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New Beginnings

Greek Odyssey

By Kinjal Dagli-Shah

| he Kourvisianos' residence 1n Stouttville

1S a lively one at any time of the day

[t's always filled with the ftresh aroma
of Greek cuisine, the delighted squeals ol
three children, and often, an array ot visiting
cousins, friends and neighbours. |Jim and
Anthie Kourvisianos, along with lina,

Kyri, 4 and George, 3, make tor a welcoming

tamily

[he family of five first visited Stouthtville
when it was “cold and dark,” recalled Anthie,
34. “My brother-in-law has been here for
about four vears, and we would make a tew
visits every year from our apartment on
Danforth. We never thought we'd move here
too, she says

But move they did, when they found this
town both affordable and accessible. “We
could live in a brand new townhouse here
and be close to the family. So we traded 1n
the downtown life. Besides, it’s better for
the children too. There are parks, splash
pads and good schools,” said Anthie, a stay-
at-home mom. “And | have my own room,
said Tina, who chipped in at regular intervals
during the interview

The family exudes warmth, and the
large family on Jim's side explains why the
children take little time to
form an acquaintanceship
Kyri may just invite you on
a toy roller coaster ride or
a car chase, while George
is only too happy to watch
fairy tales with you, all the
time wearing his cape soO
vou know who the real
prince 1S

[ina, already a lady, will
tell vou how glad she 1s that
vou're her m'whln-m And if
VOu Te | JL 475 11\1; wWdsS, YyOuU
may |ust get rewarded with
warm homemade cinnamon
rolls and the kids calling

vou ‘Thia’. which is Greek
for aunt

‘Mv sister-in-law 1s also 7
moving to Stouffville, so it’s

only getting better,” said Anthie, laughing
Her only complaint 1s that she misses the

convenience ol l‘t‘lli'\.’, able to walk to the

corner store. “But, on the other hand, it's
pretty, we have a backyard, and the kids have
enough space to play,” she said

[t was several decades di that both Jim
and Anthie's parents set sail on a boat rmm
Athens to Halifax. The families settled In
[oronto, and have lived there ever since
bringing up children, and now grandchildren
As second generation immigrants, Jim
and Anthie are emblematic of a bicultural
upbringing. And while their children
naturally have a more Canadian intluence,
they are very much aware of their heritage
and origin

“Iim and | enjoy Greek music and dancing,
and some of the foods that I learnt trom
my mom are the Greek-style lentils and the
famous souvlaki. As a child, I used to visit
my grandparents in (Greece every summel
But [ haven’t been there since nine years
ago,” said Anthie, adding, “I'd love to plan a
family vacation and take my kids because |
still have aunts and cousins living there.”

But until that plan matenalizes, visits
from local family and friends abound, and
there’s much to look forward to at the
Kourvisianos' home
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Anthie Kourvisianos snuggles up with Tina
. George, 3 and Kyri, 4 in their new
Stouffville home

GRANITE,,

(U

4.95

Main Street Qwner Tim Chase

* Lube, Qil & Filter

* Tune-ups - Fuel injection service $
* Air conditioning service & repairs Don't Delay
Snow Tires
This Year

845 o |
$64.50

[ W secme | 6757 Main Street
; | at 10th Line Stouffville

905-642-9000
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» Exhaust Systems/Heatercores/Rads

* Brakes/ABS/Drum-Rotor

s-machine

* Alignments/shocks/struts/suspension
» Computer/Electrical repairs/wiring
* Batteries/Starters/Alternators

» D.O.T. safety-cars/bikes/trucks/trailers
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IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Best Selection and Quality
Our Reputation is tops in York Region
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& Marble Products Inc.

PLUS Save the Goverment Tax Rebate

3472 Stouffville Road.
West of Kennedy Rd.

905-887-3200




