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Men, women equal opportunity shoplifters: experts

BY SANDRA BOLAN
sbolan@yrmg.com

A can of soda worth less than 50
cents. A styjus worth $11 and two
bottles of nail polish valued at less
than $10 total are just some of the
items shoplifters are plucking from
the shelves of Stouffville retailers.

The suspected offenders in
these incidents were a pair of male
youths, a 44-year-old man and a
71-year-old female.

None of the suspects or incidents
is related to each other, according
to Const. Andy Pattenden

The thefts, however, took place
at one retailer over a four-day span

_in September.

Between October 2012 and
October 2013, York Regional Police
responded to almost 3,000 shop-
lifting calls, 34 of which were in
Whitchurch-Stouffville, according
to Const. Laura Nicolle.

Approximately $4 billion is lost
annually by Canadian retailers, the
Canadian Retail Security Survey
2012 reports.

In 2012, 65petcemo(buﬁness

es that participated in the survey
had criminal charges laid against a
shoplifter, according to the survey.

In the three Stouffville incidents,

middle-aged man and elderly
woman were each charged with

reason they did it because they're
going to convince me they didn't do
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it,” Const. Nicolle said. y
“Adolescents are testing lim-
its. That's part of being an ado-

one count of lescent,” according
engage in pro- to Will Cupchik,
hibited activ- a Toronto-based
ity under the psycholo -
Trespass Act. . gist, who has
 Those authored a num-
charges fall ber of books on
under the pro- the - subject of
vincial statute, shoplifting.
which amount Sometimes
to a fine and teenagers shop-
will not show | lift because they
up in a crimi- SHOPLI HERS want something
nal record nice, feel pres-
check, Const. sured by friends
Nicolle said. W| LL BE or “sometimes
So why do they are just mad
people steal at the world and
such  petty PROSEC UTED want (o strike
items when “in back.” according
most cases, the | to the National
people have Association for
the money?” Shoplifting Pre-
‘Const. Nicolle vention website.
said. “While teens,
“Idon'tknow if it's the thrill thing  like adults, usually know the dif-
.. it never makes sense,” she said. ference between right and wrong,
“They're not going to tell me the  when their life becomes too stress-

ful they become more vulnerable
(0 temptation, peer pressure and

What's in a name?
A lot more than

other things that can lead them to
shoplift,” according to the National
_Association for Shoplifting Preven-
tion website. “This is especially true
when they feel unworthy, angry.

depressed, unattractive or not

accepted.”

Adults, on the other hand, have
more complex reasons for doing
what they do.

“When a usually honest person
risks their reputation, their job ...
for $11, there’s something going on
here. It makes no sense,” Mr. Cup-

~ chik said.

Quite often the normally mor-
ally honest person who shoplifts
does s0 because something in his
or her life has been lost and that
person now wants to inflict pain on
someone or something else, such
as a store, according to Mr. Cup-
chik.

Sometimes it's “justified pay-
bm:k"forauuwyg'wtoodwfsand
how little they receive in retumn.
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Other times mental illness is a
factor, according to Const. Nicolle.
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In that case, the priority is not lay-
ing charges,but getting that person
the appropriate assistance.

When it comes to youths, again,
sometimes charges are not the best
remedy. The Youth Criminal Justice
Act provides police officers with an
option to put a non-violent youth
through a referral program instead

of being charged, according to

Const. Nicolle.

The youth is assigned volunteer
work or counselling or a combina-
tion of actions, for example, with
the hope of getting them back on
the right track. If they fail to com-
piete those tasks or dont want to
do them, then a charge can still be

“It holds them accountable
more quickly versus courts. We
don't want to overwhelm the court
system with a kid who stole a choc-

Const. Nicolle said. .

Part of why there is no one
answer to the question of why is
because there is no profile of a
typical shoplifter. Men and women
are equal opportunity shoplifters,
according to the National Asso-
ciation for Shoplifting Prevention
website.




