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Brewing up Business

A recent visit to Port FPerry provided an
opportunity to see how a waeall managed,
beautifully restored building housing a new
microbrewery brings locals and visitors
tlocking into that downtown community

Of course, Port Perry already has a large
selection of independent retalil stores,
restaurants and cafes on its heritage main
street, with the added bonus of Lake Scugog
providing a picturesque backdrop. But given
Mayor Altmann's vision for our own Main Street,
which he articulated at the Mayor's Dinner on
April 9, a craft brewery could be a Key addition
to Stouffville’'s downtown revitalization.

Stouffville Brewing Company's application to
lease the former Silver Jubilee building at Main
and Market streets, a town property, would
entall extensive renovations at an estimated
cost of $350,000, which would be borne by

the town. Ihe brewery would then lease the cores that could really benefil from this
building from the town for $50,000 a year. economic stimulus.”
Of course, spending taxpayers’ money in a Sadly, the hollowing out of downtown They say

volatile economy isn't something that can be
done without careful consideration of the risks
and benefits, but there are strong indications
that this type of establishment could provide a
substantial economic boost to the community.
“There are currently well over 150 operating
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breweries in the province with many more in
planning,” said Cam Heaps, chair of Ontario
Craft Brewers, in an April press release.

"The Industry employs over 1,000 people in
direct brewery jobs and more than four times
that in indirect jobs... They account for well
over 30 per cent of the direct brewing jobs in
the province."

With the provincial government's recent
announcement that it intends to open up more
retail outlets for beer, “These new changes
will allow craft brewers to double or triple our
share which will create another 1,000 to 2,000
direct craft brewery jobs across the province,"
sald Mr. Heaps,

Ontario Craft Brewers' president John Hay
added that the growth of such businesses
“will give a real shot in the arm to smaller
communities and particularly to downtown

Stouffville continues with the move of the
CIBC branch to the west end. If council is
serious about revitalizing our heritage district
and boosting the local economy, we believe
that Stouffville Brewing Company's proposal
could be an excellent place to start.
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| asked mom if | was a gifted child.
She said they certainly wouldn't have
paid for me.

Calvin, Calvin and Hobbes

It'd be cool if my kids could make
something | actually want, like a bottle
of wine, out of macaroni and glue.
Stephanie McMaster

Having kids makes you look stable

to the people who thought you were

Ccrazy, and crazy to the people who

thought you were stable. j
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The mother-child relationship s
paradoxical and, in a sense, tragic.
It requires the most intense love on
.the mother’s side, yet this very love
must help: the child grow away from

“entirely. But
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It would seem that something which
means poverty, disorder, and violence
every single day should be avoided
the desire to beget
children is a natural urge.
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