A Magical Experience

Colombian intern 'a real treasure'

By Kinjal Dagli Shah

Witney Bautista grew up in Bogota,
Colombia, where people often said,

“Canada isn't interesting because the
weather is terrible."

While facts can't beignored, 26- year-
old Witney's ane-year internship at the
Care & Share Thrift Shop in Stouffville

has been more joyful than she'd ever
imagined.

‘I'am so happy to be here. Winter is
a little hard but it is so beautiful. This is
the first time | experienced snow and It
IS magical,” she said, adding that she
has been able to greatly improve her
English language skills after arnving
in Canada.

As part of a program run by the
Mennonite Central Committee. a
worldwide charitable ministry, Witney
had the opportunity to live with a host
family in Stouffville and volunteer at
the Care & Share Thrift Shop. She
belongs Yo a family of pastors and is
the first person in her family of six to
nhave visited Canada.

‘I am also a flight attendant and |
love travelling. | have previously been

to Chile and South Africa on different
missions but Canada Is wonderful.
People are so friendly and they live
really comfortably. It is different from
Colombia where we see so much
poverty. .| would like to move here in
the future,” she said,

However, Witney made sure she
saw the downside of the country
00 - people who aren't iving so
rnmfﬁrldhly

‘I went to Toronto and worked for
three days with homeless people.
In Colombia, (they) are considered

dangerous but here they aren't. It is
really sad fo see the homeless here
because the weather makes it so hard
on them," she pointed out.

Witney Is the eldest of four siblings,
and when she has a chance. she
regales them with stories about her
experiences.

"I told them that snow is like magic
falling from the sky. | return home in
July but | plan to travel to Miami next
10 work in a church there. | know a
pastor there and would like to study
with hlrﬂ | like helping people, it's a
passion, she said.

Deborah LoPatriello, operations
manager at Care & Share, couldn't
be happier to have had Witney on the
staff for a year.

“She has fit in quite well with us. We
have enjoyed her company in many
ways and she is a dedicated worker
who Is delightful and beautiful and
helpful. She is a real treasure,” she
sald.

Write to Kinjal at kinjal.dagli@gmail
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By Kinjal Dagli Shah

When Erin Bracken-Sewell moved into
a century home in Stouffville, she couldn't
bear to throw out a big pile of wood that
the previous owners had left behind.. So
she decided to paint it, and ended up with a
home venture called the The Wee Art Nook.

“There was a lot of random old wood in
the basement and garage — things like old
doors and mouldings,” said the 38-year-
old, who now lives in Uxbridge.

“We eventually sold the house and
planned on leaving (the wood) for the new
owners in case they ever needed it, but
they didn’t require it. As moves go, we left
it till the last minute and all of a sudden.
our new garage had a big pile of wood in
the middle with no home. | couldn't bring
myself to throw it out or use it as firewood "
Erin recalled.

‘I had in recent years taken up painting
as a hobby, so | decided to make some
Christmas signs and donate a portion of
the proceeds to Plan Canada.” She had
also learnt to sew in previous years and had
started collecting old t- shirts and sweaters
with a plan of turning'them into upcycled
pillows.

“After Christmas, | thought,.why not
make a go of this and make uthen‘[upcycled
stuff?-1 love pillows and often didn't like to
part with clothing, so | figured this would
be another way of turning them into a piece
of ‘art’ that you can easily swap out in your
house,"” she said.

“Upcycling is basically just transforming
something old or not Useful into something
new. I've always loved to find naw uses

for-things. I've often been on the verge”of”

tossing something and then, lo and behold,
it finds itself a new home." v

In the family’s Stouffville home, "the
previous owners left a lot of random bits
iry the basdment. One was an old kitchen

The Upcycle Of Life

cabinet that we turned into a kitchen island..

My husband and mom took one look at it
and were about it toss it to the curb. | said it
Just needed a lick of paint, some new knobs
and a new top. It turned out tn be one of my
husband's favourite pieces.”

Erin put some creativity into thinking up a
name for her business as well..

‘I have an Irish/Scottish hentage which
IS why | included the ‘wee’, and also
the space | use in my home is literally a
tiny' corner of our office-cum-art area and
sewing space. So it is a kind of play on
words,” said the mother of two.

She believes inspiration can come from
anywhere and from everyday things.

“Some ideas just pop into my head. |
often use old and perhaps cliched sayings
that everyone loves to hear anyways, or- by
request on custom pieces. Anything goes
when it's customized. It's nice to be able to
think of a personal touch to go along with
something if the person doesn't have a
specific idea in mind," she noted.

‘I haye great friends that | made a ceottage
sign for that reads ‘Hayners Outback’. The
owners are a Canadian and Australian
couple so | printed off a» map of Canada
and a map of Adatralia and stencilled on a
silhouette of both countries and they loved
o, " A -

Erin said she hasn't registered her
business yet because it's fairly small at
this point. But she is proud of the fact that
there is an environmentfriendly element in
her work.

‘I launched it by starting the Christmas

“signs in December last year and have been

using social media and word of mouth for
“publicity. | love the fact that I'm Arying to
re-use things for my business. tpractise
that a lot in my own life ‘and like that
someone’s art mrght have been an old door
or shelf or shutter." .
Write to Kinjal at kinjal.dagli@gmail.com
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SWEET DEALS and 9 YEARS SERVICE!

Quality Off - Lease BUSINESS COMPUTERS
With Savings Up To 75% Off Retail - Why Buy New!
40" Led TV/Monitor $295.00

WINDOWS 7 STILL AVAILABLE

i — — =

Toshiba mmm’mm 5195
ASUS 2.0 2250 KDMI WEBCAM 17 Sreei '
Mac Powerbook 13" I2Gl1:/ DVDIW/I.eopard §95

HP 15.6 Towch Screen’ Windows § New Open Box
IBM Lenovo T400 (20 2.26Ghr 4Gig
HP Pavilion Business Tablet TouchScreen Windows 7
ASUS 2.4Gh1 4Gig 500 17 Screen HDML Webcam
MAC COMPUTERS From 595

i-MAC All In One I7" ¢ w Keyboard & Mowse Wi BT
MacBook 13.3 2.16Ghz 2Gig 160 Webcam

MacBook PRO 15.4°/2,5Ghx/4Gig/250 Webcam
DESKTOPS/TOWERS FROM $95

(Price Includes LCD Monitor, Keyboard & Mouse)

CPU ONLY DEALS
HP INTH i3 Quad/ 3.0Gh1 4Gig/ 40 /Card Reader $395
PELL BUSINESS Core2Duo Windows7 Pro
ThinkCentre BUSINESS Core2Duo Windows 7 PRO

FULL SELECTION OF PARTS & ACCESSORIES

ALL MAJOR REPAIRS

HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday 10AM - 6PM - S-:rturdcry IUH.HGPH
Phone: 647-877-1592 or E-Mail: cdecompiirogers.com
6246 Main St. Unit 2, Downtown Stouffville
(1 Block West Of CIBC Bank North Side)
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cdcComputer!iquidators.com
Trade In That Old Computer Working Or Mot!

FOR CASH!

320 Webcom 59!

5495
5895

§395
9395
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This is no mere novelty
pleving. Itis meaningful
and lllusionary...’

L AMicheal Bailey )
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