
By Teresa LaTchford
tlatchford@yrmg.com

lags are at half-mast as 
Newmarket and Aurora 
mourns former Newmar-
ket Fire Chief Sam Rippey.

The town halls in New-
market and Aurora as well as the 
Central York Fire Services stations 
are honouring the 83-year-old 
retired Newmarket fire chief who 
passed away yesterday at South-
lake Regional Health Centre.

Many firefighters looked up to 
the man who has been described 
as a firm, but reasonable man to 
work for and, like many, former 
CYFS fire Chief John Molyneaux 
saw him as a role model.

“He was one of a kind and a 
legend among the firefighters,” 
he said. “I was fortunate enough 
to have him as a mentor. He gave 
me some wonderful opportunities 
and helped me to become who I 
became.”

He first met Rippey when he 
joined the department in 1975 and 
found there were high expecta-
tions of firefighters, but they were 
fair. He describes Rippey as a man 
who had a way with words and the 
talent to balance the needs of tax-
payers and firefighters alike.

But not only was he a boss, but 
also a friend who was a kind and 
generous man, Molyneaux contin-
ued. He was a family man, a father 
of four and had many friends who 

Sam Rippey was a legend among firefighters

F

now have great memories.
“It’s funny how someone influ-

ences your life,” he said. “I find 
myself using phrases in my life and 
thinking of him after the words 
have been spoken.”  Newmarket 
Councillor Dave Kerwin, who has 
known the Rippey family for four 
decades, served alongside Rippey 

when he was the chair of the 
Newmarket Fire Department and 
admits he was a remarkable man 
to work with. He recalls Rippey 
having two questions when he 
interviewed firefighter hopefuls, 
the first being if the person lived 
in Newmarket and the second 
being if he played hockey.  “You 

would never get away with it now 
but if the answer to either was no 
the person wouldn’t get hired,” 
Kerwin laughed. “Sam wanted his 
staff to live close but more interest-
ingly, he believed that hockey was 
a team sport and that you had to 
be a team member to be a fire-
fighter.”  Donald Bond was hired by 

Rippey in 1972 and feels there are 
three words that sum up the local 
legend.  “I have three ‘F’ words to 
describe the (former) chief, firm, 
fair and fun to work with,” he said. 
“It was an honour to be associated 
with him for those years.”

“Sam had a long history with 
fire services, serving as the first 
full-time firefighter hired in New-
market in 1971,” CYFS fire Chief 
Ian Laing said. “He will be fondly 
remembered and greatly missed by 
his many friends at CYFS and our 
thoughts and prayers are with his 
family during this difficult time.”

Rippey began as a volunteer 
firefighter with the Newmarket Fire 
Department in June 1964. He initi-
ated Newmarket firefighters join-
ing the International Association of 
Firefighters and became president 
of Local 2511 in 1976.

He was promoted to Newmar-
ket Fire Chief in 1978 and was the 
driving force behind the creation of 
the dispatch system for the Aurora, 
East Gwillimbury and Georgina fire 
departments.

Rippey served from 1964 to 
1993 and was the first fire chief of a 
full-time force in Newmarket.

Last fall, CYFS paid tribute to 
him at the annual open house 
where he participated in the cel-
ebrations.

Donations can be made to the 
Canadian Cancer Society in mem-
ory of Rippey.

Sam Rippey.

“Adored by children, universally respected and an inspiration to her peers, Mrs. 
McCluskey was a tireless volunteer, quick to defl ect the praise heaped on her.”
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Richmond Hill/Thornhill 
Marney Beck ................905-294-2200

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
or to contact one 

of our professional writers please call

Your community newspaper is 
celebrating the achievements and 
contributions of everyday, ordinary 
people, who have affected the lives of 
others in extraordinary ways. Leaving 
a lasting impression on the community, 
our award-winning journalists will write 
a fitting tribute in memory of those 
who have a special story to share. 
Through your community newspaper 
and LifeNews.ca, we celebrate those 
no longer with us and remember the 
memories we share.

Celebrate 
       a life 
well lived!

Paul Futhey.....

storiesifeL A celebration of lives well lived
and people well loved
Read more Life Stories on yorkregion.com
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Need a personal or business  
startup Capital ?

