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A Fair Donation To A Vital Cause
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| Community Mennonite Voices
A Sto;:ffville Family at the Mandela Memorial
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~ontributed by Bryan Moyer Suderman |

Bryan Moyer Suderman 1S a Songwriies who fives in Stouftville and atlends Community
Mennonite Church He wrole Ine MuSK for “Selah’s Song.” an ongmnal folk musiCal
presented by Theatre of the Beat and performed in Stouftvilie Jan 9-11, 2014

On the night | learned ot Nelson Mandela’s oealh, | wa Slouttville's Barnside Siud
recorging the tinal v ¥ als 1o 1ne SOur Nracs (" EFr f! L na in oniginal inlk mi al
~ith themes thal resonale geeply w th Mandela’s story. It was an emotional expe ance 10f Me

{0 SIng (NESe 1yrics 10 Ihe Show
that night

“ ‘Cause the drumbeal of war
that we hear all around

is a sound so afraid and alone
There's another drummer
drumming somewhere

With a rhythm that's calling us home... - -
Won'l you sing, sing, sing with me?
Won'l you sing a song of peace m

{itie 1rac

Two days later we were on a plane, headed
1o South Africa for a long anticipated trip 10
visit family. And three days after thal we were
a1 FNB Stadiwm in Soweto along with tens of
thousands of others far the official Mandela
memorial. ’

Brvan and son Matthew al Ine

Nelson Mandela memorial Dec 10
L] '“.

It was a rainy Johannesburg morning and as we made our way loward the stadium Over three
hours before the scheduled “start” of the event, we could already hear the people singing
from half a kilometer away. We walched group after group arrive — many of them singing and
dancing. “Strugale songs” frem {ne apartheid era, and the oft-repealed refrain “Mandela,
you're' my President!”

"Siyabonga, Mandela™ — "We are grateful, Mandela.” These 100 Were words that were surg:- _
and spoken, and sung again What a moving experience, 0 be in the midst of this grateful,
grieving, boisterous crowd knowing that anyone over 20 years old had experienced firsthand
both the brutal reality of apartheid and the difficult and costly transition o democracy Now

all were r;halleng'e’a and inspired yet again Dy his freedom fighter who emerged after 27 years
in prison, determined not [0 Seex revenge but to lead his mation’in seeking real healing and
reconciliation. -

. Immediately upon our return {0 Stouffville. | was plunged headtong Into dress rehearsals
and then an intense weekend of 4 perlormarnces of “Selah's Song” at 19-On-The-Park. As we
shared the laughter and tears of Selah's story, with its reflections on the power of song and
ringing catk Lo peacemaking, | couldnThelp but hear the South Alrican Songs of struggle and
hope ringing in my ears ds well |

“There's another drummer drumming somewhere with a rhythm that's catling us home..."
“Siyahonga, Mandela.” Thank you, Mandela, indeed. iy

COMMUNITY MENNONITE CHURCH
12184 Ninth Line, Stoultville ¢ www.cmchurch.ca =8
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'SUNDAY SERVICE - 10AM SUNDAY SCHOOL - 11AM ‘ |

Care & Share Thnft Shop managers (left to right) Pat Strathcee,
Deborah LoPatriello and Isola Wideman welcome customers to their
spacious new premises at 33 Ringwood Drive. Missing from the
photo 1s manager Bonnie Drudge

Library. To Host
- Website Demo

Bv Cathenne Sword

lust when you thought it was
safe to enter our virtual library, it's
changed
. Gone are the drop down boxes
along the blue bar at the top Moved
is the scarch box for our catalogue
Fven our web address has changed
to wwwwsplibrary.ca, .1 can hear
your collective groan and wail" and
gnashing of teeth Oh wait. That
sound is coming from the staft

After years of teaching ouk patrons
how to quickly check their accounts
or reserve a book, it's a whole new ball
game. | suspect our hbrary website
demo on Thursday, . February 13,
at 7 pm. will be well attended. |
encourage you to drop in for this hour-
long intro to some of your favourite

things, Jike checking our catalogue,

or renewing books on your card, and
to also discovering some things you
may have missed. Many prﬂglf know
about our e-books, but did you know
that we also have downloadable audio
books:s

One of my favourite resoutrces s all

the databases mwrnn% information on  «

business, health, gardentng and some
for just plain fun. I must mention®
the Next Reads nésletter, which 1s
different from our monthly electronic
newsletter of upcoming programs

LY

Next Reads gives you suggestions

for reading materials on fiction or
nonfiction topics of your interest.
The top lists are those for mysteries
and thrillers, but there has been more
interest in the business list; and the
mind and body newsletter. Theres
something to appeal to everyone
So come out on February 13 and
discover many news things Bring a
coffee and sit back and enjoy the
demonstration. You can*also ask tor
help*at the information desk. We ve
figured out a few tricks. The most
asked question right from the start has
been “How do 1 check my account<”
Go to our new website and ™ the
upper right corner there is an icon of a
magnifying glass. Part of me wonders
why that image still works with a
generation who probably never used
such a device, but there 1t is. Click
on that icon and it will bnng up a
searchwbox. Then either enter a search
term (a*title, authoronkey word), o
click on the magnifying glass again
and that will bring up the catalogue,
which has not changed. From here,
click on ‘my account’, then log in, and |
itwill all be familiar again it
We hope you like the changes Once
we all get on the other side of the
learning curve, I'm conhident e e
really going to like titis new website
Catherine Sword is co-ordinator
of Adult Services at Whitchurch-
Stoubfville Library
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