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By Jill MecWhinnie

On a very cold (minus 12) Saturday morning in January.
the Stouffville Camera Club was given permission to
photograph exhibits in three Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum
buildings: the Bogarttown Schoolhouse. the Brown House
and the log cabin.

he outing was arranged by the club's Michael Brisbin
and museum curator Stephanie Foley. The photographers
(OOK hundreds of pictures. while stephanie provided expert
commentary on the exhibits, The photos will be donated to
the museum to enhance aisplay options, as the museum
hopes to expand the number of exhibitions taking place
there.

The Bogarttown Schoolhouse dates from 1857 and is the
oldest red brick schoolhouse in Ontario. outside loronto
Club members—focused—on-—elementsthat detined the
one-room school: neat rows of wooden desks. Quill pens,
iInkwells, writing slates and a pot-bellied woodstove.

When asked how today's ‘wired’ generation reacts to
the schoolhouse, museum program coordinator Krista
Rauchenstein noted, “"Some tell us that they would have
loved to have been an early settler. while others say they
would never have wanted to have lived auring that time. A
child on a recent field trip felt that pioneers must have been
really smart to do all that they did without the technoloay
that we have togay. | think this child's comments uH-Jprhhw
the importance ol preserving these neritage resources ftor
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FOCUS ON HERITAGE

Camera Club visits Museum

uture generations."

The Brown House, a Victorian farmhouse built in the
1850s, was donated to the museum in 1984 and has been
restored (o represent a prosperous farmhouse of the 1880s.

Club members captured the patterned oilcloths on
the floors, the cozy parlour and elegant dining room
lurnishings, and the farmhouse kitchen with its massive
black iron woodstove, whose pipe extended upwards to
provide heat to the second storey of the house, and could
De dangerously hot

| asked Camera Club president Ken Jarvis to share tips
lor 1aking 'vintage shots in historic locations. I like to use
a tnpod 1t allowed and use a small aperture of at least F8
and above to keep everything in focus.” he said.

‘Natural light i1s usually the best for good results. Window
ight adds a lot to a vintage photograph when setling the

~proper exposure. This will sometimes require setting a

manual exposure on the camera. | find most vintage photos
should be converted to black and white or sepia to give
them that aged appearance.”

| asked Knsta how local seniors, whose families may
nave donaled artifacits o the museum, respond when Going
a tour

“The seniors who visit the site are pleased to see the
local heritage being preserved.” she said. “Many people
coming here are surprised to see that simple objects from
their youth have been preserved. It cdan Spdrk memaories
inat have been long forgotten.”

Seniors connect in a different way than young people
added Stephanie. “The seniors. especially, 1t theyre
local, remember things from firsthand experiences. They
remembper when the Village of Stouffville and the Township
of Whitchurch amalgamated. One of our volunteers is going
through a set of scrapbooks related to Vandorf that a friend
loaned him, and he ‘and his wife are nNaving a great time
walking down memory lane.’ |

Are new residents Interested in local history? “The
challenge for more recent residents is that communities are
different now." she said

‘The internet expands boundaries and so connections
10 the physical place where you live are nof necessarily
as Strong as for people that lived here earlier. Since the
opening of the new building on site, the museum has been

NOrKiNg to develop new programming IKe our summer
= ‘ _ AL

Animal Tales preschool programming - to bring in new
audiences to the facility and encourage new connections
to heritage and their community.”

This fall the museurn will host a special dinner to honour
the bicentennial of the birth of Sir John A. MacDonald.
Canada’s first Prime Minister, $he said, and the menu will
pe based on the food served at a benefit held far Sir John
in 1881, "

The club assembled for a group picture in the 16 by 20
foot log cabin, We all imagined how it would feel to spend
this frigid winter day in the cabin with only a woodstove or
fireplace for heat '

“They didn't go outside a lot in winter: hence the
expression cabin fever," said Stephanie. She also pointed
out a small in box hung on the wall, where candles were
stored at might. “Early candles were made from animal
tallow and provided a tasty treat for the little cnitters that
shared the cabin with the settlers.”
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prosperous farmhouse of the late 19th
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: e -4 Y. Members of the Stouftville Camera Club visited the Whitchurch-Stouffviller r\huﬁeum on a
~ v £ Rk ne-chilling day in January. Seen here (left to, right): museum curator Stephanie Foley,
! £y = Helene Zafiropoulos, Jason Bedford, Denise Chong, Andrew Chong, Ken Jarvis, Kevin
C T aen McWhinnie, Michael Brisbin, Kristine Marks, Jill rs?l«::‘b.»‘w'hinr:iaf_-| Jim Brett and Paul Naishe «
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