 Get  100% financing on  
business investment or  
consolidation rates from  
2.9% regardless of your  

credit or bankruptcy. 
 Call now at:  (204) 296-0699  

Business Services Business Services

APPLYING FOR CANADA PENSION PLAN  
DISABILITY BENEFITS? Increase your  
chance of success. Call the Disability  
Claims Advocacy Clinic. 1-877-793-3222  
www.dcac.ca info@dcac.ca

Business Services Business Services

Legal Services Legal Services

CRIMINAL RECORD? Canadian Record  
Suspension (Criminal pardon) seals  
record. American waiver allows legal en- 
try. Why risk employment, business, trav- 
el, licensing, deportation, peace of mind?  
Free consultation: 1-800-347-2540

Richmond Hill  -Yonge  
Street / Crosby  

Avenue 
1 & 2 bedroom apts,  
new building, opening  
Feb. 2016, near shops,  
transit. Dishwashers,  
Wi-Fi. laundry rooms  

on every floor, in-suite storage, air conditioning,  
community room, rooftop patio & garden, indoor  
parking avail. Smoke-free building. 1-bedroom  
$980 to $1,225. 2-bedroom $1,120 to $1,400 +  
parking, hydro. 1-877-464-9675 ext. 72727  
housingyorkrentals@york.ca

RICHMOND HILL- Mill Pond- 2 bedrooms, 
 4 piece bath, livingroom, appliances, C/A, C/V,  

laundry, separate entrance, near  
transit/shopping. $1400 inclusive or $750  

inclusive per room.   Immediate.  
647-960-0052

NEWMARKET, 
MAIN STREET NORTH/LONDON ROAD
Bright, open concept 1 bedroom main floor,  

quiet 5 plex. Parking, on-site laundry, storage,  
AC. No pets/smoking. $1050 inclusive.

February 1st. 905-836-7242.

KESWICK- MAIN floor, freshly  
decorated, 3 large bedrooms, $1500  

inclusive. First/ last. Parking, laundry.  
Close to amenities, Available  
immediately 416-294-2954

AURORA- YONGE/ Murray area. 3 bedroom main  
floor, clean, quiet, laundry, parking, newly  
renovated, hardwood floors. Close to park,  

school, amenities. February 1st. 
Non-smoking/pets $1450. inclusive.  

905-727-8378

BRADFORD
 2 bedroom lower apartment, laundry,  

separate entrance, a/c. 
 $1000 all inclusive. Non-smoking/ pets. 

February 1st. Phone 416-206-0204

MCCOWAN/ 14TH
Newly renovated 2 bedroom basement apartment,  

washer/ dryer, fridge/ stove, 1 parking. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Near transit. 

$1100 inclusive. Feb. 1st.. 
905-472-8963

MCCOWAN/HWY 7, 
1 bedroom optional fully furnished  basement  

apartment, separate entrance, own laundry, cable,  
parking and utilities included. 

Very bright, clean and spacious. 
$775 inclusive.  905-294-0730.

Newmarket
2 bedroom apartment on top of retail store,  

Private entrance.  Available immediately.  $850  
+utilities. Letter of employment required.

 Please call George after 2pm 
 905-683-6719.

Apartments for Rent Apartments for Rent

NEWMARKET- GORHAM/ LESLIE
Open concept 1 bedroom, 700sqft basement  
apartment. Great lighting, granite, fireplace,
 laundry. Exceptional references required. 

Non-smoking/ pets. $1050 inclusive. 
After 7pm 416-254-7119

QUEENSVILLE
 2 bedroom lower and partial main level apt.
 Very spacious, separate entrance, space for  

laundry. On bus route. $999 plus utilities. Feb. 1.
 First, last and work references required. 

905-715-6031

MAIN STREET Newmarket
1 bedroom basement with 1 parking  

space. $820+ utilities 
For information call after 6pm  

905-939-7110

EAGLE/LORNE - 1 bedroom upper level,  
bright, spacious, legal with private  

balcony, 1 parking, laundry, no pets, no  
smoking. $1100 inclusive. Immediate  

905-717-7394

AURORA- BACHELOR
Downtown Yonge. Upper bright with  

heat. Appliances. Parking. No  
smoking. No pets. Immediate. $950.  
First/Last. Call Ron 416-605-7457

RICHMOND HILL
 Bayview/ Major Mackenzie 
1  bedroom apt in building. 

