COUNCIL: Two weak years on Park Dr.

New location, optimism k

for farmers’ market

BY JIM MASON
Jymason@yrmg.com

The Stouftville Farmers’ Market is on the
move.

Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville council
approved moving the market to the munici-
pal lot next to the Latcham Gallery and the
former Care and Share Thrift Shop lot at 6240
Main St. Tuesday.

The move comes after the number of ven-
dors and shoppers dropped during last year'’s
market season.

Councillor Phil Bannon said he would
have preferred moving the market to Civic
Square, in front of the Lebovic Centre for Arts
& Entertainment - Nineteen on the Park. But
staff and a vendor at the meeting said the area
is too small.

The market has been held Thursdays from
May through October on or next to Park Drive
in Memorial Park during its first five years.

There were four full-time vendors at the
- market last year.

Councillor Richard Bartley, who was on
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the now defunct market committee, argued

vendor fees should be waived to bring back ~

more farmers.
But downtown co-ordinator Anna Rose
says interest is strong and she expects all
booths to be taken and paid for.
A report to council also says the town’s
decision to broaden sales from the original
100-mile radius around Stouffville to all of

Ontario two years ago had a detrimental effect
on the market.
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