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Goodbye Bowling Alley, Goodbye Small Town Feel
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Whether you're eight or B0, chances
are you've hut a few pins at the Stouffville
Bowling Centre on Main Street. A warm
and welcomung community meeting place
tor over 60 years, the centre has been home
to thousands of children’s birthday parties,
community fundraising events and leagues
tor the old, the young and those with
special needs. Sadly, on May 30, the doors
to the bowling alley will close for good, and
an important part of our town's history
will be lost forever |

In case you haven't heard the news. a
new medical centre 15 being planned where
the Stoultville Bowling Centre is now
iocated. The bullding’s owner has asked all
current tenants to clear out h_‘.' the end ol
the month, including the powling centre's
propnetor of 11 years, John White

Long-tume bowler Tiny Stewart believes
that Stoultville is losing a very important
sOCial centre

‘I started comung here in the
sixties when | was at home wath my kids *
ays [iny who now bowls wiath a p:.rl up ol
ladics cvery Ihurni.lj.' aflternoon. “lt was
one ught a week | could get out and

the

soCilalize with other women. 50 I'm really

going to muiss the place. But the thing that
really upsets me about losing the centre is
that there has been no commuitment from
the town to put a bowling alley anywhere
else. | hear about the money going into the
old town hall and talk of a new arena, why
not a bowling alley

Barb Anderson feels liny's pain Head
of the Markham Bowlers. Barb recently
took the ssue to a councy mecting She
spoke about how critical the centre has
been tor her group of more then 30 bowlers
who all have special needs. The Stoultville
B-uwllng Lentre s the only bowling alley
for mules that can accommaodate individuals
with physical disabilities. Bard pleaded
'.'n'lt}j u""...l“.l.l] s hﬁ;* save the centre. but
10 no aval According to Barb, Mavos
Emmerson's response was: ‘| don't know
‘..l'-'j']‘_'-..' yOuU V€ W asted YOUT T «
there's nothing | can do
Richard Bartiey the
in which the centre resices

Hning here
about it."" She saud
ouncilor tor the ward
sal] even less

Barb left the meeting lecling deflated
“We've
B-{_l‘a.l-'h:l,q ENntlre every S>un
says Bard. “For many of
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the one sport they truly excel at. We have
two bowlers going to compete in the
Ontano Special Olympics this year And
now they're lacing having to leave the
town to bowl It's devastating’

Matthew Nighswander is one of these
bowlers. lwo ycals ago, at the a ol JU,
he 'Was the national tﬁ:lllplull
tor pins over average at the 20006 Special
Olympics. Matthew started bowling when
he was 16 and 5 Y he quukl',‘ F,Il.""-'h’ 10
love the sport. You can hear the pnde In
s voice when he talks about representing
Stoulville at the games. Matthew says that
the Stoultvilie Bowling Centre holds many
special memones for hum *l started m)

named

he Thursday ladies league will have 10
look elsewhen for a place to bow! wher

Oses atl the

the ':ﬂuuﬁw”u Huﬂhru] Lentre
end of the month

bowling career here and 've won awards

nere. | really thunk that o more ;-r-.-;-lr

uid see our athletes 1n action they would

realize how important bowling s in this

hn lait head of the

I Youth B MWLLR Lanada

stoultville chaptes
] P'- L 11111!’1 L

agIee more. bvery Saturday m

_l . . ! ] . I i ]
the past 28 vears. lohn has been teaching

AN a

idds 1o ol vidd bowiler 1n the men ' s

cague, John believes that the sport has a Stouffville Bowling Centre is closi
See Bowling on page 27
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i liIsruptive; ftortunately, | have an adult
[ live with autisn tnend, my EA, to help me with my impulse:
I 3 rare thing - | ept ti gh the and keep me safe
night. [ burst int non m for a At day's end, | swim or rock climb. Thes:
hug: then I dart off. It's suddenly impera things greatly calm m >ometim:

that | solve a math pr blem

| am quiet, concentrating on
warning, | tear up and down the
hallwayv | only want to work on my math,
but the urge to run 15 too strong

