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Archibald has taste of NHL with Canuck call-up

BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA
mhayakawa@yrmg com

Darren Archibald was looking
forward to making his home debut
as a member of the Utica Comets’
American Hockey League club in
late October.

That opportunity never came to
fruition for the 23-year-old former
Stouftville Spirit forward and New-
market native.

Rather, it was put on hold after
the six-foot three-inch, 212-pound
forward took to a higher calling
when the clubs parent Vancouver
Canucks requested his presence for
their Oct. 25 road tilt against the St.
Louis Blues.

For Archibald, who was
bypassed in the N}ML entry draft,
the opportunity to make it to the
big leagues — where he stayed for
an eight-game stint and collected
two assists before being returned to
Utica, fulfilled a lifelong ambition.

. “l really didnt expect to get
called up so early in the year.” he
conceded upon receiving the good
tidings. “lortunately for me, Van-
couver was battling through some
injuries at that time and our season
in Utica was just starting.

“I was going through my routine
one day and got a telephone call
one night4rom my coach at Utica
who told me to pack my bags for
at least five days. The next mom-
ing | got on the plane and went to
St. Louis,” he recalled. “I had no
idea how long | would be with the
Canucks. Fortunately | showed well
in my first game and got in seven
MOore games.”

Stating it's not in his nature to
expernience the butterflies, Archi
bald acknowledged he felt them
in making his long-awaited NHL
debut that saw the Canucks skate
off with a 3-2 overtime road win.

At the same time, he was quick
v praise his teammates on the
Canucks, who tned to help him feel
at ease.

“1 waited my whole life for that
moment,” he recalled. "But once
the game got under way it was sur-
real.”

In making the jump to the big
leagues, Archibald felt his biggest
adjustment wasn't so much in the
speed of the game, what other play-
ers tend to suggest

In his case, it was a matter of
maintaining his focus since he was
utilized on the Canucks’ fourth

call: 1-800-743-3353

Bl-LIT NSIDE SALES

Established client base.
Automotive market. E
commute to north St e
location, and free parking!

JGUAI

Business & Telephone Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

+stowrant;  Restewents/
__Venghellty Hespitality

= — EE

" STOUFFVILLE STEAKHOUSE

looking for
* FRONT LINE COOK
with mimmum 5 years expenence
in steak house

Please apply in person 5402 Main St
StoufTville 905-642-55587

F - e —r

‘-i*

Markham Er;onumul & Sun
Stouftvillie Tribune

Carriers Needed
Work from home and

in znur community
lease contact
Stephen for Markham
905 943 2446
Megan for Stouftvilie
5.943 2449

Cﬂ*

INTERIOR l-l!l\"f
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
SCHOOL No Simudators
In-the -seat tra
wOrld 1lasks
dates Job board' Fund-
NG ophions Segn up on-
line! theschoo!l com
1-8606-399-3853

line.

“In plaving on the fourth line
you get just a few minutes of ice
time. But during that ime you've
got to be sharp because you can
lose your focus when vou're not on

a lot,” he said.

As for the physicality of the
game, Archibald felt he could hold
his own since thats the way hes
always played and it's his forte.

"My job on the ice s to play
physical,” he said.

Launching his tier two junior
A career with the Spint in 2007-08
before progressing up the competi-
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tive ladder where he toiled with the
Barmie Colts and Niagara lceDogs
in the Ontario Hockey | eague and
the Chicago Wolves and Kalamazoo
Wings, Archibald was quick to credit
several people in helping him along
the way to where he’s on the cusp of
full-time NHL employment.

Along with his immediate family,
he praised former Spirit head coach

Dave D’Ammizio, who offered him

a spot on the clubs roster after
watching him in a spring rookie
practice.

“I wanted 1o play for Newmarket
since that’s my hometown, but they
didnt have a spot on their roster so

I went to Stouftville,” recalled Archi-

bald. "Dave (D'Ammizio) gave me a
chance as a young guy.”

While playing just one season
with the Spint in 2007-08 where he
amassed 21 goals and 27 assists in4Y
games, the one moment that firmly
remains entrenched in Archibalds
memory bank was setting up Corey
Trivino with the game-winning goal
in overtume ol the seventh game of

. their playoff series against the host

Huntsville Muskoka Otters.
“We were underdogs going into
that senies,” recalled Archibald.
Also instrumental in Archibald’s

on-ice development were has OHL
coaches in Marty Wilhamson and
Dave Hawerchuk and Canucks
amalteur scout Dan Palango.

“Dan (Palango) saw me play in
the OHL and threw my name out
there and | signed a contract with
them. He was a big parnt of that’~
cited Archibald.

Since returning to the Comets
where he had three goals and four
assists 1in 17 games, Archibald was
quick to note hes stull 4 work In
Progress.

But having had a taste of what
life 1s like in the NHIL. he maintains
a positve outlook that he will soon
be back.

Whether it be with the Canucks,
who Archibald descnbed as a team
with plenty of veteran players, or
another NHL. team, hes gained a
better appreciation of what it takes
to gain full ume employment.

“Sure it's hard to come back (to
the AHL) once you've been thege.
But I look at it as a positive. You
want to produce even more to get
back and now | just have to be
patient

“Theres no better way to make
a living than playing in the NHL."
he said
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