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Stumped by tree

il

By Pam Mandich

Tree Sculptures

[ wish that when councillors don't
like an idea, they would just simply say
s0, rather than employing guesswork.

At the April 17 council meeting, staff
asked for cruccnnn from council with
regards to former Mayor Sherban’s
program to salvage large trees slated
tor removal by having artists carve
their trunks into sculptures. Councillor
Ferdinands said he felt this was not a
well thought out initiative and that it
would only be four or five years before
rot would set in. He said we needed
to think of the consequences of such
a program. Councillor Smith agreed
wholeheartedly. Councillor Hargrave
was concerned that vandalism would
occur. Council then voted to kill the
program and cut down the six trees

| was cunious about this unusual
idea, and with a small amount of
research and a few phone calls to tree
carvers and communities with tree
sculptures, | found the following infor
mation

Iree sculptures do not rot in four to
five years. While there i1s no agreement
on the exact lite of a tree sculpture, |
was told 1t ranges trom 10 to 75 vears
with proper maintenance. The sculp
ture itself is more or less permanent
and can be removed from the tree
should the need anse

Once complete, tree sculptures are
not left to rot but are finished with
either water based paints or special
varnishes to preserve them. Carvings
can include everything from animals
to mystical creatures to local historncal
figures. Maintenance of the sculptures
requires them be treated with a protec-
tive coating anywhere from twice a
year to once every three years

Orangeville has 43 tree sculptures,
the last one being added April 30 of this
year. I'he first sculpture was carved In
2002 and 1s doing well. The Art Walk

of Iree Sculptures has been a very

successful tourist attraction for that
community. Jo view these wonderful
sculptures, simply go to www.oran-
geville.org. Orangeville has experienced
very little vandalism of its tree sculp-
tures—only three or four incidents
since the program started.

Tourism London inr London, Ontario 1s
about to embark upon a tree sculpture
program. Not only has it partnered
with a local business to fund the pro-
gram, it is also partnering with a local
agency to engage at-risk youth in the
maintenance of the tree sculptures

John Winston, general manager of
Tourism London, who is initiating the
tree-sculpture program, says that in his
research of other communities with
tree sculptures, vandalism has not been
reported to be a problem.

The Stouffville program, initiated
by former Mayor Sherban, would have
been run by the Strawberry Festival,
as it was going to be one of the attrac-
tions at the festival this year. The festi-
val would have managed the program,
and found the sponsors and the artists.
[t would have even been willing to look
after the maintenance. In other words,

Tow
decision

this program of public art would not
have cost the town a penny. Removal
of the six tree stumps that would have
been carved will now cost taxpayers
about $900

To see some of these wonderful tree
sculptures and the process by which
they are created, visit artist Bobbi
Switzer at www.switzersigns.ca/bobbi
or artist Robbin WrnmsEuat WWW.
eocities.com/aruba692003/ttc1 html.

th sites have pictures of this amaz-
INE process

Sadly, rather than choosing free pub-
lic art, a unique tourist attraction, the
chance to engage our youth in a worth-
while project while showing that we
can honour and preserve our hentage,
this council chose to cut down and
destroy. Given all of the positives that
could have come out of this program,
onc has to wonder what was really
being rejected here - the i1dea or its
sOurce

Political Kudos

['he next time you appear as a del-
egation betore councid 1In committee,
make sure to tip your hat and smile
at Councillor Smith. He's the reason
you are able to be there. Over the past
month, council has been changing the
town's procedural by-laws. At the
Apnl 17 council in committee meeting,
the hnal draft of the procedural by:-
law was up ftor discussion. Strangely
in this hinal draft, delegations (i.e
presentations by public groups) were
moved from appearning before council
In committee (the night time meet-
Ing) to appearing dunng the daytime
council meetings. Councillor Smath
was the only council member to stand
up and speak ftor the public’s nght to
access council outside daytime work-
ing hours. He strongly believes that
daytime meetings would be a prob-
lem for many, who work in the day
Councillor Smith seems to understand
that it's not just access to council that
matters but also access to council in
the public arena. He made a motion to
amend the bylaw to allow delegations
to appear before council in committee
and 1t was accepted