References a must. January & February.
Call 905-883-0544 between 9am-8pm

STOUFFVILLE
Senior apartments, bachelor apartment,  

ground floor w/patio, available in building  
with elevator. Stove, fridge. Parking  

available. Available now. 905-709-2300

MCCOWAN/ 16TH- Modern, bright, clean  
1100sq.ft. 1 bedroom basement, separate  

entrance, fireplace, laundry, parking.  
February 1st. Non-smoking/pets. $950  

inclusive. 647-632-7342

KESWICK LAKEFRONT
Two 1 bedroom apartments available  

 $800+. utilities. 2 bedroom $1000 inclusive
Cable. Parking. 1st/security. No pets.  

905-989-2469

AURORA- RENOVATED basement bachelor on a  
quiet nice street with a park steps away. Separate  
entrance with a pretty backyard. Transportation,  

shopping, & Yonge street close by. Non-smoking/  
pets. First/ last. 416-725-1483

Apartments for Rent Apartments for Rent

BRADFORD. 3 bedroom detached  house.  
Double garage, minutes to GO, Hwy#400,  

public transit, shopping, schools, parks. Non- 
smoking. First/last. Credit report/references  

required. $2000 +utilities. 416-464-0372

SIBBALD’S POINT
3 bedroom. Stove, fridge.

$1100+ utilities. Small deck, front &  
back yard. Available immediately.  

(416)769-5809 call after 4pm.

SINGLE DETACHED home in the heart of  
Richmond Hill. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,  

approx. 1300sq.ft. Freshly painted.  
Ravine lot. $1950+ utilities.  

289-926-0222

KESWICK-  HIGHEND 3 bedroom house, 
hardwood floors, custom kitchen,

 use of garage.  Non-smoking/pets.
References, first/last. Available immediately.  

$1900 includes heat, hydro, satellite.  
289-231-7584

HWY#7/ MCCOWAN
Large room,  TTC, shopping, laundry.   

Cable, internet. $540. utilities included.  
1st/ last.  647-722-2285.

REAL ESTATE. 
NW Montana. 
T u n g s t e n h o l d i n g s . c o m  
406-293-3714

Houses for Rent Houses for Rent

Rooms for Rent
and Wanted

Rooms for Rent
and Wanted

Travel & Vacations Travel & Vacations

Classifieds Gottarent.comClassifieds Gottarent.com
Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5pm • 905-853-2527 • Toll Free 1-800-743-3353 • Fax 905-853-1765 
For delivery questions, please contact 1-855-853-5613

Jim Rae
 is 95 years young!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Help Jim celebrate this milestone 
at an Open House.

Saturday, January 16th, 2016 
1 - 4 p.m. 

Stouffville Legion
150 Mostar Street, Stouffville.

Best wishes only please.

Wendy & Andy Cartwright of Stouffville, Ontario  
along with 

Catherine & Norman Vaughan of Smithville, Ontario
are thrilled to announce  the engagement of

Shannon Cartwright  & Doug Vaughan
Wedding to take place on  August 20th 2016

Congratulations on your 60th Wedding Anniversary!
Sylvia & Deniz Hasan celebrated their Diamond Anniversary on January 9th 

The many years they’ve just flown by,
Since the  both of you said “I do”
60 years of memories,
Shared by the two of you.
From special events and holidays
To simple daily pleasures,
Some tearful times along life’s way,
Some joys that can’t be measured
Although the years have all now gone,
They’ll be yours forever
Each and every memory,
Of sixty years together!

Wishing you both lots of love from  
all your family and friends xoxo

Classifieds 
Lifenews.ca
Classifieds 
Lifenews.ca
Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5pm • 905-853-2527 • Toll Free 1-800-743-3353 • Fax 905-853-1765 
For delivery questions, please contact 1-855-853-5613

Coming Events Coming Events

GUN SHOW- Sunday, January 17th,  
7:30am-12pm. Pickering Recreation  

Centre. 1867 Valleyfarm Drive.  
Admission $6. 905-623-1778

CANCEL YOUR TIMESHARE. NO Risk  
Program STOP Mortgage & Maintenance  
Payments Today. 100% Money Back  
Guarantee. FREE Consultation. Call Us  
NOW. We Can Help! 1-888-356-5248

Real Estate
Misc./Services

Real Estate
Misc./Services

New 
member

of the family ?
Share the News!

Call 1-800-743-3353 to place your ad

www.yorkregion.com

To highlight your 

Home 
Improvement 

Business  
call  

1-800-743-3353

Check 
Out:


