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by Jill McWhinnie

[f you stroll down to Memonal
Park on a summer evening, chances
are you'll see a number of folks
dressed in white, rolling what appear
to be bowling balls along the closely
cropped grass in the fenced area
north of the tennis court. If you
watch tor a while you'll get a sense
of the skill, strategy and fun that
make up the sport of lawn bowling,
or as it 1s ofhicially known, bowls

Bowls has enjoyed a long and
colourful history. T'he game was so
popular in Britain in the 1400s that
laws were passed prohibiting those
whose archery skills wrr?fnrcdcd
to defend the reahn from playing
bowls. The king was concerned that
archers were spending too much
time lawn bowling and not enough
time practising with the bow and
ATTOW

In Canada lawn bowling clubs
sprang up in many communities in
the latter years of the 19th century
Stouffville’'s green was established 1n
Memonal Park 1n 1894 and the

rent clubhouse dates trom 1934

I'he green 1s divided into “nnks’
can be played

Equipment

o that several games
it the same time
ncludes a set of four bowls, avail
\ble in vanous sizes and
: E"nrif'ls,i F: =‘.'.‘E'l
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Oneé side so as (o

the player s
are flattened on x
follow a curved course when rolled
They are typically black or brown,;
however coloured bowls are now
becoming more common. |he jack,
a small, round, white ball, 1s used as
the target. The object of the game 15
to score points by rolling the bowl as
close to the jack as possible

[t sounds simple, but the art and
skill of the game is in gauging the
weight of the throw and the appro-
priate bias of the bowl, taking into
account the distance to the jack and
the curve.of the nnk, which can vary
considerably on natural grass

“There's a lot of skill involved,”

A HOT FUNDRAISER

By Kate (Gilderdale
Stouffville Free Press

Motus O is holding a sweaty summer
dance party to raise funds for its newest
production, A Christmas Carol, which
will debut at Markham Theatre Dec. 16.

The fundraiser, which takes place Aug,
11 at Cedar Grove Community Centre in
Markham, starts at 7 p.m. and includes
snacks. desserts, coffee, tea, and the
chance to dance your face off to fabulous
music spanning the past five decades.
James and Justin Croker will provide D]
services and there will be a cash bar

Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for
youth aged 12 to 19 and §5 for children
under 12. There will be a 50/50 cash
draw and beautiful Motus O calendars

for sale at the event,

Tickets are available by calling Bonnie
at 905-471-0075 or Motus O at 905-
640-8647. All funds raised will receive
a matching grant through the Ontario

Arts Foundation.
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\ Sport For A Lifetime il

Lawn bowling crosses generational lines

sald veteran bowler Doris Farthing,
who just celebrated her 50th year
with the club. “I've done lane bowl-
ing and curling, but | prefer lawn
bowling. There's more to it.”

Club president Bob Stover, who
with wrﬁ: Nancy has been bowling
for 11 years, agrees. For him, the
appeal of the game 1s “the oppor-
tunity to develop a skill, the use ol
strategy in play, and the opportuni-
ties to compete.” There's no doubt
that Stouffville bowlers are senous
competitors. The pennants and tro-
phies displayed in the clubhouse
attest to decades of victones at dis-
trict, provincial and national levels
of competition

However, despite keen competi
tion, the avility which accompa
nies bowls play 1s refreshing. leams
shake hands before the game and
wish each other “good bowling”
[he game concludes with a hand
hake and the compliment “good
Refreshments are then
served 1n the clubhouse, gIving
members the opportunity to social

game

| LE, vnd 1N the cast { new b wiers
get better acquainted with long time

members

‘Clubs develop social connes
LIONS '..E'"I-'IT. ﬂ".-!.l'.' ;‘*" If WwWant 1)
me back.” said Kevin Penny, execu
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tive director of Bowls Canada, the
national organization dedicated to
the promotion of lawn bowling
[here are currently 260 lawn bowl-
ing clubs and 15,000 members 1n
Canada. Despite the fact that lawn
bowling “often flies below the radar
until people are in their mid-40s,

Mr Pennv sees a solid future tor
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“The cost to enter 15 low com-

pared to many other sports, particu-
larly for family play. And because
it 1s not physically strenuous, you
could lawn bowl in the evening and
then still have enough energy left for
summer hockey.”

For a young person aspirng to
world class sport competition “a

lawn bowler can be internationally
competitive in eight to 10 years',
said Mr. Penny, citing the example
of 22-year-old Hanover native Ryan
Bester, a world champion in 2005
Mr. Penny encourages clubs to intro
duce high school students to the
sport “so that they can see what
the game’s about. Even if they don't
take immediate interest, they often
return a few years later.” ~

In June the Stoutfville club hosted
a workshop for 20 high school stu
dents. “We would like t
vouth in significant numbers, sad
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Mr. Stover sees the growth
pportunity for the
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members of all ages. “1 here’'s a big
market out there. We want \p
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Mr. Penny predi that :
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(ames, will one day become an
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Olympic sport. Given Stoutbville’s

long and distinguished history in
the game, a lawn bowler from our
town may one day bring home the
Olympic lawn bowling medal
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Motus O artistic

director,
ki dancer and dance party DJ
James Croker as Puck in the
company's production of A
Midsummer Night's Dream ‘

137 Main St. N. Markham
705-294-3882 « www.peppfrfree.m

" All Sales Final ** No Holds, No Layaways, No Special Orders

SINCE 1930 {JLTD

Dianne 905-640-3521
Karen 905-640-1657

Our hostess will bring
gifts and greetings,

Members of
Stouffville's Lawn
Bowling Club
participate in
a tournament
during this year's
Strawberry |

Festival. | | HAVING A NEW BABY?

Tues. Sepl.11 - Nov.27 « Volleyball-Basketball
7:30-8:30 pm - $175 ~ Summitview
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Wed. Sepl. 12 - Nov.28 « Volleyball-Basketball
7:30-8:30 pm - $175 ~ Summitview

Tues. Jan.8 - Apr.2 « Yolleyball-Basketball
7:30-8:30 pm - $175 ~ New SDSS Gym

Wed. Jan.9 - Apr.2 » Yolleyball-Basketball
7:30-8:30 pm - $175 ~ New SDSS Gym (tentative)

Mar.10-14 « Volleyball-Basketball
9 am-12 pm - $125 ~ New SDSS Gym

FALL & WINTER CAMP COMBOS * 1 NIGHT $300 2 NIGHTS $550
ALL CAMPS ARE CO-ED  AGES 7-15 » LIMITED ENROLLMENT

*You instilled in Annie the ability and confidence she
needed to try out and make the vollevball & basketball
teams last vear.”™ » Manianne Hamm

*Griffin had never plaved basketball before going
to vour camp, but he acquired the skills to make his school
team.” * Bruce Stapley

Run by Award Winning Veteran SDSS Teacher/Coach

JIM FLETCHER

905-985-3489
fletchy@sympatico.ca

registration
info call:

PEPPERTREE KLASSICS

J . .
Women's Fashions, Footwear and Accessories

5%

off** regular ticket prices

ALL SUMMER
MERCHANDISE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AND HOLIDAYS
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