Finally, a musical round of applause
goes to Mayor Emmerson for volun-
teering his time to MC one of the
Music Alive sessions. He was the only
politician in town to volunteer to par-
ticipate 1n this wondertul celebration
of the musical talents of our youth
Sponsored by ArtsLink York Region
and co-ordinated by our very own
Wayne Hill, Music Alive celebrates and
honours the talent of our youth by giv-
ing them a forum to perform, learn and
grow through music. This year, Musie
Alive had over 13,000 participants from
both our schools and the community.
While | would imagine that this kind
of thing is outside Mayor Emmerson’s
comfort zone, kudos to him for step-
ping up to the plate.

You can email Fam Mandich at
pmandich@sympatico.ca.
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Town wins Water Smart award

The Town of Whitchurch-Stouttville
has received the Life Saving Society’s
prestigious Water Smart Award for 2006
The award acknowledges those who
make a strong commitment to drowning

prevention education

“I am very proud of the efforts of
town staft to promote drowning preven-
tion education, which is truly a team
operations,
and aquatic statt,” stated director of lei-
sure services fom Graham. “A provincial

efttort 1nvolvin

resentative of the quality of the town's
aquatic programs.”

Some of the educational activities
the town initiated included promotion
at community events; development of

new educational and awareness tools for

reception

award like Water Smart is certainly rep-

students and the public; accessible and
inclusive programming and promotion
The society cited the town as having
made an especially impressive effort in
the area of water satety education for
people with special needs

St. Brigid supports Starlight
Starbright Foundation

By Shelley Poiner

5t. Bngid Elementary
School i1nvites every
one to their 5th annual

Community Fun Fair May
26, which runs 10 am. to 2
p.m. at the school

St. Bngid believes in giv
ing back to the community
and we are working with

the Starlight Starbright
Chidren's Foundation to
raise funds ftor a PC Fal
tor the pediatrics unit
of Markham Stouttville
Hr,JSFHIEII

The PC Fal 1s a special
hospital approved laptop

preloaded with entertain

iIng and educational soft
ware to help raise children’
spints, distract them from
their pain and connect
them to tamily and fnends
For more information on
I he Starlight Starbright

Foundation and the PC Pal
visit www.starlight.o

scroll down to In the News

and click on PC Pal

Join us tor a barbecue
lunch, cotton candyvy and
carnival games. Purchase

ratfle tickets for a chance to
win one of over 75 themed
baskets including Sports
“Fan”atic, Scorch The Porch
I here

and It's my Party

will also be a silent auction
table with items donated
trom St. Brnigid families and
local businesses

New this year are a for
tune teller, a bouncer, a

candy store and a Webkinz
Carage sale spots

'F'-tnlth

are also available for $10
each. Donations and busi
ness sSponsors are greatly
appreciated. For more
information please email
stbrigidfuntair@hotmail
com or call 905-640-4049Y

SPECIAL

Interior Shampoo,
Wash, Wax and
Engine Degreased
_ s

Professional Interior

and Exterior Cleaning
Polishing and Scratch Removal
Paint Protection

Your Satisfaction is Our Guarantee!

Call us for an Appointment

640-WASH (9274)

64 San_diford_l_)rivo, Unit 13, Stouffville

001

Why not add a little MUSIC to your
summer with our...

VOCAL, GUITAR, BASS, DRUMS, BAND
COACHING and RECORDING PROGRAMS

Day and Evening Hours for Lessons
and Programs Available!

We are currently working with our Students
tnl get them ready for the “We Rock” stage.
Sign up now and qualify to play on stage this Fall!

we're accepting new students for Music |

we Rock"” by visitina o

Join US at the

“We Rock” Music Studio

this Summer!!!

W

“l love my music lessons

at “We Rock” every week!

| can’t wait to go. It is so
much fun and I'm leamning
$0 much about music theory
and getting to play and leam
all the cool songs I really like

rograms now! Vv
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or call us at 905-640-4790 in town
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