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**Quality Programs that
will result in your child’s
Intellectual, Physical,

Emotional & Social Growth**
Come&See theDifference forYourChild

A Clean, Safe, Caring,
Loving,Educational Centre for
Your Child to Learn & Grow

Quality Care & Education
Since 1993

✳ Toddler ✳ Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum ✳ Junior & Senior Kindergarten Curriculum ✳ Nursery School
✳ Preschool ✳ Before & After School Curriculum ✳ Transportation available to / from local schools

94Montreal Street, Stouffville
905-640-0676

Now Accepting Fall Registrations
LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE

CHILD CARE & EARLY
LEARNING ACADEMY

12 months
to

12 years

New this Fall, an Introduction to French

ArborMemorial Inc.

Ask us about your FREEPlanning Kit!
289-212-0004

You are unique. Your life is unlike any other. By pre-planning
your final arrangements now, you can choose the options
that reflect how youwant to be remembered.

What’s more, you can save thousands of dollars and protect
family from uncertainty about your wishes.

Youget just one funeral.
Make it the one youwant.

6324Main Street, P.O. Box 639, Stouffville
oneillfuneral.ca

O’Neill Funeral Home
byArborMemorial

Offer based on availability. Subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Please call for more details.

EMBARK ON A JOURNEY
WORTHY OF A MEMOIR

Cruise in classic style and encounter
new places, cultures and experiences

on Holland America Line.

Call, click or come in today!

(905) 642 2500
6380 Main Street, Unit 10, Stouffville

www.cruiseshipcenters.com/Stouffville

Martial arts teaches:
Confidence, Self Control, Self Discipline,
Respect & how to “Stick-To-It”!

5 weeks
of classes

$88

SUMMER
SpEcial

30 Innovator Dr., Unit 10 • info@s-t-k.ca • www.s-t-k.ca

Plus FREE uniform!
CALL NOW!

905-591-4STK (4785)

SeLf
CONfideNCe!

By Ali RAzA
aliraza@yrmg.com

He’s journalist, a broadcaster, 
a school board trustee — and he’s 
only 16.

Stouffville teen and St. Brother 
André Catholic High School stu-
dent Ben Smith sure doesn’t sound 
like your average teen who’s drown-
ing in Snapchat or Pokémon GO. 
Only halfway through high school, 
Smith has already built an impres-
sive portfolio and resume that cov-
ers leadership development and 
his own career aspirations.

“I have some great mentors, 
have met some great people and 
it’s afforded me a lot of opportuni-
ties,” Smith said.

In April 2015, Smith was elect-
ed as a junior student trustee for 
the York Catholic District School 
Board. He shares the responsibil-
ity of representing 5,500 students 
across the region with his senior 
trustee Nicolas Bottger.

The board elects junior trust-
ees every year, with the previous 
junior trustee taking over the role 
of senior trustee upon each elec-
tion. Smith is learning the ropes at 
the board in his first year.

“It’s a bit of a learning curve,” 
he said. “We talk to students all the 

time, participate in a lot of really 
special things. There’s some great 
professional development as trust-
ees and leaders in general.”

Smith is also an executive on 
the Ontario Student Trustees’ 
Association.

When asked why he decided 
to take on the responsibility of 
representing his fellow students, 
Smith said he wanted to bring “real 
meaningful change” to the student 
voice.

“I don’t think most students 
realize, but they have as much a 
right and voice as any other group 
in the education system,” he said. 
“I wanted to go about bringing 
positive change by giving people 
a voice, raising their concerns, no 
matter how big or small.”

Smith had planned to run for 
student trustee since Grade 9, giv-
ing him ample time to prepare.

But before his foray into poli-
tics, Smith was been broadcasting 
and writing from the age of 10.

“I started with WhiStle Radio in 
December 2012,” he said. “I was 
doing PA announcing for a few 
minor hockey teams in Stouffville. 
I was terrible at the beginning, but 
you learn quickly how to bring the 
game to the listener.”

Ben serves as WhiStle Radio’s 

live hockey broadcaster as well 
as a host for his show Along The 
Boards.

He writes for the Canadian 
Women’s Hockey League, SB Nation 
and HockeyNow magazine.

With his growing experience, 
Smith is looking to go to Ryerson 
University’s RTA School of Media 
or Carleton University’s journalism 
program.

“It’s a bit of a dilemma,” he said. 
“Maybe the student trustee thing 
will make me want to do political 
science. But journalism or com-
munications is really the field I 
want to go into.”

Regarding the current state of 
journalism, Smith said he’s not 
worried.

“Wild career paths are fun,” 
he said. “Media’s been taking a 
hit lately with job losses, we hear 
about journalists getting fired, but 
we don’t hear about the ones chas-
ing stories and I think that needs to 
be celebrated.”

Smith said his family and friends 
have been a major support in all 
his endeavours, but his teachers 
have also helped.

“I’ve been lucky to have some 
amazing teachers between St. 
Brigid and St. Brother André,” he 
said.

Stouffville teenager and St. Brother André Catholic High School student 
Ben Smith sure doesn’t sound like your average teen who’s drowning in 
Snapchat or Pokémon GO. Only halfway through high school, Smith has 
already built an impressive portfolio and resume that covers leadership 
development and his own career aspirations.

Steve Somerville/Metroland

Teen school trustee, journalist has high aspirations


