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ON NOW AT THE BRICK!

SAVING YOU MORE
For more details go instore or online @thebrick.com.

Did you take a Payday Loan from The Cash Store or Instaloans
in Ontario on or after September 1, 2011?

A $50 minimum for borrowers
depending on claims volume:

SimpleClaimsProcess Documentation
likely not required.

www.TakeBackYourCash.ca
1-866-840-2631 (toll-free)

Collect money owed to you from class
action settlements totalingmore than
$10MILLION.

No one delivers results like we do!
To find out more about how to reach your target

market and get the same great response from your
flyer distributions as these customers, call us today!

*Selected areas only

905-294-2200

Inserts for Thurs., July 7, 2016

visit save.ca

2001 AUDIO VIDEO
BEST BUY
BOUCLAIR
BRICK MATTRESS
CANADIAN TIRE
FIRST CHOICE
FOOD BASICS
FOODLAND
FOODY MART
FRESHCO
GIANT TIGER
GOLF TOWN
GRAND FORTUNE
HOME DEPOT
HOME HARDWARE
HOME OUTFITTERS
IDA
IKEA
KINGS VALLEY PAVING
KOHL & FRISCH
KUNG FU CUISINE
LASTMANS BAD BOY
LEON’S
LOBLAWS
LONGO’S
LOWES
M & MMEATS
METRO
MICHAELS

NATIONAL SPORTS
NO FRILLS
PART SOURCE
PIZZAVILLE
PRINCESS AUTO
REAL CANADIAN
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RENO DEPOT
REXALL PHARMA PLUS
RONA
SEARS
SHOPPER’S DRUG
MART

SLEEP COUNTRY
SOBEYS
STAPLES
SUNFOOD
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SUNNY FOODMART
T & T SUPERMARKET
THE BRICK
THE SOURCE
TOYS R US
TSC STORES
UNITED FURNITURE
WALMART
ZEHRS
ZENLIA HOME STORE

By Jeremy Grimaldi
jgrimaldi@yrmg.com

When Habitat for Humanity came calling 
for one last question and answer session 
with Craig Sosin, he wondered what in the 
world they could possibly want to ask him.

“By that point they knew more than God 
did about me,” the Richmond Hill resident 
said with a chuckle.

After a few questions though, the reason 
for the visit was revealed when ambassadors 
for the global charity that builds homes for 
those in need announced that the home was 
for him and his family.

“When they said, ‘You got it’,” he said, “it 
was quite literally a dream come true for my 
family.”

What Craig and his wife Keiko, and their 
two children Audrey, 7, and Blue, 4, ‘got’ was 
a brand new detached home, to be built 
at Main and Stouffer streets in east-end 
Stouffville for the family who are hard work-
ing, but have always been a little short on 
dough — especially when it comes to having 
enough to buy a home in the current real 
estate market.

Their journey began in 2007 when Keiko 
visited Canada on a temporary work visa 
from Japan and began working in a grocery 
store.

She met the love of her life one night after 
her friend invited her out to a party.

Within three months the pair were 
engaged and a year later their daughter 
arrived. Craig and Keiko, who is now a per-
manent resident, have been “scrimping and 
saving” for the past eight years, but it never 
seemed to be enough.

“After RRSP, RESP and food, there was 
never enough left at the end,” said Craig, 
who works on a limited income in the swim-
ming pool industry. “I always thought Habi-
tat for Humanity built homes in disaster 
zones; I had no idea they did this sort of 
thing.”

Perhaps the most interesting part of the 
new three-bedroom, raised bungalow home 
that is to be built in two months is the pay-
ment plan. Keiko explained the couple will 
pay a 20-year, interest-free mortgage on the 

home that will be put back into the char-
ity, in order to build more homes for other 
deserving residents.

Craig and Keiko are also well on their way 
to fulfilling the 500 volunteer hours – the 
equivalent of a down payment – at Habitat 
for Humanity-related organizations.

“I feel so grateful, really blessed, it’s hard 
to put it into words,” said Keiko. “It’s so 
emotional having so many people coming 
together to help our dreams come true.

“It’s a huge relief, we have a new future 
and the kids will have a greater opportu-
nity.”

‘After RRSP, RESP and food, there 

was never enough left at the end.’

Craig, who is originally from Markham 
and attended Saint Brother Andre high 
school, said the family got noticed while 
sitting and waiting eight years on the rent-
geared-to-income assistance program.

“We were living in a cramped, two-bed-
room apartment; it was very tight for us and 
very old,” he said. “Now we hope the money 
we give will go to help a new family.”

Thomas Fischer, vice-president of region-
al development for Habitat, said he hopes 
more residents, organizations and politi-
cians will refer friends and family who need 
assistance.

“When I spent time with Keiko and the 
kids I though to myself this family is excited 
and hard working,” he said from the char-
ity’s booth at the Strawberry Festival on Sat-
urday. “They’re a kind family and that’s the 
kind of people we support, they’re looking 
for a hand-up not a hand-out.”

Construction of the new home, the first 
Habitat build in Stouffville, is to begin later 
this year. The collection taken during the 
worship service at the Strawberry Festival 
Sunday went to the build. About $20,000 
has been raised for the project, it was 
announced.

For more information, call toll free 1-866-
638-7242 or go to habitatgta.ca

‘Dream come true’ for  family 
getting new Habitat home
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Craig Sosin with Blue, 4, wife Keiko and Audrey, 7, 
recently learned they would be the recipients of Habi-
tat for Humanity’s new home in Stouffville.
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