Stouftville United Church pastor
Vicki Cousins conducted the service
trom the O'Neill Funeral Home, Nov
2, celebrating the life of Gerald ‘Gerry
roley, following his passing Oct. 28 in
Markham Stouffville Hospital

Mr. Foley died following a courageous
20-year battle with cancer. He was 73
Born at New Liskeard Ont.. he moved to
loronto with his mother his steptather
and two 5tr;.whml:hrrn at age 10 He
attended Kew Beach Publi
Agincourt High

rollowing their marriage in 1956, he
and his wite Jean came to Stouffville
[ hey had two sons, Douglas and Tim
and two daughters, Cheryl and Debrah
Cheryl died in 1958 and Douglas in 1967
Debrah (Mrs. Bill Graham)
Whitby. Tim and Denise live at Innisfil
near Barne. There are four grandchildren.
Faige and Danny Graham, and Mitchell
and Connor Foley

Gerry and his |
bearing the name ‘Miss Debrah’ were
common sights in and around Stoutfville
Later, he served as dispatcher with the
tirms of Lee Sand & Gravel, Pit Haulage
and C & ( Haulage. He retired 1n 1999

In his youth, he was a good hockey
player and an excellent swimmer. After
moving to town, he joined the Stoutfville
Kinsmen Club

While the untimely deaths of his
son Douglas and daughter Cheryl, and
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later his wife, Jean, were

devastating, daughte:
Debrah and son Tim
helped bridge this gap
Grandchildren Paige and
Mitchell and
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described the memorable

times that :"f'f';li:}j! her dad so
much pleasure and satisfaction

Christmas get t'-_a.,'_'t't}u'rf- Lllnlh*

picnics, ball games, barbecues and
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the close connection her tather had

with .’H’l;',i'}l'm'_ir'. on l.llrﬁ.'lr‘,'.' f‘.u‘{'hut‘,

touttville, including Dave Parcels and
mentioned
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specifically niece Carol who

tten made suppers for her father

Dunng the glad umes and the sad umes.
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in 198/ INg surgery, the disease
returned and steaduy worsened. While
oy t‘I],"*t‘HI‘.‘.t*l".'.L -.if‘i;{'-, he :l‘u*t‘-,i ‘-.'.'ltf'.
daughter Debrah and son-in-law Bill

LOCN refurned home to Stourtviule

“He loved feeling part of our family,”
Debrah said. The O'Neill chapel was
illed ftor the service and the tloral
tributes were beautiful Interment was
made at Stouffville Cemetery

Merry UnChristmas

In the book “Merry UnChristmas”

 Mike Reiss, i1n which people
celebrate Christmas 364 days a
year in Christmas City, a little girl
called Noelle opens her presents on
Christmas morning Receiving a
new doll, dollhouse, ice skates, roller
skates, a computer and a bike and oh
yes, a pony, she says, “Gee thanks,”

with a yawn and then puts her gifts

away with all her previous bikes
and ponies in her back yard. Sound
familiar ¢

These days it seems to me the gift
part of Christmas happens a lot more
than once a year. Most of us don't
have to wait to receive that special
gift or cook a nice large meal. We
have our own excess money with
which we buy the best food or the
newest electronic toy at any time
during the year. People have become
used to having immediate access to
everything. It doesn’t matter if it’s
June or December. Why wait for
Christmas?

So, once Christmas does roll around
we still seem to concentrate on the
gift part of the season and when we
find ourselves unwrapping presents
under the tree Christmas morning,
the excitement and the appreciation
is non-existent. Kids, especially, have

 much these days that the thought
and effort of that special gift at
Christmas doesn’t mean much. Just
like Noelle in the story, it's ho hum,
not too special
she appreciates more the one day
of the year when it's not Christmas,
when she can eat regular dinners,
watch shows like Oprah instead of
the Grinch, enjoy the extra space In
her house without a tree in the living
room, go to school and look forward
to the arrival of the mailman, who can
only bring bills instead of Christmas
cards on the one non-Christmas
day. Even the de-lighting of the
Christmas tree downtown is cause
tor celebration as it becomes so dark
that people can see and appreciate the
many twinkling stars in the sky.
Perhaps if we shifted our focus
away from the gifts at Christmas we,
too, would appreciate the ordinary,
humdrum special gifts that we
encounter every day. But every year
[, like everyone else, buy too many
gifts for my loved ones in the name
of Christmas. This year, however, |
think we all need to take a moment
or two to appreciate what we already
have in life and stop, look and notice

the twinkling stars.

Anne Houle is co-ordinator of children
and vyouth services at Whitchurch-

Stouffville Library.
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Farm Kitchen

Quality Baking & Foo4®

Open House...

Come in and see the store ready for the
holidays. Taste some of our Christmas
baking. Open House runs Friday,
November 30 1:00pm till close and
Saturday, December 1st all day.

Squares, Squares,

Squares ...
NEWTO YOUR Let us help you with your Christmas

COMMUNITY baking. Choose from our Lemon
? Squares, Nanaimo Bars or Cranberry
be sure to call Pecan Bars. It's a hard choice... you
i "“1,_; might need to take all three.
N

Hours:
-Fri 9-5:30
p.m., Cl

SINCE 1930

Dianne 905-640-3521

Karen 905-640-1657
Our hostess will bring

gifts and greetings,
along with helpful

905-640-2270

100 RINGWOOD DR.#21,
STOUFFVILLE
www.reesorfarmkitchen.com

HAYING A NEW BABY?
Call Karen

Dedicated to

. g maintaining
Stouftville f ¢ /mlwcts.cnm a thriving
- = prosperous

Ff /-"f//.l"',u" . /--I""'.t'fr’”..r”r

Stouffville

ceminnlyy formefien o jobs ° corpens

* Blogs by Kate Gilderdale and Bruce Stapley (of the Free Press)
and Loraine Thornhill (Personal Trainer)

FREE REGISTRATION FOR
* Businesses (including online coupon page)
* Online gallery for local artists
e Community calendar
* Sports and recreation leagues

* free home inspection by certified Inspector
* free staging consultation (interior)

* free curb appeal cleaning (exterior) B
* free $2000 worth of Stouffville Local Merchant Coupons

on the completion of your Real Estate transaction with us

lan Batt # Sales Representative * Direct 416-881-9544
Dora Confolone # Sales Representative  Direct 416-876-0957
Donna Confolone » Sales Representative » 647-500-3415 \

S

‘ GROUP

®

sutton Group Town and Country Realty Ltd.
Brokerage (independently owned and operated) |

905-640-0888




