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HOME OUTFITTERS
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METRO
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NO FRILLS

ORIENTAL FOOD MART
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REAL CANADIAN
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REGENCY FIREPLACES

RENO DEPOT

REXALL PHARMA PLUS

RONA

SEARS CANADA
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TSC STORES

WALMART CANADA

YUMMY MARKET

ZEHRS

No one delivers results like we do!
To find out more about how to reach your target
market and get the same great response from your
flyer distributions as these customers, call us today!
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‘We realize that a goal of
zero parking charges is still
a long way off, but we also
realize the economic impact

of this decision.

From page 1.

“We realize that a goal of zero parking charges is still a
long way off, but we also realize the economic impact of
this decision.”

“While the public, as a whole, benefits from these ini-

John Hazlewood, tiatives, it has always been our position that it shouldn't fall
Stouffville advocate  on the shoulders of the poor, the elderly or their families
in times of crisis to pay the rising prices they've encoun-
tered while parking at hospitals,” Hazlewood added.

Not everyone is thrilled with the decision.
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Hospital parking fees ‘burden for some’

Ontario Hospital Association chair Anthony Dale has
indicated the change will create a $30-million shortfall of
the $100 million collected through parking fees used to
fund patient care, equipment and research, which are not
funded by the province.

However, Ballard points out some hospitals are expect-
ed to make more money, since visitors will be more likely
to use the parking lots instead of alternate parking venues
and there will be no change in the daily fees collected. But
he does admit there is a possibility that some hospitals
may experience a drop in revenue.

“Those who expect to experience a shortfall are being
encouraged to work with their LHINs and monitor to see
how it settles in the next two years,” Ballard added. “I don't
believe any of the facilities will fall short.”

Markham Stouffville Hospital participated in the prov-
ince’s consultations regarding parking fees and believes
this move is a good one, according to hospital president
and CEO Jo-anne Marr.

“We know, for some, the cost can be a burden and we
have taken steps to address the issue,” she said.

Currently, Markham Stouffville offers 30- and 120-use
parking passes that provide parking at an 80 to 87-per-
cent discount. Depending on the pass purchased, users
pay $3.17 or $2.16, per use, with the discounts.

“We are better than the 50 per cent proposed,” corpo-
rate services vice-president Elena Pacheco added. “Typi-
cally, we are flexible if a patient comes to us.”

The next step will be to begin a review of creating five-
day and 10-day passes. However, the hospital plans to
maintain prices it currently offers even though it exceeds
the discounts laid out by the province.

Newmarkets Southlake Regional Health Centre con-
firming it, too, currently offers discounted parking fees on
amulti-use basis.

In Ontario, 45 hospitals offer free parking, 54 charge
$10 or less per day and 36 charge more than $10 per day.
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