COMING UP

Mystery on menu at museum for Sherlockian fans

BY SANDRA BOLAN
sbolan@yrmg.com

From Viggo Larsen in the early
1900s to Benedict Cumberbatch
in 21st century, almost 100 actors
have portrayed the tweed coat-
wearing-pipe-smoking detective
Sherlock Holmes in more than 50
movies and TV shows.

There have been two musicals
and a ballet made about this cen-
tury-old fictitious character.

Why is there still such a fasci-
nation with Holmes?

His endurance has something
to do with the suitabiljty of the
stories for film, radio and TV, but
also because these characters and
settings provide writers a chance
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to create their own stories around
them, Stephen Sword, a local Sher-
lockian, told The Sun-Tribune.

Sword’s introduction to Sher-
lock Holmes came when he was
about 10 years old - The Red-
headed League. While he liked the
story, it didn't turn make him an
Instant fan.

That happened when he fell ill
while in university.

“Lying in bed miserable, | read
the entire short story canon and
after that | found anything I could
find of Holmes to be a useful
source of comfort and escape,”
Sword told The Sun-Tribune via
email.

It was Sword who brought
Sherlockian cookbooks to the
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Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum,
hoping they may be the jumping
off point for an event.

The night consists of
live sketches, a talk by
Sherlockian expert Doug
H’rflggh'su-'ﬂrrh and a
three-course Victorian-

inspired dinner.

An Evening with Sherlock Hol-
mes takes place Nov. 15 at the
museum.

The night consists of live
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sketches, a talk by Sherlockian
expert Doug Wrigglesworth and
a three-course Victorian-inspired
dinner.

Wrigglesworth is the found-
ing chairperson of Friends of the
Arthur Conan Doyle Collection
at the Toronto Reference Library,
a long-time member and master

bootmaker of the Bootmakers of
lToronto, an invested member of

New York's Baker Street Irregulars
(both Sherlockian societies) and a
member of The Sherlock Holmes
Society of London.

“I dont know if it's a British
thing or historical thing, but there’s
a lot of buzz about this event,”
sald Joan Crosbie, manager of cul-
ture for the Town of Whitchurch-
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Stouftville.

The event has a capacity of
roughly 60 people and about
three-quarters of the seats are
already sold, she said.

The evening, according to Cros-
bie, is not for children, unless they
are at least 12 years old.

AmongtheitemsWrigglesworth
1s expected to discuss are the best
and worst depictions of Holmes in
20th century film and TV.

Pre-registration is required.
Tickets are $55 each. The event is
licensed.
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For more information, go to www.townof
ws.ca/en/explore/museum.asp or call 905
727-8954.
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