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e Istracted
rivers ‘miss
message’

Police chief, officers see
it daily on our roads

BY JEREMY GRIMALDI
Jgeimaldi@yrmg.com

Staff Sgt. Dave Mitchell has seen plenty of dis-
tracted drivers in his day, but few worse than the
motorist who was watching a movie on a DVD
player underneath his car’s sun visor while he
drove on Hwy. 7.

He was recounting the tale yesterday at
Whitchurch-Stouffville’s Community Safety
Village, as MPPs and police gathered together
to announce the new distracted driving laws
intended to curb this kind of behaviour.

As part of the new Bill 31, which was intro-
duced by the Liberal government and will come
into effect Sept. 1, drivers can be fined $1,000
(up from $280) and receive three demerit points
should they be caught by police.

It's intended to be so restrictive that motorists
put down their phones and end what Staff Sgt.
Mitchell called a distracted driving “epidemic” on
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