreaking and violent evenis taking place in Gaza, Syna Iraq. Sudan, and in many other

places in our world are tragic reminders that we human beings tend to fail miserably in our desire
to bring nonv olent resolutions 1o conflict. All this violence and hatred often leads us 1o ask why
God is allowing this to happen to 50 mdii; innocent people? This 1s a valid question. How we
answer it likely determines how mugch peace will come to our world

| am not going 10 pretend that | can proy tde an answer thaseveryone will find adequate

However,' | am willing to say that God does not sit idle. Une of the greatest gifts we have been

given Dy God is freewill. We as Gods creations get to choose much of our own destiny God
does indeed try to intervene in ISSUes like war that go against his nature, but he does not do so
at the cost of our freewill. He tries [0 bring peace by inspiring people to speak out for peace and
nonviolent resolutions to conflict
At last year’s Stouffville Peace Festival peace panel three-time Nobel Peace Prize nominee,
Dr. 1zzeldin Abuelaish, shared the tragic story of his three daughters who were killed in Gaza
by Israeli tank fire on their home. He tells this distressing story if his book I Shall Not Hate.
People like Dr. Abuelaish make a choice. They make a choice not to hate. They choose 10 make a
difference. They let peace start with them. f
50. when We ask what God is doing about all the violence in the world, we can say that he 1s
trying to make 2 difference through people. Do not doubt it for one moment—we can make a
. difference. We can stand up for peace. lesus came to teach us to loye our enemies, not 10 kill
them. As a follower of Jesus | <hould be willing to try and live that out. Even if one might not
accept that Jesus is the Son of God, one can surely accept that they can let peace starl with them.

We do not have to be the person that comes up with the solution to bring peace to the
‘e MiddleEast, but we can be part of a culture that refuses to buy into the

never-ending cycle of violence.
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Let it start with ma with you. Let us live lives that promote peace, lives that encourage others
| 10 promote peace. Al Heise Hill we encourage you to take part in the Stouffville Peace Festival
| September 16-21. (o to Facebook.com/StouffvillePeaceFest 10 learn more.
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Heise Hill Church: We nieet at 11760 Woodbine Ave., Gormley °
. (1 KM south of Stouffville Road) d .
on Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM. Learn more at heisehill.org
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Over the past 3 months since we’ve opened, there has
been an outpouring of support from our customers.
We are committed to consistently delivering quality
workmanship in an honest and friendly manner.

Call Dave to schedule your next appointment for all your
_automotive needs.

« Preventative Maintenance e Safety/Annual Inspections

e Brakes e Tires }
e Shocks & 5Struts e Electrical |
e Front End Repairs _ e Diagnostics

e Alignment e Suspension

e Oil Changes N e Batteries

» Tune Ups » Check Engine Lights,

e Air Conditioning « MotorVac Fuel Injection Service

BELLS

AUTOMOTIVE

s ROPRS

205-643-9421

005-642-9433

82 Sandlhrcl Dr.

(across from the town office)

Complete auto repair | All makes & models | Cars & light trucks




