By Robin Steckley

“Heavy rains and high winds coming
trom the northeast,” promised the weather
advisory sent to all those who qualified and
registered for the 111th Boston Marathon
on April 16

[ his forecast, aluny, with cancelled
thghts into Boston, forced 2,400 of the
more than 23,000 pcupir rrglﬂc[ni {4
this year’s marathon to do a no-show But
Leona Newlands and Lon Robertson of
Whitchurch-Stouffville were not
any ol their plans

['hey both ran the Mississauga Marathon
last May and qualified to run Boston this

hanging

year. |hey trained at home through some
extreme weather in preparation for this
race and they weren't about to back out
Lon was determined she would run and

enjoy the race no matter what was com
INg

As runners, we all want that perfect
day," she said, “but you know it just isn't
gOIng to happen so the weather becomes
part of the challenge.” In fact, the rain
subsided as Lon and Leona moved to the
start line and thr.“_.' tound themselves run
ning in wind, but little or nosrain

Leona admuts that she was not quite as
positive as Lorn. “My struggle with defeat
began with a series of small challenges lead
INg up to race day, along with the much
\arger challenge of the heavy rains and high

winds predicted for that dayv.” she said
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of the events leading to that moment.” said
Leona

ohe went on to run a negative split
dicaning the second half of her race was
taster than the first, an accomplishment for
a1y runnel t'i-s.’fu.l-l”"'y’ on this course. [ he
hills are continuous and taxing, particularly
in the second hall. Lon found this part of
the race her biggest challenge

“1he hinal few hills coming into Boston
wceilce a ‘:[IHIL',;-’.JE* she said. * [ he I'*l{'..‘,:‘*-'. \nd
Dest khlr‘.'.'ﬂ hill on the course, Heartbreak
Hull, was not as difficult as these final few
ne tound the effort to lift her quads up
But
22 miules already behind her, she found the
determuination to do one

/et one more hill to be taxing with
More and cn
the hinish line knowing she had given it
her all

Both runners said they were thrilled with
the gxpernience and the unique opportunity
to run the Boston Marathon. Thev
the P—*-'-l*-f'.l.l.’.‘-

famuy ushered

ound
very accommodating ne
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their home t
use the bathroom dunng the run!

tne

| hey were extremely motivated b

rowds, the unrelenting “high-fives” with
spectators along the way, and stepping

ver tuiming pads knowing that evervone at
home knew where they were. Fven the ughn
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Email weath
er advisories
and reports
on Brm[flh |V
nght up to the
night beftore the

event predicted
that this would
be a formidable

itorm unlike any
other encoun-
tered In the race
“As the rain and
wind continued
and the start
time approached,
| realized that |
needed to gather
myself and run
the race, regard-
less of any and all

MUSIC LESSONS

Leona Newlands and Lon
Whitchurch-Stouffville were among thousands

of people who participated in the 200?_anth
Marathon, battling wind, rain and chill tem-
peratures to reach the finish line.

Uy wiath them. it felt
as though they did
he timung pads

reported their prog

d - L h{'

ress 1n real time back
home
poth Lon and

Leona faced theirr
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IMELre:

stands full of cheer
Ing fans, knowing
Robertson of that you are just
about { om
plete the Boston

Marathon: there

No feellng like i1t
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" FLIGHT TO FREEDOM |

Residents left behind family, friends and worldly goods

By Kate Giulderdale
Stouttville Free Press
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| netamily left at theend of November
s tather behind because he

! |
pDorder to avoid capture by

was too sick to travel -I-ht'y hooked up
with another family and headed for the
border. “We could hear the Russian tanks
and the soldiers talking. We had to run
between the searchlights and people in
villages opened up their backyards for
i5 1O RO Ihn_nigh s0 we could avoid the
stiects

When the revolution started, lldiko
Ugray-Hary was living with her sister,
mother, grandmother and great-grand
mother in an apartment in Budapest
“Things were happening all around us.’

lidiko, who was 11, had to search
tor tood to sustain the family. She was
on her way home with a mik tun filled
with sauerkraut when she was asked
to hll belts with ammunition to
use against the Russian troops, a task

g
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ne aci t';"[r.'ti *“When the HU'-'.-I.11"1.*.~ had
passed | went home. To me 1t wasn’t
NETOIC, It Was excitng ;

As the situation Lirltrlnhittd_ ]ldlkf.,.-".-
visited a fnend who said her
were leaving for Canada. “My
mother asked if we could go with them.”
l hey took the train and had to crawl
through Lir:rp sNOow 1O get to the border
"Mother paid a person smuggler at
ne of the border towns: he walked us
across the hields and they were shooting
! white sheets that we
threw ourselves when the flares
vent up so it would look like snow "
Alter they crossed the border thev
vere taken to Holland by train. “Dutch
eople at every stop had their bands
Hunganan anthem.” said
the NATO base
iIn Holland for a few months and the
Dutch government and Canadian Red
ross helped us. | would do anything for
them,” she said, with tears in her eves
“Princess Beatrice bought out a whole
department store and clothed hundreds
I retugees. She came to the camp and
personally helped out.” The Canadian
government sent an English teacher to
give the refugees lessons while thev

mother
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waited for the ship that would bring

them to Canada, their new home. where
they, along with thousands of other
refugees, built a life free from fear and
persecution ftor themselves and their
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LEGAL SERVICES

Celebrate Sprin
with a special
program from

“Creatures in my Backyard”

Mondays or Tuesdays from 6 to 7

3 ‘\“;G I magl;f_@

Music and Movement Classes for Children

For children ages | to 4 years * 5 Week course beginning May 28

LAW OFFICE

PAUL J. CROWE BA., LL.B.

Barrister & Solicitor

Inquire about Fall programs for newborns to age 7

Private Instruction for ages 5 and up

671 Millard St., Stouffville, ON L4A 2B0

!

ALSO AVAILABLE: PIANO LESSONS
Sheri Neufeldt-Fast (ARCT, BA, BChMus)

,’thne: 905-642-3295 * E-mail: neufast@yahoo.ca

Real Estate  Wills & Estate
Powers of Aftorney » Small Business

il

Phone: 905-640-8100
86 Ringwood Dr., Suite 208
Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

AUTO BODY

Collision
Work

[2el B Bedy) &

Restoration of
Vintage Cars

WINDOW TREATMENTS

L]
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SHINE
BLIND

CANADA
BLINDS, SHADES & SHUTTERS

905-642-

Professional
Window
Treatment
Specialists

2555

TO GET YOUR BUSINESS IN THE DIRECT. ORY

OF SERVICES CALL:

905-640-FREE (3733) or email: bstapley@sympatico.ca

PLUMBING SERVICES

REPAIRS &

NEW INSTALLATIONS

Licensed & 18 years experience

416-568-6928




