Talk Of The Town

What's In A Name?

A club for all seniors

By Ben Embiricos

Changes in an organization's name
can be very significant, reflecting a
change in how it sees itself and wants
to be seen by others. “Rebranding” is
no longer a preserve of the corporate
worid, but has crept over into other
areas of our lives.

This brings me to the 55 Plus Club.

until quite recently, the club was
Known as the “Whitchurch-Stouffville
Seniors’ Club” or more fully as the
"Whitchurch-Stouffville Silver Jubilee
Senior Citizens' Club”.

An excerpt from a 1999
commemorative booklet on the club's
nistory notes that, “The club was
Inaugurated on February 7, 1977, when
four ladies, concerned that Stouffville
offered no recreation for the elderly,
decided to speak up about using the
old post office on Main Street for this
purpose”. Note the unapologetic use
of the word “elderly”.

| have heard different explanations
about how the club came to change
its name to the 55 Plus Club. One
credible account suggests that there
was .a group within the club that
considered it important to attract
younger members.

There is an irony, isn't there, in a
group founded to serve the ‘elderly’
subsequently seeking younger
members? Isn’t that a bit like the
organizers of a play group becoming
concerned that the age zero to five-
year-old demographic is too dominant
and that really what is needed.are
some toys to entertain the 20 to
30-year-olds?

This would not matter but for the
fact that it is illustrative of a series of
important problems. What, if anything,
does a 55-year-old have in common
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with a 96-year-old? In fact the former
could be the grandchild of the latter!

There are some seniors of all ages
who, not unreasonably, resent being
defined by their age. It is also not
uncommon to find people well into
their eighties being healthy and active
enough to enjoy a wide variety of
activities, and no doubt they would
ike the club and the town to provide
some of them. We can all respect this.
with the important caveat that those
who need significant help as a result of
their age should be the priority.

In recent years, a number of older
and/or more infirm seniors have
expressed serious concerns that their
needs are not being adequately met
Dy the town or the club. Being a bit
ored if you are a healthy, retired
65-year-old is a bit different from being
an 88-year-old widow with a bad hip
and an increasingly shrinking social
life.

The name change to the 55 Plus
Club underlines the risk of forgetting
that the club was founded to help the
“elderly”.

In recent years the club has been
housed in a temporary home at
Latcham Hall, and the'town renovated
the building before the club moved in.

Unfortunately the floor plan is such.

that only one program or activity
can be provided at a time in most
situations. So, for example, a seniors’
yoga or dance class will mean that
space Is not available for cards and
coffee. And many of the older and/or
more infirm seniors cannot participate
in yoga, dance or even chair yoga.
Different views about town facilities
for seniors have circulated on council,
within the club and elsewhere for years,
with some favouring a new facility in
the current town building and others
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the tallest active volcano néar the Uyuni Salt Flats. g M |

LS

seeking a dedicated seniors' unit within
the planned, but now seemingly on
hold, library-leisure centre expansion.
The perfect solution may take time:;
big, publicly-funded building projects
do, But in the meantime, older seniors
shoflld be given a dedicated space
they can use as a simple drop-in
facility for a coffee and a chat for at
least a few hours every week day.

The town and the club should
remember that the priority should
be to help seniors who need it by
vitue of their age. That is why the
club was formed and that is where
the most pressing need remains.
Telling a 90-year-old to wait a few
years for something as basic as a
dedicated place to go for a coffee is
not reasonable.

Other towns provide this and so
should we.
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THE HEAT IS COMING
Is Your A/C Ready
To Keep You Cool?

i‘i"’ IS the proud
Radiocioz.pm sponsor of

TUESDAY NIGHTS - 7:00 - 8:00 P.M.

Specializing in
Volkswagen

Audi

Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche

European & Asian
Rick ’::clllughuﬂn L{ 4
* Free courtesy car (by appointment)
* Yes, we do Domestic
* On Line Booking is
Available

138 Sanditord Dr..

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)

www.410auto.ca

Gator™ gets you there

Gator XUV 625i

Top Spepd of 48 km/h
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Superior Terrain Capability
Best in Oass Ride Quality -

“ . _D0%APR/AIR for 36

XUV B25i

Advanced Engine System
Superior Terrain Capability
Best in Class Ride Quality

0% APR/AIR for
36 months

RSXB50i Gator

Four-wheel independent suspension
Full-lockings true 4WD system

Automotive-style braking system
0% APR/AIR for36
g months™
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FARM SUPPLY

*L%ndon Insurance Company

- life /

Hepresentative

TIM ROCHACEWICH

B. Comm, CLU, CH. FC., CFP

T 14183 HIGHWAYYE ©
STOUFFVILLE, ON L4A 7X3
905-640-2692 '
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| Our hostess will bring gifts and
greetings, along with helpfel
| community information.

: HutchinsonFarmSupply.com

" NEW TO YOUR
COMMUNITY! CALL
« Karen 905-640.1657
Sheryl 416-898-4770
JJoan - Baby Welcome
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FOR SALES & SERVICE INFORMATION CALL
905-642-8748

905-640-4588
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