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‘It was so cold that day. Wind was
from the north. It was 2C at sunset
and it just dropped like a stone from
there!

Matthew Passafiume,
owner of Applewood Farm Winery

IS IT TIME TO TOSS
THE HEAVYWEIGHTS?

Matthew Passafiume of Apple-
wood Farm Winery at his family’s

. . McCowan Road business.
See insert in

today’s paper

WANTED

7 HOMES THAT
NEED ROOFING

7 homes in your area will be given the opportunity of having an INTERLOCK® metal
roofing system installed on their home at a reasonable cost. This lifetime product is
capturing the interest of homeowners across the country who want to know this will
be the last time they have to reroof their home. Our product is environmentally
friendly and comes with a transferable Lifetime Limited Warranty with an excellent
choice of colours to complement your home and is going to be introduced to your
local market. Your home can be a show place in your neighborhood and we will
make it worth your while if we can use your home. Limited Time Offer... ACT NOW!

1-866-601-7366
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Partners in Powerful Communities

yorkregion.com
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Bridal Showcase

DATE: Wednesday, September 16, 2015

PLACE: Seton Hall, 17955 Leslie St
Newmarket, ON, L3Y 9A4 Canada

TIME: 6:30 pm Sﬁﬁgﬁ‘u
Admission is FREE

DOOR PRIZES

BAGS

/
T 0 B E WON’ to first 100 brides
In partnership To receive your complimentary invitation please RSVP to

with YRMG Robyn at 905-862-0122 or register online at www.welcomewagon.ca
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Spring frost decimated
some apple varieties

BY SANDRA BOLAN
sbolan@yrmg.com

If you want to go apple picking, you better
do it sooner rather than later.

The frost that hit in late May wiped out
about half of Applewood Farm Winery’s crop.
Applewood has 13 varieties of apples on 35
acres.

“It was so cold that day. Wind was from the
north. It was 2C at sunset and it just dropped
like a stone from there,” Matthew Passafiume,
owner of Applewood Farm Winery said.

“It’s crazy you can lose a whole year’s work
in eight hours,” he said.

The hardest hit were the honey crisp
apples. About 80 per cent of Applewood’s crop
was lost. Honey crisp also happens to be the
most popular, according to Passafiume.

The frost was about a week later than nor-
mal, so some of the apples were already on
the tree, while the rest were in bloom.

“The apple is completely garbage,” Pas-
safiume said of those that were already on
the tree.

Applewood also lost about 30 per cent of
their strawberries.

“We're not going to break even this year.
We're going to be operating at a loss this year,”
Passafiume said.

Applewood not only relies on the apples
for family pickers, they turn them into fruit
wines. Because of the smaller crop, they may
have to reduce their wine production, he
said.

Whitchurch-Stouftville resident James
Liaros, whose family owns a nine-acre
orchard the just over the border in Markham,
also lost about 50 per cent of their crop due

to the frost.

“The loss does have some impact, but I
buy and sell in large volumes, which allows
for a flow of apples,” Liaros told The Sun-
Tribune via email, noting he does not solely
rely on his own orchard.

Other provinces did not suffer the same
weather damage, which means they can meet
Liaros’ supply and demand needs, ensuring a
stable market, he said.

Liaros, who has been selling apples at the
Stouffville Country Market for more than 25
years, was a 2014 Ward 4 candidate. He lost to
Rick Upton.

“In my opinion, I believe it will be sta-
tus quo other than the high demand apples
such as ambrosia, royal gala, fuji and honey
crisp that may see a slight increase in price,”
according to Liaros.

Both growers lost more this year than in
2012 when the warm winter was followed by
a deep freeze, then hot summer.

“That was a once in a 100-year event and
it happened again. I think we're seeing a trend
here and it’s troubling” Passafiume said.

Apple picking in Applewood’s McCowan
Road orchard began last weekend.

“This year I don't think we're going to make
Thanksgiving,” Passafiume said, noting they
typically go to Halloween.

However, not all is lost when it comes to
the family fun orchard experience. Because
he knew the apple crop would be so small,
more pumpkins were planted so people have
something to pick later in the season.

For more information, go to www.applewoodfarmwin-
ery.com



