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BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA
mhayakawa@yrmg.com

Hockey has been a big part of Russ King's
life.
Not just as a youngster growing up in
Whitchurch-Stoufiville, where he played five
seasons of minor hockey and was part of an
Ontario Minor Hockey Association champi-

The game still remains integral for the
44-year-old Stoufiville resident. He hopes to
assist players with aspirations of playing pro-
fessionally.

Operating a sports management com-
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pany known as Kingdom Player Manage-
ment, King recently took a giant step in his
profession after eamning his National Hockey
| eague Players Association certification.
“Stoufiville was a big part of where | am
now,” he said. “They have a well-run minor
hockey organization and as far as |1 could
remember we had good rep teams.”

FORMER LEAF EXECUTIVE

The idea of becoming an agent came out
of a meeting five years ago with former NHL.
agent and Toronto Maple Leafs assistant gen-
eral manager Bill Watters and his son Brad,
former president of the Toronto Rock lacrosse
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club and owner of the now defunct Onawa
Renegades of the Canadian Football League.

“Brad and | became good friends and | told
him that | had an interest in sports manage-
ment,” King said. “We got talking and Brad
said ‘let’s go see my dad (Bill)', 1 met Bill at the
Miller Tavern (in Toronto) andl he said 10 me
‘Kid, you'll never do it. The big guys have it all
wrapped up.

“1 knew it would be a tough profession to
get into. But | explained to Bill my process and
he thought it was a good idea and from there
I've just kept plugging away.

“1 was quite fortunate. Meetings like the one
| had with Bill and Brad happen for a reason.”
mate mentor, King took courses to assist him
in his profession. He then stanted working with
players in the lower professional leagues.

“Sports management is like any other busi-
nﬁswhemyou have to start low and work your

way up,” he explained.

Three years ago, King got his baptism
into the profession by working with former
Stoufiville Spirit player Mike Forgie.

“Mike wanted a contract done to play in the
Southern Professional Hockey League and he
put his trust in me,” he said.

From there, King began (o get referrals.

mentors, fnends for helpng him
launch new career
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Hockey player agent happy to start with minor leaguers

took almost four years with the actual Natie

Hockey League Players Association stuff tal
around four months in due part to the lodh

last year, which delayed things.”

Along with undergoing a 90-minyte in

application.
NHLPA CERTIFIED

He also had to
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To maintain his NHLPA certification, Kj

required to have a player under a current
way or two-way NHL contract. Heé can
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an NHL-drafted player. -

Focusing his attention on seeking po

his business is coming along nicely.
he

hopes will take him a long way in the

fession: be smart, don't burn any bridges

“This is my passion,” he said. “T'm lez
so much and there’s so much more to les
don't make it, it's not because I'm not toryi
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prospects toiling in the ECHL and the
Collegiate Athletic Association ranks, King'
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view, King was required to fill out a 90-g




