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hen Bob Murray 
hears Gordon Light-
foot’s tune Inspira-
tion Lady, it always 
makes him think of 

his late wife, Jean.
“I listen to that and it’s just 

Jeanie to a T,” he said. “In the 
song, it goes: ‘She’s always got 
something on her mind,’ and 
Jeanie always had something on 
her mind.” 

Jean was born Feb. 1, 1959, in 
Calgary; the youngest of James 
and Charlotte Cameron’s three 
children.

In 1966, her fam-
ily moved east, set-
tling in Thornhill.

After high school, 
Jean studied social 
work at Centennial 
College and landed a 
job at the Canadian 
Mental Health Asso-
ciation, teaching life 
skills to people who 
had anxiety, depres-
sion and bipolar 
disorder.

While vacation-
ing in Cuba in 1979, she met 
Bob, a Towers department store 
manager.  

Jean Murray: ‘Inspiration Lady’ remembered

W
The pair began dating, off and 

on at first, and eventually married 
on Oct. 3, 1981.

They moved around a bit, but 
eventually settled in Woodbridge 
in the mid-’80s. 

Along the way, the couple had 
two sons, Patrick was born in 1983 
and Alex followed in 1985. 

Jean, who had bipolar disorder, 
continued working for a few years 
after Alex was born, but eventually 
had to give up her job. 

She also had to surrender her 
driver’s licence. 

“She was good-natured about 
it,” Bob said. “She’d say, ‘I worked 
with people who suffered from 

anxiety and depres-
sion and bipolar 
disorder and I guess 
I caught it.’”  

Some days she 
was full of energy 
and eager to take 
on the world, other 
days she had trouble 
getting out of bed, 
Bob said. But Jean 
refused to let her ill-
ness stop her from 
leading an active, 
fulfilling life. 

 “She had a lot of 
grit in her and she wasn’t going to 
let it defeat her,” he said. 

When the boys were young, 
Jean joined the Parent-Teacher 
Association (PTA) at Pine Grove 
Public School, where she happily 
took on any job that had to be 
done.

“If you ever asked 
her for help or you 
ever needed anything, 
she’d be the first one 
there to volunteer,” 
said longtime friend 
Judie Pezzetta, who 
also sat on the PTA. 
“No matter what was 
going on, she would 
always say, ‘What do 
you need or what can 
I do?’ That’s what I 
really liked the most 
about her, was her 
kindness, her thoughtfulness and 

always being there when you 
needed somebody.”

In 2005, Jean, Pezzetta and 
other mothers from the school 
founded Helping Hands and 

began raising money 
to help local families 
in need at Christmas 
time. 

Jean also volun-
teered in the tuck 
shop at Etobicoke 
General Hospital 
and would take the 
bus there several 
times a week.

Bob credits that 
job with helping her 
reduce the amount 
of medication she 
was taking. 

“That was the best thing. She 

had a purpose and a reason to 
get up,” he said. “She would go 
four or five days a week. … She 
loved to talk to people and she got 
along great with all the staff.”

She was doing so well, in fact, 
they were planning to visit Ireland 
in June 2010. 

In anticipation of that trip, 
Jean joined a gym and signed up 
with a personal trainer.

“She said, ‘You know, my great-
est desire is to be as healthy as 
possible, to feel as good as I can 
possibly feel,’” Bob recalled. 

Sadly, they never made it over-
seas.  

Jean suffered a cardiac arrest 
and died March 6, 2010. She was 
51.

“It devastated us,” Pezzetta 
said. “She was one of those peo-
ple that there aren’t enough of in 
the world. … She was a wonderful 
woman and a wonderful friend 
and I’ll never forget her.” 

A flag at Etobicoke Gen-
eral Hospital was lowered in her 
memory.

Bob is certain, if Jean had lived 
a few years longer, she’d have 
joined the efforts to stamp out 
the stigma around mental illness 
that began in earnest with the Bell 
Let’s Talk Campaign about five 
years ago. 

“I think that Jeanie would have 
been the type of person who 
would have gone out and talked 
to people,” he said. “She’d seen it 
from both sides.”
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Jean Murray (right) with childhood friend Dr. Sue MacColl. 

‘She had a lot of 
grit in her and 

she wasn’t going 
to let it defeat 

her.’
–Bob Murray

‘She was one 
of those people 

that there aren’t 
enough of in the 

world...’
–Judie Pezzetta

Helped form Helping Hands group  
in Vaughan to aid needy local families  

at Christmas time
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“Adored by children, universally respected and an inspiration to her peers, Mrs. 
McCluskey was a tireless volunteer, quick to defl ect the praise heaped on her.”
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Your community newspaper is 
celebrating the achievements and 
contributions of everyday, ordinary 
people, who have affected the lives of 
others in extraordinary ways. Leaving 
a lasting impression on the community, 
our award-winning journalists will write 
a fitting tribute in memory of those 
who have a special story to share. 
Through your community newspaper 
and LifeNews.ca, we celebrate those 
no longer with us and remember the 
memories we share.
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well lived!
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McLEAN, Lorne Wilfrid 
Passed away peacefully, at home with his family by his  
side, on Sunday, January 17, 2016 at the age of 73  
years. Loving husband of Alice (nee Kristmanson) for 53  
years.  Born in Prince Rupert, a graduate of SAIT in  
Calgary, Lorne proudly achieved his university  
credentials as a mature student with an MBA from York  
in 1987. Beloved father of Alan (Sharon) of Sutton, Brian  
(Heather) of Oshawa, and Diane Gushulak (Brent) of  
Vancouver. Cherished “Papa” of Rachel, Russell, Alison  
and Emma. Lorne will be fondly missed by his brother  
Ken (Heather), sister Maureen Kiner (Lothar), his  
brothers-in-law Lloyd (Tyke) and Bill (Carole)  
Kristmanson and his many nieces and nephews.

The family would like to thank the wonderful staff at the Stronach Cancer  
Clinic and a special thanks to Dr. Rana and Dr. Mulhern. Lorne had been  
enjoying his retirement at Lake Simcoe following 44 years of service with  
IBM. He was an avid curler and pilot.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, February 7, 2016 at the Briars  
Resort, 55 Hedge Road, Jackson’s Point. Friends and family are welcome from  
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. with times of remembrances at 2:00 p.m. Memorial donations to  
the Southlake Regional Health Center Foundation, Stronach Cancer Clinic, or the  
Kidney Foundation of Canada would be appreciated by the family.

Memorial condolences may be made at www.forrestandtaylor.com

HAWLEY, George Wilson 
After a courageous battle with his health, George passed away with his  
family near him on Friday, January 15, 2016 at Unionvilla Nursing Home, in  
his eighty-sixth year.  
He was the beloved husband of Jocelyn for fifty-eight years, loving father of  
Donald (Alexa) and grandfather to Onis and Carys. He is survived by his  
youngest brother Robert and predeceased by his two elder brothers Edward  
and Bruce.
Born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, George attended General Byng High School  
and United College in Winnipeg. His working life started with the Turnbull  
Elevator Co. as a mechanic and then in sales. He married Jocelyn and  
together moved to Toronto in 1958 where he sold real estate before joining  
the Union Carbide Corp. (later Eveready) as a Sales Representative for over  
thirty years. He retired in 1990 to enjoy travelling and his love of the  
outdoors where he could enjoy hunting, fishing or just walking the three dogs  
he owned and loved. He also enjoyed golfing and playing bridge. 
He is resting at DIXON GARLAND FUNERAL HOME, 166 Main St. North,  
(Markham Rd.), Markham on Wednesday, January 20th from 7:00 p.m. to  
9:00 p.m. His funeral will be Thursday, January 21st at 3:00 p.m. at Grace  
Anglican Church, 19 Parkway Ave. in Markham.  
Donations to the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada would be  
appreciated in lieu of flowers.

HILLCOFF, Evelyn 
Passed away at home in Unionville on January 19,  
2016 at the age of 87 following a lengthy battle with  
Pulmonary Fibrosis. Predeceased by her husband Les  
and sister Lillian.  She will be deeply missed by her  
son Ken, daughter Pat (Dan), her grandchildren Karyn,  
Kevin (Kelli), Jamie (Jen) and Marshall, and her great- 
grandchildren Abby and Brooke.  She is survived by  
her brother Clay (Maria Liisa), also by many nieces,  
nephews and friends near and far. 

In addition to being the family anchor, Evelyn was an accomplished  
business woman, owning and operating her own insurance brokerage for  
over 30 years.  Her clients appreciated the care and personal attention she  
always gave to the work she loved. Evelyn’s strength and grace in the face  
of her medical struggles provided a wonderful example to her family.  
Special thanks to all the care workers, palliative team nurses and Dr. Jeff  
Weissberger. Without their support the family would not have been able to  
accomplish our goal of having mom remain in her home until the end. 
Out of respect for Evelyn’s final wishes a private memorial will be held for  
immediate family at a later date.  In lieu of flowers, a donation to the  
Canadian Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation (cpff.ca) would be a wonderful  
tribute. 

Online condolences may be made at www.dixongarland.com

NOTARI, Daniel John

August 19, 1953 -  
January 6, 2016

Sorrowfully missed by his loving wife  
Donna. Father of Lindsay (Jay Toffoli)  
and  David (Lesley). Step father to  
Sandra and Kevin McQuade.   
Grandfather to Christian, Ethan, Mia,  
Logan, Avery and Grady. Loving son  
of  Gabriele and Adriana Notari.  
Brother to Daniela McQuade (Bryan),  
a wonderful Uncle Zio to Elliot and  
Tyler McQuade.

Born and raised in Markham, Dan had  
a passion for family, life, friends, work  
and food. Living in Burlington the past  
16+ years, he still made the weekly  
Thursday night jaunt to play hockey in  
Markham with his long time friends.  
His career with Custom and Dufferin  
led him to many friendships and he  
influenced so many that only in his  
passing did we realise how much of an  
impact he made on peoples lives. 

Many thanks to all those who showed  
and provided their support through his  
2 year battle.

Dan was a true gentle man and will be  
greatly missed by all who knew him.

