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A DISCUSSION ABOUT MENTAL ILLNESS IN YORK REGION: A SIX-PART SERIES
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Lis a complex issue with no easy answers, law-
yer Mary Park said, summarizing the grist of the
National Symposium on Mental Disorder and
Criminal Justice at Toronto's Osgoode Hall last
month.
The summit of professionals representing the judi-
ciary, legal profession, academia and psychiatry was
_ organized to bring together the multi-tiered disciplines
| involved in criminal justice and mental health. Their
heady objectives included exploration of transforming
laws relating to mentally ill offenders, the evolving role
of courts dealing with mental health issues and the
NCR — not criminally responsible — defence.

T'heir unenviable task, to weigh the delicate balance
between criminality, humanity and justice, is monu-
mentally intricate, attendees heard.

The interaction of the criminal justice system with
mentally disordered accused is challenged by the
need to balance the competing interest of treating the
mentally ill with dignity and fairness and protecting
the public, Sack Goldblatt Mitchell LLP senior partner
Marlys Edwardh said.

Finding the balance has been elusive and we con-
. h,"}'m!" m. et Fhat ft‘“mxmdl i m{t - Documentary filmmaker John Kastner and Centre for Addiction and Mental Health chief
criminalize the mentally disordered offender, Ontario , , , :

Review Board alternative chairperson Janet Leiper of forensic psychiatry Dr. Alexander Simpson speak during the forum.
added. "

Society and the justice system has evolved in light
of what was colloquially termed the insanity defence,
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health chief of foren-
sic psychiatry Dr. Alexander Simpson said. So, too, has
the medical community's ability to assess and treat
individuals with mental disorders.

In the late Victorian era, mentally disordered offend-
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treatment. She also wants to know who would be held
responsible if someone re-offended.

There's no panacea for the issue that's seeing a major
spike in mentally ill offenders flooding prisons and
psychiatric institutions, Dr. Simpson said. According
to psychiatric experts and available statistics, mentally
disordered people in both systems is growing by 5 to 10

criminally responsible. Although he's detained in a
Manitoba hospital, he has been granted unescorted
day passes into the community.

Ms de Delley said there should be more treatment
and support for people with mental illness as preven-
tive measures, but that their rights should not over-
shadow victims' rights.
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ers were simply locked up, said Dr. Simpson, who also
serves as University of Toronto forensic psychiatry
department head.

“Out of sight, out of mind,” he said. “People feared FLYE Rs
mental illness. The 19th century asylum movement
introduced sound hygiene and a range of approaches.” —‘ Ove CO
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Carol de Delley, the mother of Tim MclLean, who
was murdered on a Greyhound bus in 2008, took visit ﬂyorland.ca
part in Bill C-54 consultations. Vince Li, an untreated 905-294-2200

schizophrenic at the time of the attack, was found not

She wants access to details about an NCR accused's

per cent yearly.




