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Learning Curve

By ﬁlﬂi:—]l Dagll Shah

One of the many questions | get asked on my sojourns
to India is if my almost four year old daughter .goes to
school. When | reply in the negative, and add that she will
go only next September, | am usually greeted with looks of
astonishment, sometimes shock.

The Indian education system, much like that of other-

overpopulated countries. focuses on competition and
pressure to outshine your peers. Starting with mom and tot
classes at six months of age, | recently learnt that children
have started going to preschool 't as young as a year and
a half! Even if most babies are probably dozing off trying to
fit one block on top of another.

Compare that with-my preschooler who has never
stepped into a school and will be turning four.in February
The maximum time she has Spert in a school-like setting is
a half-day camp | sent her to this summer. Naturally then,
ner cousins and ‘peers in India, who have beén attending
schoo! for most of their lives are surprised (halt-envious |
think) that she gets to enjoy her childhood

In our India hame too, my daughter has been having a
wonderful time. While her cousins wake up and rush about

Play Reading At Nineteen On The Park

Stouftville Theatre Company to tackle Priestley classic
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getting ready for school and
finishing their homework,
my daughter remains in her
pylamas until noon, lies on
the swing on our patie and
watches the birds fly from
one rooftop to another. A neighbour commented on how
lovely her childhood is, and how carefree she seems.

| did send her to a drawing and craft class with one of her
Cousins so that she could spend some of her time learning

and developing her skills. Unlike in Canada, it was a class -

where | could leave her with the teacher for an hour and
a half and go back to pick her up. Even though she has
socialized with other children at parks and libraries. at play
dates and birthday parties, | was a little. worried about how
she would react at being left with other children and a new
leacher. Apparently | was waorrying without reason. She did
walil for a while but quickly followed it up with some good
pehaviour | : din:

Perhaps, that's. why her teacher commented, “She is so
well-spoken, | would have never guessed she doesn't go
10 school yet."

Write to Kinjal at kinjal.dagli@gmail.com

On Friday, Jan. 16 at 8 p.m. at Nineteen

on the Park, the Stouffville Theatre Company *

will present a staged play-reading of An
Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley.

Set in England in 1912, the classic three-
act drama/mystery takes place on a single
night and focuges on the prosperous Birling
family, who live in a comfortable midlands
home. They receive a visit from a man calling
himself Inspector Goole, who questions them
dabout the suicide of a young working-class
woman, Eva Smith. During his interrogation,

been responsible for the young woman's
exploitation, abandonment and social ruin,
effectively leading to her death. The play i1s

Mlled with unexpected twists, and is sure to

hold the audience's interest to the end.

An inspector Calls will be read by a cast
of seven actors, some of whom are familiar
to Stouffville audiences including playwright
Nell Marr, who wrote Bienvenue Oh’ Trout
Lake and John Sellins, who starred in Storm
warning.

Admission s by cash donation and
refreshments will be served.
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With more to explore at Reid’s youtiever
know what you will find, from antiques,
books, collectibles & ever<hanging
eclectic items. We are always pleased to
buy or consign your quality items.

 905-642-9864
6397 Main St. Stouffville ON L4A 1G4 -

robert@reidsantiques.com
www.reidsantiques.com
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Cultivating the Spirit
for Better Health

Fung Loy Kok TaqQist Tai Chi™
BEGINNER WEEKEND

A weekend program to introduce participants to the Taoist Tai Chi™ arts

Markham-Stouffville Location
124 Dickson Hill Road, Markham (East side of Hwy 48, North of 19th Line)

. Fee: Adult $200, Student/Senior $150, Child $60
Includes 4 months access to future continuing classes at any of our locations _ |
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The higher your mileage, the.more you'll Save!
Bring this ad to your service appointment and receive 10% OFF*

~&IF your mileage is 150,000 km or over, you receive 15% OFF* A
If your mileage is 200,000 km or over you receive 20% OFF*

FRIDAY JAN. 23
=2
/7:00=9:30 p.m.

108 MOVES
IN 3 DAYS

®system of training '
i

SATURDAY JAN. 24

"
- 1:00 ="5:00 p.m. 4
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to help caltm the mind,

culbvate the heart,

and transfarm one jnto

SUNDAY JAN. 25

ahealthierandmgre . +1:00-5:00 p.m. ‘ "O1l'and Filter Service excluded from this special. Offer expires Jantiary 31st, 2015. NOTT0 be combined with
| harmonious pers 1/""1:[* any other offers or specials. Stouffville Tayota reserves the nght to change program rules, requlations. rewards
- I -

- .and special offers at anytime without prior notice. See www.stouffvilletoyota.ca for full details.
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Getting There. Starts Here.
(905) 642-6688 61(416) 921-1288
Seruick: (905)642-9558
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To register online and for details: www.taoist.org/weekend
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