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Buy an air
conditioner and receive a free
thermostat or one year free

maintenance.

Buy a furnace and
air conditioning package receive

a humidifier and air
cleaner free.

10percentSeniorsDiscount
FinancingAvailable

Owned and operated for 25 years
LicencedTSSATechnicans

All employees covered byWSIB
Business fully Licensced and insured

Call us for a free estimate

Weserviceand install allmakesandmodelsof:
∙ Furnaces
∙ Air Conditioners
∙ Hotwater Heaters
∙ Gas appliances
∙ Gas Fireplaces

∙ Pool Heaters
∙ Gas lines for BBQ’s

Full yearlymaintenance
programs available.

Office:905-472-6515 ∙ Mobile: 416-988-2794 ∙ RingwoodHVAC@gmail.com

Heating&Air Conditioning

Summer
Special

Summer
Special

MARKVILLE CARPET &
FLOORING CENTRE

THE HOME OF QUALITY, SERVICE & VALUE

905-472-8444
172 Bullock Drive Units 21 & 22, Markham

www.markvillecarpet.ca

WE PAY
THE HST!

On all in stock items
with this ad

Expires Sept 30/16
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Come visit our
State of the art showroom

FREE
IN HOME

Consulation

•CARPET • HARDWOOD • VINYL • LAMINATES
• AREA RUGS • REMNANTS• RUNNERS

Luxurious, Durable Carpet
Huge In Stock Inventory

Come In & Buy With Confidence
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Whitchurch-Stouffville, ON
(905) 591-9000

No time to cook tonight? Order online at ViPeiBistro.com or call us for pickup!

Vi Pei features a European bistro
menu designed by executive chef and
owner Siva Thambinathan.

Join us for breakfast, brunch, lunch or dinner.

It’s time to celebrate that special
occasion with friends,
family & colleagues
Book your reservation for your year-end lunch or dinner

2485 Queen St E.
Toronto, ON

(416) 686-5688

BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA
mhayakawa@yrmg.com

The Stouffville Spirit hope his-
tory does not have a way of repeat-
ing itself.	

At least not the manner in 
which last season unfolded when 
the Ontario Junior Hockey League 
club failed to win a game in their 
first 10 contests, which factored 
into their failure to qualify for the 
postseason.

With the Spirit set to embark on 
their 2016-17 regular season when 
they play the Pickering Panthers 
at the Stouffville Arena Saturday at 
7:30 p.m., veteran head coach Jeff 
Perrin is cautiously optimistic the 
club’s fortunes will be far better at 
the start this time around.

Hockey Canada 

“I really didn’t think we would 
start last year 0-8-2, but there’s 
nothing you could do about it,” 
he said. 

Based on his observations dur-
ing training camp and the pre-
season, which saw the Spirit win 
four of six tilts, Perrin was pleased 
with the attitude of the veterans 
and hopefuls and feels it will carry 
over when play begins for keeps.

What has Perrin in a far more 
positive frame of mind this time 
around starts between the pipes 
as the Spirit will have veteran 
Aaron Taylor ready to answer the 
bell and is penciled in to play the 
majority of games this season for 
them.

That was a far cry from the start 
of last season when the 19-year-old 
Gormley resident was on the side-
lines with a dislocated shoulder 
incurred during the preseason.

The Spirit also received some 
good tidings last weekend in sol-
difying their goaltending depth 
when the Peterborough Petes reas-
signed their fifth round pick of the 
2016 Ontario Hockey League prior-
ity selection in goaltender Hunter 
Jones to the Spirit.

Playing last season with the 
Mississauga Rebels minor midg-
ets, Jones, 15, comes to the Spirit 
with an impressive resume having 
also played in Hockey Canada’s 
Under-17 Program of Excellence 
goaltender camp in July, and was 
part of the Team GTHL Blue that 
won the OHL Gold Cup champi-
onship.

“We definitely have two quality 
goalies,” Perrin said.

Adding some stability to the 
back end will be the return of four 
defencemen including Max Novick, 
Connor Evans, Justin Mahabir and 
Cameron Lintner.

Bolstering the blueline was the 
acquisition of Brody Jennings, 19, 
who played last season with the 
English River Miners of the Supe-
rior International Junior Hockey 
League.

A native of Kelowna, B.C., the 
six-foot, 185-pound Jennings is a 
stay-at-home type of defender who 
compiled 12 assists in 53 games 
last year.

Perrin is hoping those five can 
offset the loss of veteran Ryan 
DaSilva, who will play this season 
with the Drummondville Voltigeurs 
of the Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League.

Acquired part way through 
last season in a trade with the 
Orangeville Flyers, DaSilva was 
named to the Ontario Hockey 
Association’s Top Prospect First 
Team and to the OJHL’s Second 
All-Star squad.

Where the Spirit could be fragile 
to start the season is up front as 
they will be minus the services of 
five veterans due to an assortment 
of injuries.

Sitting on the sidelines are Chad 
Burrows, Jackson Savery, Stefan 
Palitsiadis, Jack Varga and Kyle 
Thomas.

Perrin said each is expected to 
be out for an indefinite period.

The Spirit hope to fill that void 
after they recently signed four rook-
ies including: Thomas Tinmouth, 
James Waldron, Tyler Kulba and 

Beau Binnie.
A 16-year-old Richmond Hill 

resident, Tinmouth was a fourth-
round draft pick of the Ottawa 
67’s in this year’s Ontario Hock-
ey League priority selection and 
had 25 goals and 35 assists in 58 
contests with the Toronto Marlies 
minor midgets last season.

injured forwards

He was also identified to play 
in Hockey Canada’s under-17 pro-
gram during the offseason.

“We might be challenged to 
score goals at the start of the year,” 
Perrin conceded.

For the Spirit to be successful in 
the early going, he anticipated they 
will have to limit the opposition’s 
scoring chances and capitalize on 
what opportunities are presented 
to them in the offensive end.

In other words, they will have to 
be involved in low-scoring affairs 
to be in contention.

“The key for us to start the year 
will be our goaltending,” Perrin 
said. “That will keep us in games 
and I think that will happen.

“Our team will be competitive 
and they’ve shown that all through 
the preseason.”

Spirit hoping for stronger start to season when puck drops Saturday

AARON TAYLOR: Gormley resident 
will anchor netminding duties for 
the Stouffville Spirit this season.

SPORTS


