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How to keep your kitchen reno headache-free
 The thought of a kitchen renovation 
may cause your eye to twitch and your 
sweat to trickle. You’ve heard the hor-
ror stories — work costing more than 
expected, lasting too long, or not end-
ing up the way you expected. While you 
can’t predict everything, there are ways 
to keep the road to a shiny new kitchen 
relatively stress-free.

Robin Saxberg, principal designer at 
Hamilton, Ontario’s DESZA Design, ad-
vises that leaving the project to a profes-
sional may save you headaches in the 
long-run. “Occasionally, the client will 
want to do the demolition themselves 
either for cost-savings or for fun, which 
it is. However, there may be a risk of acci-
dently damaging something important,” 
she reveals. “Most demos require the 
rental or purchase of tools, safety equip-
ment and waste bin rental which could 
eliminate much of the potential savings.”

If you’re thinking of taking on the 
demolition yourself in hopes of saving a 
few bucks, look at other options. Contact 
your local Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
to see if they are able to remove your old 
kitchen for you. Also keep in mind that 
the contractor you hire usually includes 
this in their quote.

If you feel like you’re drowning in 
sawdust, Saxberg says to keep in mind 
that your kitchen won’t always be gut-
ted. “Though your renovation may seem 
overwhelming at times, it is temporary. 
Any stress and chaos will pass and when 
the dust settles, you’ll have a beautiful, 
perfectly unique space that functions 
the way you need it to.”

In the meantime, follow her five tips 
for a smooth and successful reno.
1. Get everything in writing: Read and 

understand all contracts with design-
ers, contractors and anyone you hire.

2. Keep an emergency fund: Set aside 
around 10 per cent of your renova-
tion budget as a contingency fund. If 
a pipe bursts or the electrical needs to 

be rewired, you won’t panic knowing 
you have enough to cover it.

3. Plan as much as possible: Lay out 
your renovation roadmap before the 
project begins, and don’t be afraid to 
ask your contractor or designer lots of 
questions. Placing orders before work 
starts will also cut down on wait time 
for deliveries.

4. Invest in key pieces: Putting money 
into a quality stone surface counter-
top and Canadian-made solid wood 
flooring will ensure your kitchen will 
stand the test of time.

5. Reduce, reuse, recycle: Do some 
good by donating your old kitchen 
items to a local charitable organ-
ization, like Habitat for Humanity Re-
Stores. Many contractors also work 
with them. This will keep your old 
kitchen out of the landfill and help 
others in the process.

— www.newscanada.com

**
Br

ok
er

View All Our listings At getBenczik.cOm

One-of-a-Kind!
Looking to Move Out of the City? Enjoy
the Serene Environment in Beaverton! 60
x 181.5’ Lot with a Lovely 2 Bedroom, 2
Bathroom Century Home & Big Double
Garage! $249,900

All-Stars Realty Inc. Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Your Home Sold in 28 Days
or I’ll Buy it for CASH*

Call us now at 905-477-7766
*OAC, some conditions apply. Leslie and seller must agree on price and closing date at the time of listing.

Leslie
Benczik**

Markham Village Main Street!
Prime Retail Space with Fantastic Exposure!
Spacious Unit with Large Store Front &
Signage. Various Permitted Uses and Ample
Parking! Call Today! $19/Sqft

FOR LEASE

46 Country Glen Rd., Markham
Spacious 3 Bedroom Home in Award Winning Cornell
Village! Hardwood Floors & Finished Basement. Steps to
Public Transit, Community Centre & Hospital! Call Today to
Get on Our Priority Viewing List! $848,000

OpEn HOuSE SundAy 2-4pm

86 Drakefield Rd., Markham
Completely Renovated From Top-to-Bottom. 4 Bedroom

Backsplit with Finished Basement. Chef’s Kitchen,

Upgraded Bathrooms & More! Heated In-Ground Pool

with Waterfall & Hot Tub! $1,198,000

OpEn HOuSE SAtuRdAy 2-4pm

Close To Everything!
Beautifully Renovated Family Townhome
in North Whitby. With the Convenience of
Being Just Steps Away From Everything
You Need, and the Kids will Love the
Huge Backyard.

Executive End Unit Townhome
‘Mattamy’ Built Home, Perfect for First
Time Home Buyers. Ideal North Pickering
Location, Just Minutes From 401 & 407.
Close to Markham Without the Expensive
Price Tag.

COmInG SOOn COmInG SOOn

94 James Ratcliff Ave., Stouffville
Backing To Ravine! You Have to See it to
Believe It. A Stouffville ‘Fieldgate’ Built
Masterpiece. The Perfect Open Concept
Layout, On a Breathtaking Lot with
Astounding Views. Call Today!

OpEn HOuSE SAt & Sun 2-4pm

It’s Back to School Week!
Remember to Be Extra
Cautious While Driving

in School Zones!

Incredible 10 Acre Property
Gorgeous Level Land for Future Development
Potential! Ranch Style Bungalow in Markham!
Includes 3500sqft Workshop, Hoop Barn &
Office Building with In-law Suite. $2,950,000


