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By Bruce Stapley

Atter 12 years spent establishing itself as a ma)or
t‘uruc‘.m the Provincial Junior A Hockey League, the
Stouttville Spirit is out to become a full fledged mem
ver of the Stouffville family

At the same time, the organization is SEIVIng notice
It 15 only interested in players whose hockey goals go
hr:}'umi those they Iulght sCore I1n thelr Hmt; with [}1r
club.

[he Spirit made it clear they were chan ing thel
philosophical direction when owners Zeev Werek and
David Laren sacked second yeal head coach Dan West
and long time general manager Ken Burrows earlier this
spring. 1 hey appointed the town's former mavor Sue
Sherban director of promotions and marketing, a newly
minted position, after namung Stoufttville resident Mart
Li1bson the club’s new ( M and David | ¥ Ammizio head
coach

“We want to have far more local integration and par
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Joe's May 12, with past and current Spirit players tal

Ing on all comers

Players will attend local minor hockey practices. sper
time with high school teams, and attend communitv
tunctions. “The guys who play for the Spint are like the
Leafs to the kids of this town.” said Mr. Gibson. *
have a Spirit player come to their practice, wow!"

But while the Spirit want to create a fun atmosphere
tor their fans, it wil be all business on the ice, insists
Mr. Gibson. He feels that by letting it be known the
team 1s only interested in players who are hoping to
achieve at the highest levels in hockey, the team can
continue its climb up the Provincial League ladder. “Out

mantra 1s going to be two fold - to win, and to have - | |
{llkn.’uir:.; Mr. Gibson was the team's assistant coach In

our players looking to move on to higher levels like the AN0S.08 and aselstant CM last ssasan Mr D'Asamizio

OHL, university teams, US pro leagues or higher,” he
said | was an assistant coach for the recently completed sea-

Mr. D'Ammizio, who has operated his own hockey
school tor nine years, has full confidence in his ability
to help players realize their potential. He has instructed
{lltl‘;’t'rr- who have gone on to the OHL and PIro ranks
and remains 1n constant touch with manyv of those

S0OnN

“We want to continue the success of the past two sca
sons,” said Mr. D'Ammizio. “It’s been exciting so far
but we want to take it even further.”

“With change there 1s always skepticism,” admitted
Mr. Gibson. “We have very, very l*lH shoes to fl”, and
there's lots of pressure for us to succeed fast. But I'm up
to it, and I'm excited to do this 1n my home town.”

players on an advisory basis. “I've been involved in
the development of individuals for quite some time,”
he said. He points to Corey Trevino, who played with

Lne W[‘]!it LIS ;hlhl ScaAsSOn 1lllui E'Tti iN l'n"«:'!“i‘f‘-_ ]M'EH ) IS

the son of  Spirit co-owner Zeev and who will debut
with the team this fall, as prototypes of the new breed

[ Spint player. Both have been guaranteed hockey Eﬂ””

holarships at Boston University after plaving two
years with the Stouttville club. “We want to promots

in environment where kids who would like to move T h J b N d
':"J{If: have the n eans to do so.” 1':IFIIJ' !Ell 1':,' :5; “E! ‘E:!
Mr. Cabson said the Spint will be looking at teams
With proven records of success on the ice as they tny Tough TOOIS
! ntinue the team’'s move upwards. “David (Lare:

ind Zeev (Wi rek ) have seen that it the teams that are
hungry and driven that succeed in this league. We want at Ammab’e MQS'
to take 1t to the next level'’ He said the Aurora I:.jr*r. .
who won the OFJAHL title this spring, have been a

del of success. “Jerome Dupont (the Aurora coach
1S 4 great ich and a tantastic recruiter. Obviously we GT-zm &
have to use him as the bar night now. Thev are a su GT-ZWR

essiul organization because they work so hard at 1it.” Tri mers
But Mr. D'Ammuizio said the ypirit will try to fashion " $219.95 (after Mail-in Rebate)
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New Stouffville Spirit general manager
Matt Gibson (left) feels he's up to
the challenge of taking the team up
even further than it has gone in recent
years. “I'm excited to do this in my
home town."

Recently appointed Stouffville
Spirit head coach David
D'’Ammizio wants to see his team
become an important rung up
the ladder for players looking to
realize their hockey dreams.
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