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ingry tor Western intluence

hief among them being the English language
[ he importance ot native languages was
the decline in upper middle class hn'ht’hnu
and a mastery of the English language trans-
lated into certain protessional success. | was
an eager teenager caught in this new wave
Already 1in an English medium school, | was
naturally drawn to French. Pansian cates
and French hairdos were on my mind when |
came home with the application sheet

But my father was unmoved. His reason
was simple - “You have your entire life to
learn other languages. But 1f you don't know
your own language, you've lost a big part of
your culture because you will have nothing
to pass on

[ hat was when | was tourteen. A decade
later, while studying 1n the US, | wrote let-
ters to my parents in Gujarati with a sense of
pride. Another tew years hence, | am grateful
to my ftather tor being hirm. | speak to my
toddler mostly in Gujarati, in the hope that
she will remember 1t when English takes over

On my recent trip to India, | had trouble
finding children’s story books in Gujarati
| he bookseller told me they weren't being
printed any more because nobody was buy
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A | |
stouttville starting i
rk Region Dastrict
and funded by the Ministry ol
nd lraining, the program needs
students willing to learn a particular
language 1n order to otter it

| know at least 10 Gujarati kids just 1n
the neighbourhood so | was surprised that
Gujarat:i didn't make 1t onto the list When |
called the International Languages program
coordinator, she explained that the decaisions
are based on demographics, and that by the
time Ayaana, my 16-month-old, 1s in school,
it will probably be one of the languages
offered. But she also told me that if | col
lect 25 names of students who wish to learn
(Gujarati, with the parents’ signatures, they
can arrange to teach the language

50 this 1s a shout-out to every Gujarat: in
Stouttville. Email me 1t you're interested in
helping your child learn her language and we
can get the ball rolling

Write to Kinjal at kinjal dagh@gmail com

Kinjal Dagli-Shah runs the Reading and
Creative Wrniting workshop for children and
youth [he summer session begins July 10
Email or call on $05-591-1797

tary school children 1n
september. Run by
School Board
tducation a
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