Faith quided book
for ill grandchild

BY SANDRA BOLAN
A week.

sbolan@®yrmg.com
That is how long the Neill family spent at Toronto's
SickKids to find out what exactly was happen-
ing to their child who was just a few months old, but
having unexplained seizures.
The answer was tuberous sclerosis, which is a genet-

ic condition characterized by skin and central nervous

system lesions, generally benign tumours and sei-

zures.

“We went through every emotion possible,”
Stouffvilles Angel Neill, Waverly’s mother, said of the
diagnosis that came when her daughter was three
months old.

“Why us? What did we do? What did | do during my

pregnancy,” Mrs. Neill said of the many questions she
and her husband, Jamie, asked themselves.
While neither parent is a carrier of the gene, tuber-
ous sclerosis can occur as a “spontaneous genetic
mutation,” according to the Tuberous Sclerosis Canada
website.

Cause of the mutation remains unknown.

How severely tuberous sclerosis affects a person
ranges from an individual never knowing he or she has
the iliness to developmental delays.

The severity is also dependant on the tumour loca-
tion. For example, if it is in the brain, it can block the

flow of cerebral spinal fluid in the brain, leading to
behaviour changes, nausea or headaches.

Kidney tumours have the potential to become so
large they take over the kidney's normal function.

At two-and-a-half, Waverly had brain surgery to
remove some tumours. The procedure was successful,
however it has delayed her learning by about two years,

To help raise money to find a cure for tuberous
sclerosis and bring comfort to other children and their
parents barttling the iliness, Ms Soules wrote a children’s

Ms Soudles, 63, has never written before this, but took
some courses before embarking on the book.

“l just sat down at the computer and prayed. |
needed help with writing,” she said. |

“It came from up above and | had lots of help to
write it,” she said.

One of the illustrations in the book is Waverly's.

Before she went for brain surgery, she drew a pic-
ture. It got packed in with her things and hung up in
her room.

Ihe nurse thought she saw an angel and doiphins
in the drawing. “We just thought it was scribble,” Ms

Waverly, now 7, knows about the book, but Ms
.mlesnkihﬂmnddluﬂ\tetwiﬂmhemm

it.

She has a five-year-old sister, Zoe, who is anxiously
waiting for her own book, according to Mrs. Neill.

For the past three years, the family has held the
Waverly Open at Sleepy Hollow Golf and Country Club.
So far, the event has raised about $30,000. The money
has gone not only to tuberous sclerosis, but also to the
Make a Wish Foundation, according to Mrs. Neill.

Ms Soules and the Neills were named the 2013
family of the year by the Whitchurch-Stouffville Public

Library.

For more information on tuberous SClevos:s, 0 [0 www. [SCanada.ca

This is a milder sassage that we grind Hb
finc, and use some marjoram, some allspice, a bit
of mace and some toasted wheat crumb. We

stuff them into a larger casing, so they are

great to B.B.Q. apd perhaps garnish with
caramelized onions and Nance's mustard...a

little bit of heaven. Reg. $4. 900

s ®J) A 9 |

This week we'll start with our Shwbmp Salad, which

is made with baby shrimps, diced sweet onions and
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SPECIALS IN EFFECT FROM THURSDAY TO CLOSING SUNDAY, NOV. 10*
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for some carly Christmas shopping.
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Hours: Mon. ~ Fri. 8:00-8:00
Sat. 8:00-6:00 ~ Sun. 9:00-6:00

4476 16th Ave. (Just W. of Kennedy)

905-940-0655

www.thevillagegrocer.com
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