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ISSUE

Many residents aren’t prepared
for this fall’s Whitchurch-

Stouffville elction

e asked vot-

ers across York

Region last week

what are the big-

gest issues in this
year’s municipal election.

Maybe it’s too early — election
dayisn't until Oct. 27.

Maybe the region’s electorate
truly isn't interested in municipal
politics —less than 50 per cent
vote every four years.

Maybe there are no issues
— unlikely, bordering on impos-
sible.

Whatever the reason, most
taxpayers were stuck for answers.

It's time to do your home-
work, Whitchurch-Stouffville.

Not this fall, when candidates
will already have their platforms
down pat.

Now.

Get out to a council meeting
— available Tuesday at 3 p.m.? —
and go to school on local politics.

Is council a good working
unit? Do they play well with peo-
ple making deputations, those in
the audience and our town staff?

Get out in your neighbour-
hood. Are there facilities lacking?
Perhaps a dangerous intersec-
tion?

How about that vacant lot?
What is to become of it and how
will those plans affect you and
your neighbours?

This town’s history has been

written with stories of residents
who waited too long to jump on
an issue.

Exhibit A? The growth spurt
that turned Stouffville into Can-
ada’s fastest-growing community
during the past 10 years was
bemoaned by many as happen-
ing too quickly with too many
hiccups.

Where were those critics
when growth proposals first
went to the public in a series of
poorly attended visioning exer-
cises?

We know Stouffville will see
more growth, particularly to
the north of the urban core.

We know rural development,
especially of the estate variety,
won' take place, at least in large
numbers.

Are you happy with your
hometown? Do you receive fair
value for what you pay in local
taxes?

What's on your wish list,
Stouffville?

What will you put to coun-
cil candidates — only one has
officially declared — when they
knock on your door or you have
the floor at a pre-election meet-
ing at your local community
centre?

Get on that homework,
Whitchurch-Stouffville.

Tick, tock.

BOTTOM LINE: Don’t

procrastinate or you, too, could
be too late to make your point
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LETTER OF THE WEEK

Cost of our MP’s mailings could

aid our veterans

Re: Conservatives pick wrong battle with

veterans, editorial, Feb. 6.

I totally agree with you on the treatment
of veterans and the spending priorities of

this government.

I would like to add another waste of tax-
payers’ dollars that could be better spent for

the benefit of our veterans.

It's the constant barrage of mail we all
receive from our local MP, Paul Calandra,
who uses the service of the post office free

how much of this money they could redirect
toward veterans’ service.

By the way, have you ever noticed how
many cars are parked outside our MP’s

office?

Not to mention that our household
consists of me and my husband,
but I get individual letters for each
of us as well as my son who never
lived at my Stouffville address.

of charge, a service they want to take away

from the rest of us.

Not to mention that our household
consists of me and my husband, but I get
individual letters for each of us, as well as
my son who never lived at my Stouffville

address.

If only one person from each MP’s office

country.

I'd like to know how much this costs and

could work in an office designate for vet-
erans throughout the country, we could
keep the veterans offices open all over the

ANNE FILLETI
STOUFFVILLE

Another angel
brightens hospital

Re: Chaos in our ER
calmed by an angel, col-
umn by Jim Mason, Jan. 9.

I really enjoyed your
story of the angel you met
at Markham Stouffville
Hospital.

It reminded me of my
brother, Cliff Kennedy,
who is one of those angel
volunteers who works tire-
lessly in our hospital. He
is loved by all the staff and
brightens everyone’s day
when he is there.

When Cliff retired a
couple of years ago, I sug-
gested this might be some-
thing that he would enjoy
as he loves to make oth-
ers laugh and enjoys being
around people, comforting
and helping out.

Like all volunteers at
the hospital, he gets his
runners on and helps the
nurses with whatever they
need, including doing cof-
fee runs for them and even
dusting and cleaning their
counters and desks. He is
a “gofer” — he goes for this
and for that.

The patients love him
and he, in turn, gets great
enjoyment out of helping
others.

When not working at
the hospital, he goes on
10-kilometre walks with his
next-door neighbour, who
is also retired.

But on those days he
works, he says he gets all
the walking that he needs. I
am so proud of him and all
he does on his own time.

DONNA BOADWAY
GORMLEY

Sidewalk on side of
Main unsafe

I walk my son to school
in east-end Stouffville
most every morning. The
sidewalk on Main Street
between Harding Gate and
Tenth Line seems to be for-
gotten or, like on Feb. 4,
covered in snow from the
road being plowed and all
of the snow pushed onto
the sidewalk.

I am sure the reason is
the poorly planned loca-
tion of the sidewalk. This
section of sidewalk was
impassible and we had to
find an alternative route.

Ever since the construc-
tion of the new Shoppers
Drug Mart and the road
was redone, the sidewalk
that was safely located at
least two metres away from
the main road with a sec-

tion of grass was relocated
to directly beside the main
road.

This in itself is hazard-
ous for pedestrians. 1 feel
as if the oncoming traffic,
especially the huge trucks
that turn east from Tenth
Line north, is coming
straight at me. This makes
me feel unsafe.

I feel like I will
never be able to
let my son walk to
school himself with
such an unsafe
sidewalk along
his route. Why
this sidewalk was
moved beside the
road is a mystery

to me.

I feel like I will never be
able to let my son walk to
school himself with such
an unsafe sidewalk along
his route. Why this side-
walk was moved beside the
road is a mystery to me.

MARY SPENCER
STOUFFVILLE



