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INCOMING

Stouffville Clipper Ben Adolina releases a shot as Alex Bruscino of the Richmond Hill

Stars defends during a AA minor atom hockey game at the Clippers Sports Complex in
Stouffville Saturday. Richmond Hill won 6-1.

FLYERS

Inserts for Thurs., November 6, 2014

2001 AUDIO VIDED MICHAELS

ARK SPORT? NEW OCEAN SUPERMARKE T
BATH FITTERS NO FRILLS

BEST BUY OHM COMPUTERS
BOUCLAIR ONTARIO COLLEGES
BULK BARN ORIENTAL FOOD MART
CANADIAN TIRE OVERSTOCK KING
CLERA WINDOW & DOORS  PERAL DENTAL
CORBEIL PETSMART

DUCA CREDIT UNION PETVALU

EAST SIDE MARID PHARMASAVE MEDICAL
EB GAMES CLINIC
FABRICLAND REAL CANADIAN
FIRST CHOICE SUPERMARKET  SUPERSTORE

FOOD BASICS REXALL

FOODLAND MOUNT ALBERT  RONA

FOODY MART SAMKD SALES
FRESCHO SEARS SHERIDAN NURSERIES
FUTURE SHOP SHOPPERS

GIANT TIGER STAPLES

GRAND FORTUNE SUNFUOD

SUNNY FOODMART
T&T SUPERMARKE T
TANGER QUTLET

HARDWARE GIANT
HEALTHY PLANET
HOME DEPOT

HOME HARDWAR! TARGET

HOME QUTFITTERS THE BAY
IDA TGER DIRECT

IHL INVESTMENTS Tﬂ‘{ﬁﬁnﬁ

LASTMAN'S BAD BOY TSC STORE

LAZYBOY UNIONVILLE PHARMACY

LOBLAWS VINCE'S

LOWES WALMART

M& M MEATS WATER DEPOQT

MARK XIAD OF HOMELIFE WOODGREEN PHARMACY

MARK'S WORK WEARHOUSE  CEHRS

METRO ZENLIA HOME STORE
No one delivers results like we do!

To find out more about how to reach your target
market and get the same great response from
your flyer diswibutions as these customers,
call us today' *Selected areas only

Sun-Tribune

visit save.ca

905-294-2200

NEWS
ONLINE

yorkregion.com

| 733 WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE

| $*OCER CLUB

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

Thurs. Nov. 13, 2014
@ 7:30 pm
SoccerCity

(45 Innovator Ave., Stouffville)

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME

(Please note AGM on
Thurs Oct 30 has been cancelled)
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BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA
mhayakawa@yrmg com

Steve Halse believes age is just a num-
ber.

Being a spry 43 vyears old, it hasn't
deterred the Stouffville resident from set-
ting out and accomplishing things in his
life.

Teaching lessons at Timber Creek Golf
and doing golf club repair work out of
his home through his company, PT Golf,
and serving as an assistant golf pro at Mill
Run Golf Club in Uxbridge, Halse recently
reached a milestone in his profession by
earning his CPGA card.

But it certainly wasn't an easy proposi-
tion.

To get reach that objective, participants
have to play two rounds of golf on a des-
ignated course and record a total score of
under 154.

Halse tried to obtain his card on two
occasions earlier this year only to come up
just one stroke short each time out.

Electing to give it one last try when he
took to the Fanshawe Quarry Golf Club
fairways in London last month, Halse suc-
ceeded after carding a 74 on the first day
and following that with a 78.

That enabled him to get his card by two
strokes.

“At 43 years of age, a 36-hole event
proved to be a struggle for me both physi-
cally and mentally,” he said. “But it’s been
quite a ride and, in terms of becoming a
member of the PGA of Canada, | guess you
could say I'm a late bloomer.”

While Halse earned his card at a rather
late age, the game of golf has long been a big
part of his life. When he was quite young,
he played the game with his 70-year-old
grandmother on a nine-hole course at the
family cottage.

“In my teens, | worked at Sleepy Hollow

in the back shop and | had aspirations of

becoming a golt pro,” he said. “But life took
me in a different direction and | just settled
for playing golf as a hobby.”

The urge to take the game on a more
serious note resurfaced in the mid-1990s
while Halse was raising a family.

As household finances were tight at that
time and he could not afford to purchase a
new set of clubs, Halse developed an interest
in building clubs and repairing existing ones
while working out of his garage.

As word spread about his craftsman-
ship, Halse parlayed it into a nice part-time
business.

Through his business in fitting clubs for
customers, Halse thought a natural pro-

gression for him would be to offer golf

lessons.
Attending a teaching certification course

in 1999 in which he became a member of

the Canadian Golf Teachers Federation,
Halse began offering lessons that year at
Timber Creek.

“The next thing | knew was that | want-
ed a full-time career in golf,” he said.

B Golfer took long route
“to professional card

Halse then took the next step in April
2001 by renting space on Ringwood Drive
and opening PT Golt.

“The "PT" stands for Personal Tour as |
was focused on club fitting and teaching,”

he said.

For the next five years, Halse gave lessons
at Timber Creek and ran junior golf camps
at the Ninth Line facility while continuing
to make custom clubs and repairing exist-
Ing ones at his Ringwood Drive shop.

“Those years were a lot of fun,” he said. “I
made some great friends there and helped
a lot of people with their golf games.”

After numerous interactions with man-
ufacturers in the business, Halse was pre-
sented with an opportunity to become a
sales agent for a major golf company in
Canada in early 2006,

However, it came with a catch, as the job
would torce him to move to Ottawa.

Weighing his options with his wife
Karen, Halse decided that it was time go on
an adventure.

“But it’s been quite a ride and, in
terms t?{fﬁ th‘{’ﬂmf!lg a member U_f
the PGA of Canada, I guess you

could say I'm a late bloomer.”

Closing PT Golf, Halse and his family
relocated to the nation’s capital, where he
served as a golf rep for the next five years
before accepting a position with another
major golt manufacturer as arep in the GTA
in 2011.

That, however, came to an end in March
when the company downsized.

Fortunately tor Halse, it did not take him
too long to find work - as an assistant pro-
tessional at Mill Run in April.

As the season moved along, Halse tound
he really enjoyed the position and the next
natural progression was to get his card.

With his card now in hand, Halse was
quick to thank the support hes received
through the years from his family members,
who also include son Brady and daughter
Lauren.

“Theyve been the biggest cheerleaders
and have always been supportive,” he said.

Having his card, Halse said, will open
the door tor other ventures in his profes-
sion down the road.

He's already begun to map out his tuture
on and oft the links.

‘I will take the next couple ot seasons
to attain my Class A designation and move
towards a head pro position in the future,”
he said. “I'll also compete as a professional
in a few CPGA events next season.

“The game of golf has been very good
to me and I love all aspects of it. I've met a
ton of great people and made many friends
along the way.

“Becoming a member of the PGA of
Canada is something I'm very proud of.”
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