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By Ralph Pohlman

My mother used words that | thought she had made up
l'he funny thing, though, is that | always knew what they
meant f"-h}fbc it was the tone of voice that duumpamrd
them,; the music, not the words. In any case, | don't think
| ever heard them anyplace else, never took them in school
or saw them in a book or had them on a spelling test

ror example, she often called me a “scallywag”. | took
that to be a sort of a loving term for being muschievous but
not evi or malicious, and having too much energy. Sort of
a rascal. Today, as | wnite this, 1s the first ume | have ever
actually looked it up in a dictionary and there it i1s - “a
mischievous young person”

On the other hand, “Don't get rambunctious,” meant
you were approaching some kind ol discipline like being
sent to your room. It had something to do with being too
notsy, unruly, or a general pain in the ass

| here are lots more, and | wall get 1o them, but it just
now crossed my mund that our dog also seemed to respond
to what he was called We had thus }‘l;,: d 4 of undeter
mined ancestry who appeared to have been assembled
trom parts of other dogs, all of them large. My father called
him “Forklift” in a sarcastic tone of voice, and that's what
he was like - plodding, a bit clumsy, gooly, predictable. My
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mother called him “Precious”. | don't know why, but, sure
enough, when she was sitting down he would stand at her
side with his face in her lap and his eyes rolled up at her like
he was worshiping. | called him by his real name which
was “Lucky” and he seemed to like that. Energetic, playtul
rradﬂ,’ (8] Jn‘,-’tl'ung but Hl.i‘,'l“t’ that's because | was a Kid
and with me he could be one 100

Like all kids, | used to get sent on errands of vanous
kinds and with vanous instructions. | he commonest were
either “Don't IHH‘EF,-.I}',? or “don’t dully-dally.”™ I'm not sure il
there 15 a ditference but | took 'l-rll‘.'j.{‘lgl L0 mcan Lo h.lh}f
Out sOoIne [.*|.h r Ilbt’ I}H' H.Hii o !li.r,i-r thr [ " 'jl" MO T '.'.hrh
| got older, and “dully-dally” to just be generally slow, stop
ping here and there to talk to people. | still do that | like to
dully-dally but I'm not much tor lollygagging

And then we have “‘monkeyshines”, as in “don't get

into any monkeyshines®, or, simply, “no monkeyshines
hear?”. | had no \dea what monkeyshines were tor a long

tume. | --'1[.! H."II.L"',- Er'.I]i‘,' '.hir.r'- ‘-'- ]‘H'. h 1 t:';r Y '."H!J'-

Shoes? Not knowing what they were, it was hard to avold
them. Were they IgAINST the law s What of yvou got 1';.',.".1'
monkeyvshining

| now take monkeyshines to be a broad category ol
playtul activities that extend from the mischievous to the
forbwdden, from “hugh jinks” to “hanky-panky” although |
don t actually recall my mother using hanky-panky in rela
ton to me. | did hear my olks use it 1n conversation about

SOIMe };HI LN towi ht‘lng up Lo some hﬂnk)’-pank)’. Hmmm.
| wondered what that meant

| have since come to [eCORNIZC hanky-panky db the
world’s most secretive and yet most popular indoor sport.
[t also used to be very popular at the dnive-in movie.

Here are a few more words that were part of her vocabu-
lary. Someone who was generally unreliable, irresponsible
or unpredictable was a dingbat. A major fuss, anything
from a noisy argument to a riot, was a brouhaha and then

one could get up to shenanigans, which sound like Irish

monkeyshines

An ¢ ’f'J{'aI ol unknown huncton or iu!y";llt’ﬂ name was
A u!*ﬂ-hhh",', and someuumes a ‘u."u.'hn'[thdltléjLﬂ“ll. and an
intrusive kid was a whippersnapper

Finally, I'll get around to whinge, a general favourite of
those days, which seems to have disappeared, although I'm
told it 15 common in England. Both of my folks thought
that life was filled with a senes of problems, which either
had to be solved or tolerated. The one thing you were not
1O dO Was O H}]'!JHL or, in their word, ‘-..h‘hl!iﬂt'

nversation lm;‘_}nt RO, | he test the teacher gave us

wNas untair’

‘Don’'t whinge.'

[hat's the response | would use if you were to complain

lll. .J' li'.'l :I'JTIiIi IL r.'T .l'.'I}‘II.l-IIl.'
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