In the schoolvard, | am often confused. |
jon't understand how t be a tnend. even
Thf-'lﬂi; | re .l[]‘; want to b ' }HL.‘]H'T‘; alC
the things | do and they
play with them. Alter

without

puzzled by say;
think | don’t want t
a while, they go away
In class. | am distracted by the stndent
insistenice of my senses: the buzz of the
lights; the aroma of soap on my skin; the
taste of my pencil. My trousers feel rough

an understanding fnend comes with me - |
love to have special people nearby

At bedtime, my senses continue to
relentlessly convey their messages. | take a
long time to settle

[omorrow, 1 will face my
OVer again

While my brain and nervous system are
bullt diftterently than that of the typical
child, my heart is built the same. So, if vou
see me or someone like me doing the things
we do to cope with autism, please remember
to be a friend

challenges all

C.K. lancredi 1s Michael’s mother

Bowling for Autism

On May 3 at 2 p.m. the York Region
Chapter of Autism Ontario 1Is _hnldmg A
fundraiser at Stouffville Bowling Centre

Children and young people with autism
spectrum and related disorders (ASD), along
with their siblings and friends, are invited
to participate in a fun day of bowling. “It
will be a great social learning opportunity
tor those with autism, in a friendly and non
competitive environment. There will be prizes
for all and a certificate for participation,
aaid Stouffville resident Micole Ongman
who is on the leadership council of the

organization
“We are asking people to sponsor the event

and they can do so online or by dropping by
the bowling alley. Tax receipts will be mailed
out for any donation over $20,” said Micole
“We are also doing a silent auction that day
to help raise funds. We hope that people can
stop by to put in a bid; it will be a closed
bidding system, so they will be able to drop
off their bids even prior to the event.”

All proceeds will go to A-OK, a summer
day camp for young people aged 4 to 21 who
have ASD. Visit www.autismontario.com/
york for information about Autism Ontario
or to pledge online, For more details on the
May 3 fundraiser, call Stouffville Bowling
Centre at 905-640-1471
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Wt RAVE THE PERFECT
PROGRAM FOR YOU, ALL AGES!

BEGINNER, INTERMEDIATE AND
AUVANCED STUDENTS WELCOME!

BE AWE ROCK SUMMER

STUDENT AND ¢OU COULD
BE ON THE™ WE ROCK™
STAGE THIS FALL!

SUMMER MUSIC WORKSHOPS & LESSONS

Right in the heart of Stouffville!
SUMMER is a great time at “We Rock” School of Music

We teach a broad range of musical styles: Rock, Jazz, R&B, Funk. Theatrical to name a few

PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS

Guitar, Electric Guitar, Bass, Drums, Vocal and Band Coaching, Songwriting, Audio Recording
(day and evening lesson times available)

9 WEB( GBQ[PGUI’I’AH m Beginners, Intermediate or Advanced Players
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5 COURSES AVAILABLE... 1. Introduction to Metallica
2. Playing in the Style of Eric Clapton
3. Introduction to Led Zeppelin

12 pm, One day a week for 5 weeks, $195 ($265 Advanced) per student

10 am

4. Beginner Group Accoustic Guitar
5. Beginner Group Electric Guitar

1 Hour a week for 5 weeks, $195. per student

AG_QUSIIC GU_"AR ONE DAY WOHKSHOP Beginners, Intermediate or Advanced Players

10 am - 4 pm, $225. per student
1 WORKSHOP AVAILABLE... 1. Introduction to the style of Don Ross,
Andy Mckee, Antoine Dufour

LATRRVVET RN RHHAND DRUM WORKSHOP

Learn & Have Fun Playing Hand Drums!
3 age groups, Runs all Summer (Drums provided - Call)

VOCALS - ONE WEEK COURSE

O Beginner and Intermediate Vocalists

1 Hour a day for One Week (5 days) - day and evening times available. $175 per student

ALL YOU NEED IS A LOVE OF SINGING!! Come and ENJOY!

4 COURSES AVAILABLE... 1. Leam to Sing for Young Beginners
2. Vocals for Teens
3. Vocals for Female Adults
4. Vocals for Male Adults

We Rock _Sc_h‘qol 0T Music

email us or call 905-640-4790 » inh@werock ra

WWW.WEROCK.C:




