By Kate Gilderdale
Stouffville Free Press

They came, they partied and then - alas
- they departed.

Qur British family and friends braved what
IS On track to become the coldest February
On record to celebrate our daughter's
wedding. As Mr. Wallethead observed to
those fearless pilgrims during his speech,
“I've heard destination weddings are all the
rage. But Toronto? In February?"

As life goes spinning on around us, we
often fail to take time-to appreciate what
we have. |he wedading concentrated my
mind wonderfully on how very lucky we
are to have such a loving family, including
many who are not blood relatives. but who
we have collected along the way since our
early days as immigrants in Toronto in the
mid-70s,.

It was also a reminder of how our corner
of Canada embraces people from across
the world, with vastly different beliefs.
backgrounds and interests. and makes
them part of the wonderful. motiey crew
that constitutes our country. From Turkey,
Colombia and Pakistan to Serbia and
Iran, our guests came from many different
countries to settle in one of the most
daccepting places on the planet,

If you were born here and have never
been to a citizenship ceremony, | urge you
to tag along when someone you Know
becomes a Canadian. Mr. Wallethead and
| have attended four - ohe being our own
— and we never cease to be amazed at
Now moving they are. As a result. we have
become citizenship ceremony groupies.

As we stood under the candlelit chuppah
at our daughter's wedding, our feelings
were beautifully summed up by the officiant
when he said, in refererfce to the joining

of two cultures, “This is a wedding made
in Toronto."

‘I've heard destination weddin
But Toronto? In February?”
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Last Night Of The Poms*

I'd like to claim the credit for a flawless
event, but that honour goes to our daughter,
her husband and his parents. It started with
the perfect venue for our combined families
- the Toronto Reference Library. Both bride
and groom grew up surrounded by books
and both have always been avid readers.

At the end of the evening, guests were
invited to take home one of the many tomes
donated by members of the wedding party,
along with a bookmark commemorating an
unforgettable day.

Apart from contributing a lot of books
myself, | also agreed to supply some home
Daked goodies for the desseri table. My
daughter asked what | would be making.
‘Cranberry cake dessert bars,” | said. with
misplaced confidence

The week before the wedding | was
elbow deep in flour €ggs, butter, sugar
and cranberries, creating my unique

masterpieces. The first batch were. to put
It mildly, a little crisp; my friend suggested |
rebrand them as blackened Cajun cranberry
cakes.

Undaunted (read panic-stricken),
| chucked them out and started again.
The next lot came out looking surprisingly
like the picture in the recipe until | started
cutting them into ‘sguares’, whereupon
they assumed an uncanny resemblance
to three-dimensional

Stouftville Free Press o March 2015 « 7
e e S B L

Vintage Whine

Several days on and we're still scarfing
our way through cranberry blobs, date and
walnut squares, chocolate chip cookies and
tiny perfect lemon shortbreads.

February. From the longest shortest
month to the most wonderful time of the
year.

"‘Ancient Oz slang for Brits

time to re-rebrand them as
Cranberry blobs. The good
news Is, they tasted a lot
better than they looked. !

The party may be over, but
the warm glow of happiness
lives on. We poured the
Brits into eabs and cars and
delivered them to Pearson.

Rorschach inkblots. It was ,

I

*STOUFFW LLE

| Whitchurch - Stouffville s Online Direc lory and Tourism Guide

ille

“Free Press

«“WhiStle

Radio 102.7m

, GOV

Ofiz7z0

Dear Canada Revenue Agency:
I would like to cancel my subscription. Please
remeve my name from your mailing list.

I WISH IT WERE THAT EASY.

Child Tax Benefit. medical‘expenses. capital g

Each year CRA adds something new te
complicated. Help" -

LDB Business Services can prepare tax returns
covering a wide range of different situations -
individtal income tax: sole proprietorship (self
employed/contractors): rental property income:
transport drivers; employment expenses: HST

return filing. etc, Alsoswe can help vou with late

filing as far back as 10 years, OR. bring in your
prior returns and we willsreview them free of
charge, As well, we offer asrs";:fé.jfjnce appluing for
any, disability credit you or vour family member
may qualify for '

We have Been preparing income tax returns
since 1992 Let us ensure that you keep every
penny You are entitled fo and make the filing
process as easy as possible, :
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LDB Business Services

Income Tax Specialist Since 1992

86 Ringwood Drive. Unit 26. Stouffullle
Teh 905-640-1146 » Fax 905-640 1156

ains. day care. enerqu credit and the list goes |
on. What am | entitled to and what am | not entitled to, S

what do | claim. how do | know what I'm entitled to_it's

many credits. so manv decisions.
a never ending sea of questions

> the tax system just to make it a little more ‘ .
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Lynn, Débbie and Nadine (and
Georgie!) can look after all vour
tax needs. '
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gs are all the rage.
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cr all your eye care needs

.Stouffville
= optomeétry
DID YOU KNOW’ ... '

exposure to excessive light,

including f tended
inc quglt:ng rom extende

use of electronic display

* screens, can disrupt sleep.
»— American Medical Association
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~ Dr M. McDowell ~ Dr M. de Jesus

% new patients welcome
_evening appointments
: " contact lenses >
fashion eyewear
lab on premises :
stare of the artechnology

Ask us about i L ‘
 preventative —"
solutioss. 6085 Main Street

5.642.3937
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