COONEY, Brenda 
Loving, loyal, wife,  

mother, sister, teacher,  
and friend; Brenda  

Cooney, passed away  
peacefully on  

Saturday, January 16,  
2016 with her loving  
family by her side. 

Beloved wife of John. Mother of five  
children whom she loved and  
cherished, Veronica, Marlene, Paul,  
Shannon and Erinn. 
Brenda Cooney was known to her  
former students at Notre Dame in  
Newmarket and St. John XXIII in  
Unionville as: “Mrs. Cooney”. She was  
loved, adored, and respected. She will  
be missed, but mostly remembered for  
her strength in character, her laughter  
and open-hearted love. 
A time of gathering will be held on  
Friday, January 29th at St. Patrick’s  
Parish (5633 Hwy 7 E., Markham)  
from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Funeral Mass to  
follow at 11:00 a.m. In lieu of flowers  
memorial contributions may be made  
to the Canadian Diabetes Association. 
On-line condolences may be made to  

www.chapelridgefh.com

WOOTTON, 
Edna Dorothy (nee Fraser)

Peacefully, surrounded by her sons at  
Markham Stouffville Hospital on  
Saturday, January 16, 2016. Beloved  
wife of the late William Clifford  
Wootton, Loving mother to Ian and  
Nancy, Alan, Neil and Karen. Dear  
grandmother to Gary, Eric, Kevin,  
Megan, Jessie, and Rhys. First born of  
the late Thomas and Dorothy Fraser of  
Liverpool, England. Survived by  
sisters Jessie, Joan, and Norma  
(Tony), brother Ernie (Carole), brother- 
in-law Alan Wootton, sister-in-law  
Dorothy Bray. Predeceased by her  
baby sister Pauline and brother  
Tommy. 
Edna was evacuated to Wales during  
the blitz of Liverpool, where she joined  
the Women’s Land Army, later  
receiving recognition for her national  
service. Edna and Cliff met following  
his national service with the RAF in  
North Africa. They married in 1954,  
immigrating to Canada in 1956,  
eventually settling in Markham in 1964  
where they raised their 3 sons.
Friends may call at DIXON-GARLAND  
FUNERAL HOME, 166 Main Street  
North (Markham Road), Markham on  
Thursday, January 21, 2016 from  
11am-1pm with chapel service to  
follow at 1 p.m. Reception will follow.  
Cremation. In lieu of flowers donations  
may be made to the Juvenile Diabetes  
Research Foundation.

OFFIELD, Iris
 (nee Trout) 

 August 27, 1942 -  
January 13, 2016
Born Manchester  

England. After a long  
battle with cancer  
died at home in  
Mount Albert. 

Loving wife of 52 years to Norman  
Offield. Mother to son Andrew  
(Shirley) and daughter Julie (Patrick).  
Grandmother to Tyler (Noa), Amanda,  
Melissa and great grandmother to  
Aniah. Predeceased by mother Rose,  
father Joseph, brother William and  
nephew Peter. Survived by brother  
Alan (UK) and sister Joan (Australia).  
Many thanks to Cancer Clinic, Doctor  
Alicia Kassam and staff. If desired,  
memorial donations can be made to  
the Cancer Society. Cremation has  
already taken place and there will be a  
family gathering at a later date.

BENNETT, Georgia

Peacefully passed away, with her  
family by her side, on Sunday,  
January 17, 2016 at the Markham  
Stouffville Hospital in her 89th year. 
Beloved wife of the late Frank.  
Loving mother of Malcolm (Ginny),  
Diane (Bob Davis) and Keith  
(Amanda). Cherished grandmother  
of Neal (Moira), Paul, Caroline  
(Andrew), Rebecca (Tom), Cameron  
(Dani), Abigail, Madison and great  
grandmother of Bennett. 
A private family gathering will take  
place at a later date. 
If so desired, donations to the  
charity of your choice would be  
appreciated. 
Arrangements have been entrusted  
to the O’Neill Funeral Home  
(905)642-2855

Terry Gregory Jr.

January 19, 1979 
- January 20, 2011

As God keeps his watch in Heaven
Please Lord just let him know
That we down here do not forget
We love and miss him so.

Forever missed and loved
Dad (Lori), Mom (Doug), 

brother Eric 
and friends Jackie and Taylor

McNEIL, Bob 
(Nov. 18, 1933 - Jan. 24, 2013)

So many of our precious memories 
Of those we hold most dear 
Bring peace and comfort to us now  
And keep our loved ones near.

“Skate away,” Bob
Love, Sheila

Missing my hero, 
my inspiration, my dad

Love, Cindy

In Loving Memory of
Terry Gregory

It only takes a little space
To write how much we miss you
But it will take the rest of our lives
To forget the day we lost you
Loving you always, Jenny and Erika

BENSON, Isabel W. - In loving  
memory of our mother, grandmother &  
great grandmother who passed away  
January 15, 2001.

We miss you so, in many ways
We miss things you used to say
And when old times we do recall
It’s then we miss you most of all.

Lovingly remembered every day
June and Bill & family, Enid and Mark
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